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Research Day 2015
This year’s Research Day was on 20 June – as usual, it was held at St Antony’s College, Oxford. The theme
was Religion, education and economy in Zimbabwe and the diasporas. It was dedicated to the late Professor
Terence Ranger, who founded the Research Day, almost exactly 30 years ago. 

At the end the day, BZS chair, Knox Chitiyo, in thanking everyone for their contributions, pointed out that it
had raised some far-reaching and provocative questions. Terry Ranger, to whom the Day had been dedicated,
had continued to inspire. 
We began with a question: what is the use of education when it fails to deliver on its promises and leaves

graduates jobless? Is the Western model of education as a contributing factor in development still relevant? 
How can the political economy of Zimbabwe today, combining simultaneous narratives of hope and despair,
be understood and intellectualised? 
Diana Jeater (page 12) summed up the day as one in which Zimbabwe felt stagnant, compared with the ex-

citing place of possibility that it had been a year ago. Why? At the 2014 Research Day, Zimbabwe had seemed
to be in a moment of ambivalence, and a year later it was still in the same place, but now it felt like stasis. We
were in a ‘terrain of contradictory actions’, and the challenge for academics was to identify what makes it a
particular moment of hope and despair rather than any other. Who was teaching whom in this turmoil of analy-
sis? Where were the PhDs on Zimbabwe coming from?
There was plenty to be optimistic about: for example the empowering ways of teaching farmers that were

being developed at Maleme Farm.  Despite all ZANU-PF’s efforts, neoliberal common sense had become em-
bedded in Zimbabwe and was standing up against corruption and patronage. The churches were becoming the
only game in town because they were the only point of access to the power structure. There were possibilities
for capitalism from below in place of the prevailing model of accumulation through dispossession.   The search
was on for people to find the grounds for communal action.
What the Research Day had shown, once again, was that history was far too important to leave to

journalists. We should look forward to another 30 years of the Day that Terry Ranger initiated.
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This first session of the day was chaired by Dr Miles
Larmer, Associate Professor of African History at the
University of Oxford, 

Bringing the point home: a 
personal story of student activism
This first session began with Dan Hodgkinson’s
‘Bringing the Point Home’. Dan Hodgkinson, a doc-
toral candidate at the University of Oxford, used bi-
ography to introduce his research on student activism,
using the example of Tamuka Chirimamboa, an MDC
student activist, orginally from the Chipinge area.

Dan Hodgkinson noted that the composition of the
University of Zimbabwe has changed over the years.
Pre-independence, the university was home to

both black and white students. Protests against the
repressive government took place as young people
were given the language for ideas to resist the colo-
nial regime through the university institution. Many
joined the armed stuggle.
As the country moved towards independence, the

university became effectively black – consequently
a much more racial discourse was used to counter the
racist policies of the Rhodesian government. The uni-
versity students were increasingly seen as important
by nationalists. When the ideology of Marxist-Lenin-
ism was adopted, the university was identified as a
training ground for revolutionaries. After independ-
ence, when students initially protested after the death
of Samora Machel, their actions were condoned,
even encouraged, by the government. 
However, when they later protested at Willowgate

and against government corruption and failure, the
police retaliated viciously and students were tear-
gassed and sometimes even shot. Hodgkinson re-
ported that Minister Mangwende said that, as Smith
had set the precedent of shooting at university stu-
dents, ZANU simply continued the tradition. 
As the campus became more politically active, the

Zimbabwe National Students Union (ZINASU) was
formally revived (with the motto ‘Struggle is our
Birthright’) and Learnmore Jongwe was duly elected
as the first President. 
This was shortly before Tamuka Chirimamboa was

enrolled as a student. Hodgkinson explained that

Tamuka was raised in a discourse of communalism, al-
though he emphasised that his father was the decision
maker and ‘face of everything’ – a patriarchal figure who
Chirimamboa was under pressure to emulate. Chiri-
mamboa was defiant at school, organising protests and,
after being forced to leave his several schools, ended up
at Mutare Boys High. 
He was expelled from the UZ after a policeman

was badly beaten by students during a student
protest. Chirimamboa told Hodgkinson that civil so-
ciety organisations used the facility of per diems to
‘pay people for becoming involved in activism and
protest’. Chirimamboa grew increasingly politically
active and in the early days, the opposition party,
springing as it did from the labour moment, became a
home for many student activists of the time.
Eventually, Chirimamboa became active in MDC

and stood as a parliamentary candidate. His mother,
despite being a ZANU-PF activist, gave him money
to fund his campaign – such are the strong bonds in
his family. 
Hodgkinson concluded his presentation by report-

ing that Chirimamboa, now an academic, has said he
has put his student activism days behind him, as he
is now a married man with family responsibilities.
The presentation was accompanied by several pho-
tographs and, although it was a work in progress, this
account was nevertheless a fascinating use of an oral
tradition to tell this personal story.

From blackboards to talking
circles: empowering young 
Zimbabwean women to access
learning
The next speaker was Laura Singer, who identified
herself as a Community Development Worker.

Laura said her interest in Zimbabwe began when, in
her gap year, she travelled to East Mudzi Secondary
School and taught as an unqualified teacher.
Subsequently, she felt ambivalent about this ex-

perience, and only returned last March (2015) when
she was sure that she could learn from Zimbabwe –
rather than take the role of a visitor from Europe with

1 Education in Zimbabwe and the diasporas 
Panellists: Dr Dan Hodgkinson, Laura Singer and Roselyn Masamha
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‘knowledge’ for local people.
Her aim was to study the situation of young

women as they leave school, and how well equipped
they are to deal with the contemporary world. She
outlined the problems that face young women in
Zimbabwe – many of which are common throughout
Africa. While literacy rates are high (over 90 per cent
among girls), early marriage and child-bearing, along
with family commitments, combine with a lack of
confidence that discourages them from taking on
leadership roles. The need to instil confidence among
girls seemed paramount.
She quoted UNICEF statistics, and described two

projects aimed at helping young people – especially
girls – to reach their potential. 
Laura discussed  two projects: Makomborero and

Kufunda Learning Village.

Makomborero
The first was the Makomborero (‘blessings’) project
(http://www.makomborero.info/index.html), run by
Laura and Mark Albertyn, who grew up in Zimbabwe
and returned there in 2010. They started Makom-
borero as a UK-registered charity that helps to relieve
poverty in Zimbabwe through children’s education.
Time is invested in disadvantaged communities, and
talented students are supported.
The project provides scholarships to disadvan-

taged young people, so that they can attend some of
Zimbabwe’s best private schools, and also pays for
schooling in local government schools. Laura de-
scribed the intense competition the 400 or so appli-
cants must undergo to take part in the project – including
five days of examinations. 
Laura described the importance of supportive

families, who were prepared to allow their children 
to continue in education instead of contributing to
family enterprises, such as farming, and similarly, the
importance of supporting parents (in the form of
training in business, for example) who have the lost
potential earning power a child brings. 
The project has an impressive record when it

comes to young women: with encouragement and be-
lief in themselves, they can flourish. And, after all,
educated women can change the face of Africa.

Laura highlighted the case of one particular young
student, Ntombi, who explained how her education
– supported by her mother – had given her ‘the
courage to stand up and do something … Makom-
borero exposed me to different people and also
opened so many opportunities. … it taught me that
life is about giving to others … giving back to the
community is an individual’s responsibility and not
an option. 
‘I now know my talents and strengths.’

Unicef statistics (2008-12) 
Total adult literacy Rate – 83.6% 
Youth literacy (15-24) – 90% (male); 
92% (female) 
Primary School net attendance ratio - 87.5%
(m); 88% (f) 
Survival rate to last primary grade – 82.4% 
Secondary School net attendance ratio –
47.7% (m); 48.6% (f) 
Child marriage (2002-12) by 15 years 3.9%;
by 18 years 30.5% 
Adolescents currently married / in union
(2002-12) – 1% (m); 23.2% (f) 
Births by age 18 (2008-12) – 20.5% 
Figures last updated December 2013 

Makomborero’s A-Level scholarship
scheme 
Free schooling 
Mentoring and guidance 
Boarding house and meals 
Stationery and Text Books 
Assistance with university applications – 
students study worldwide 
Grants loaned for local university studies 
Pupils contribute to August revision schools
in townships 
Student community initiatives – maths tutor-
ing, coaching football, night classes 
Entrepreneur training for parents to set up
small businesses 
Staple foods provided to families for the first
3 months of each year and where necessary

Makomberero statistics
400 applications each year – 30% from young
women 
• 70-80 schools involved 
• 8 private school students at a cost of
US$3600 per student per year at Harare
private schools 

• 16 students at local government schools at
$600 per year per student 
• There are 17 students in the residential
home, four are young women.
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Kufunda Learning Village
The second project Laura described was Kufunda
Learning Village (http://www.kufunda.org). Kufunda,
co-founded by Marianne Knuth, uses a holistic ap-
proach with an emphasis on the empowerment of
young women – although it reaches out to all.
The project believes in people creating their own

solutions and working within the diversity and cre-
ative and spiritual wealth they have. The project fos-
ters creativity and collaboration within the
communities, holding residential workshops and
courses, some specifically designed to meet the
needs of women. 

They believe that with confidence comes sustain-
able working: they teach eco-building, permacul-
ture, renewable energy, health, healing and
ongoing learning. Laura explained a little about the
techniques used and was clearly passionate about
these two projects and the positive story they tell.

The educational experiences of
Zimbabwean students in the UK
The last speaker in this section was Roselyn
Masamha, a post-graduate student at the University
of Huddersfield.

In her brief presentation, included at the last minute,
Roselyn described her own background. She ex-
plained that she had initially come to the UK to study
nursing but is now researching into the ways migrant
Zimbabwean (and other African) students experience
education in the UK. 
The research she is currently doing encompasses

the transition from African ways of studying to UK
ways, and the migrant experience. She said that in
the UK, in nursing in particular, social participation
is judged in nursing. 
Currently, clinical spaces are presented as ‘race

negative’, but she believes that experiences of re-
cently arrived students are not taken into account. 
She cited as an example the background of a colonial-

style education, which used compliance rather than
questioning in the educational process. 
She saw the development of critical thinking, and

the need for students to be self-sufficient, as a chal-
lenge for all students but, because of their colonial
heritage, especially hard for Africans. 
She expressed the shock that many feel: ‘People

have paid for a course and then they are expected to
do the work themselves!’
She also spoke of much more basic problems –

those to do with language, for example, the unfamil-
iar use of words,  such as the sort of confusion
brought about hearing people using ‘cardigan’ instead
of the more commonly used ‘jersey’ in Zimbabwe) and
the disruption in the balance of authority that they find
in an unfamiliar cuture.
Her presentation was well received and highly rel-

evant in present day Britain and her final research
should prove fascinating.
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‘The process of looking into my roots and my
childhood experiences opened up old wounds
but instead of suppressing them I got some
time to reflect on them. In the process I re-
alised things were not as bad as I had made
them in my mind.’

Participant

‘A lot of things have happened. When
the girls first arrived many of them were
shy and not daring to be open to us in
the village.
But now! It’s like their courage shines

through them, there is a visible power, even
when they talk to the men in the village.
There will be more programmes like this.
Definitely.’

Tsitsi Mayakaza, Kufunda Village Host

Other inspirational initiatives

• Nyeredzi Waldorf Inspired Primary School
• Kufunda Environmental Youth Leadership 
Programme
• Community Youth Initiative in Zimbabwe at 
Chitungwiza
• Makomborero’s Container Science Lab
• Potentials for Restorative Approaches within 
Schools

Kufunda’s experience
• Leadership for sustainable communities
• Young women lacking confidence
• Not applying for leadership programmes
• Less likely to succeed in interview process
• Not taking seriously their potential as 
young community leaders and their power
• Difficult to commit to six months because 
of family commitments



Professor David Maxwell, President of the African
Studies Association, chaired this session, which was
introduced by Professor Diana Jeater discussing-
polygyny and modern Pentecostals. 

Masculinity and religion in
Zimbabwe
Diana Jeater drew attention to how similar outward
forms of Christian masculinity could have different
meanings and implications in different contexts
across time. 
Early converts at the Mt Silinda mission in 1900s

Chimanimani continued to value polygynous, mili-
tarised masculinity as an expression of status, appro-
priate to a man attached to the new forms of power
that the mission represented. 
Polygyny, in particular, was not seen as a form

of status by the American missionaries, who ex-
pelled some of their leading evangelists for having
multiple wives, despite the evidence (pointed to by
those evangelists) that this had also been the prac-
tice of elite men in Biblical times, such as King
Solomon in the Old Testament. 
In recent years there has been a resurgence of

polygyny and of military tropes in the masculinity of
the new – and extraordinarily successful – Pente-
costal preachers. 
However, the meaning of these images of mas-

culinity has changed in the intervening years, and this
is particularly interesting in that they are very differ-
ent from the image of monogamous, small-house-
hold, urban and salaried masculinity that dominated
1990s Pentecostalism. 
In the new masculinity, polygyny is seen as

less sinful than monogamy, because it is more
honest than the maintenance of ‘small houses’ in
which men support other, extra-marital families,
(a point also much emphasised by Mugabe re-
cently).
Among the new Pentecostalists, multiple

wives, and, even more, multiple children are val-
ued, not as a source of wealth, but as a way of
flaunting wealth.
. The dominance here of neoliberal ideas of con-
spicuous consumption and personal wealth as the pri-
mary social value is clear.
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2 Religion and ethics in Zimbabwe and the diasporas 
Panellists: Professor Diana Jeater, Emeritus Professor of African History, UWE, Bris-
tol; Dr Stephen Moyo, University of Bolton; Dr Alex Magaisa, 
University of Kent

Wolves in sheep’s clothing:  
examining the role of the church
and faith-based organisations in
combating corruption in 
Zimbabwe
Dr Stephen Moyo is a researcher in governance and a
lecturer at the University of Bolton. His recent PhD ex-
amined the state-civil relations and their roles in pro-
ducing and managing corruption in Zimbabwe. .

Dr Moyo noted that Zimbabwe has a poor record in
international terms on corruption – ranking 157th out
of 177 countries, with a score of 21 points from a
possible 100 (though he accepted that there are a
range of definitions of ‘corruption’). The drivers of
corruption are lack of political will, weak govern-
ment institutions, and the desire to secure more
profit. 
Looking at the relationship between corruption and

religion, he saw a link, in that religion has always
played an important part in Zimbabwean life, and this
is now reflected in the rise of new kinds of fundamen-
talist religions, which have a political framework.
This form of religion promises miracles – and

wealth is one such miracle, as televangelists preach
the ‘prosperity gospel’. 
The televangelists themselves appear very

wealthy and instil in their followers, as he saw it, an
expectation of prosperity based on unreal expecta-
tions. He spoke of ‘miracle money’ that would come
to the devout – like ‘miracle babies’. He called this
‘zombification’, in which religious expansion and
corruption are complementary. 

A new branch of religious leaders
He noted that the new brand of religious leaders
wield political power – and that links between
churches and politicians were likely to include finan-
cial links, which means that religion has become as
corrupt as politics itself.
In discussion after his talk, he noted that main-

stream churches are not mentioned in the press and are
often (though not in all cases) fighting what is happen-
ing. Thus they have become perceived enemies of the
state and have to an extent gone underground. 



The intersection between law,
religion and politics in 
Zimbabwe
Dr Alex Magaisa teaches law at the University of
Kent in Canterbury. He was technical adviser to
Copac, the committee that drafted the new Constitu-
tion of Zimbabwe, and formerly chief advisor to Mor-
gan Tsvangari (both as Prime Minister and leader of
the opposition). The following is a summary of his
contribution to the Research Day. The full version is
scheduled to appear on the BZS website.

Alex Magaisa began  by explaining that, ‘The pur-
pose of this paper is to present an analysis of the in-
tersection between law, religion and politics in
Zimbabwe. I claim no expertise in matters of religion
but I do have some experience in law and have been
privileged enough in recent years to occupy a van-
tage point from which I could observe national
politics ...  I was able to witness the interaction
between religious and political actors.’

Intensity of faith
He described ‘the intensity of religious faith in Zim-
babwe’ – which he found especially striking after
having been away. Political meetings were rounded
with prayers, and prayer formed a common bond be-
tween everyone in meetings and it was an important
tool in negotiation, facilitating conversations be-
tween otherwise fighting parties. Thus, religion and
prayer had an important political value.
‘This was more than a religious ritual,’ he noted.

‘The Christian religion was one of the very few
things in common between all political actors. ... It
was uncontested ground. Everyone believed in the
Christian God, even the traditional leaders who were
there. It was a uniting point for the political actors
who were otherwise in conflict against each other ...
Like previous speakers, Alex Magaisa noted the

growth of Pentecostal churches, with their wealthy
preachers (or ‘prophets’), and the ‘Prosperity Gospel’
– which he saw as at least in part as the result of the
economic upheaval of 2008, when hyperinflation left
such devastation, and the new churches’ promise of
rich blessings was enormously appealing. 
This, he believed, was compounded by the failure

of politics – the people were desperate in the face of
an intransigent government, and so placed their faith
in God. Political violence also played a part.
Whatever the cause or causes, it was clear that the

churches have immense ability to attract crowds – up

to 30,000 in some instances, and such pulling power
is of interest to politicians, who seek to align them-
selves with these churches and preachers. 

A resource for politicians
Religion and religious leaders have become an im-
portant resource to politicians – highlighted by the
fact that there is a commonly-held view that political
leaders are chosen by God. (The late Tony Gara, a
former Town Clerk of Harare, actually claimed that
President Mugabe was the son of God.) This is a se-
rious matter – it suggests that leaders cannot be chal-
lenged, let alone removed by people. Alex Magaisa also
described how politicians are often asked to attend reli-
gious meetings – and the difficulty of weighing up
whether such attendance was advisable.
Religion had a deep impact within political par-

ties, with political leaders placing a great deal of trust
in what religious leaders told them.  Prayers were al-
ways a part of events and rallies, with speeches pep-
pered with Biblical references. 
Religious imagery was so widely accepted that a

rally he hoped to call ‘Super Monday’ became
‘Crossover Rally’ – indicating a parallel between the
crossing of the Red Sea by the Israelites, and the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe ‘crossing over’ from the ZANU-PF
era to that of the MDC. 
Dr Magaisa also considered whether or not Zim-

babwe could be defined as a secular or a Christian na-
tion. Division over this when the constitution was being
drawn up was complicated by the fact that traditional
leaders saw themselves as custodians of traditional cul-
ture and religion, and saw the notion of the country as
being Christian as exclusionary. This made them ally
themselves with those who pushed for a continued
recognition of Zimbabwe as a secular nation.
In the end, the constitution took neither position

– Christian or secular – but it does contain many ref-
erences to God, even while enshrining freedom of
thought, opinion and belief. 

Christianity and the Constitution
Dr Magaisa added that many aspects of traditional
Christian/religious beliefs are vehemently supported:
many women, who might be expected to be pro-
choice, are opposed to abortion, while the opposition
to gay rights cut across party lines and same-sex mar-
riage was eventually in effect prohibited by a clause
that stated that marriage must be between a man and
a woman. Even so, the religious lobby still appeared
to fear that gay marriage might be possible – Dr Ma-
gaisa assured them it was not. It seems that, in Zim-
babwe, politics and religion are inextricable. 
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Diana Jeater, chairing this session,  reflected on how
the Research Day has responded to multiple changes
over the thirty years of its existence. As well as track-
ing changes in the nature of research on Zimbabwe,
she noted that the Research Day has also reflected
changes in the composition of the Zimbabwean com-
munity in the UK and in the nature of the academy
and the type of research it generates. 
The Research Day originally acted as a forum for

doctoral students working in the field of humanities
in the UK to present new work on Zimbabwe. From
a strongly political economy bent in the mid-1980s,
via a focus on identities and discourses in the 1990s,
towards a greater emphasis on policy and 'useable re-
search' in the past decade, the BZS Research Day has
followed broader trends in the academy. 
However, the growing number of Zimbabwean aca-

demics working in the UK has also contributed to a
greater interest in development and policy issues, as
these tend to be the areas where  funding is allocated.
The politics of these scholars in the diaspora also con-
tributed to an interest in civil society, new religious for-
mations and new political ideas.

Meanwhile, the changes in funding priorities
within the UK, as well as in academic fashions, have
seen a decline in the number of students taking Zim-
babwe-related PhDs in British universities. The Re-
search Day today provides a platform for new ideas
to emerge across all disciplines, from international
politics to the creative arts, with  strong representa-
tion from Zimbabwean scholars, executives  and cre-
atives. It is now less significant as a showcase for
new doctoral work.

Terence Ranger and the 
historiography of Zimbabwe:
some reflections
Dr Gerald Chikozho Mazarire teaches at Midlands State
University, Zimbabwe. A full version of his paper is
scheduled to appear on the BZS website.

Terence Ranger was widely known for both his
publications on Zimbabwe and for the debates he

provoked on a number of topics in African studies.
Here, I am concentrating on the defining feature of
Terry Ranger as a historiographer: his ‘optimism’
for Zimbabwean historiography, despite the odds
stacked against it.
Right from the beginning, Terence Ranger faced

the problem that his supervisor (Hugh Trevor Roper)
did not believe there was ‘African history’, and Terry
had no prior training in African history when he took
his first teaching appointment at the University Col-
lege of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (UCRN) – where he
had to confront an established settler historiography. 
Towards the end of his career he seemed dis-

enchanted and disillusioned, but his final attempt
at a historiography, the article Nationalist Histo-
riography, Patriotic History and the History of the
Nation: The Struggle over the Past in Zimbabwe
(2004), remained an optimistic testimony of the
endurance, promise and vigilance of academic
history in Zimbabwe.

Mixed feelings
Terry Ranger’s death was received with mixed feel-
ings in Zimbabwe. Pro-establishment newspapers
saw him as the ‘visible tragedy of white liberalism’
– a convenient historian who took sides with African
nationalism to enhance his career as a radical, but
who went against it when it sought a reversal of colo-
nialism (the reclamation of the land in Zimbabwe). 
The younger generation of Zimbabweans, who had

little or no contact with Terry, question the relationship
between Zimbabwean and British historians of Zim-
babwe and lament the failure to equip historical institu-
tions in Zimbabwe to sustain a home-grown cohort of
PhD history graduates. Terry attempted to take stock of
what was happening in the Zimbabwean historical land-
scape since 1971, when he published his first historio-
graphical piece in the TransAfrican Journal of History. 
At that point, he feared that influences from

South African historical schools would contami-
nate the history of Zimbabwe, given that critical
works on Zimbabwe’s peoples, such as Stanford
Glass’s The Matabele, were based on South African
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3 Professor Terence Ranger and the Study of African History 
Panellists: Professor Diana Jeater, Emeritus Professor of African History, UWE,
Bristol; Dr Gerald Chikozho Mazarire, Midlands State University, Zimbabwe;
Professor William Beinart, St Antony’s College, Oxford, Rhodes Chair of Race
Relations. This keynote panel was organised jointly by the BZS and the Journal
of Southern African Studies.



sources and written by South African-based historians.
He was also concerned that Rhodesian ‘patriotic his-
tory’ would dominate as the apologia for colonial rule. 
He pinned his hopes on the ‘Stokes School’ of

History that had developed at the University College
but had all migrated to Zambia to the former Rhodes
Livingstone Institute and pioneered the first work of
professional African historiography in Zimbabwe,
The Zambesian Past, which appeared at almost the
same time as his own seminal Revolt in Southern
Rhodesia. 
Terry correctly predicted the success of the Zim-

babwean historians, Stan Mudenge, Dave Beach, Ng-
wabi Bhebe, and Hoyini Bhila, who went into SOAS
and revolutionised Zimbabwean history in the 1970s.
He also admired the ‘exile school’ (his term) of Zim-
babwean historians in the Americas such as David
Chanaiwa, Stanlake Samkange and Lawrence
Vambe. Despite the quality of the work these scholars
produced, the fact that, mostly, they could not work
in Zimbabwe’s rural communities left a significant
gap created by their inability to access African oral
information.
Terry was wary of some of the theoretical and em-

pirical shortcomings of this growing historical work
of the 70s. For example, in his critique of the emer-
gent ‘peasant historiography’, epitomised by the pub-
lication of Parsons and Palmer’s The Roots of Rural
Poverty, Terry argued that the ‘drama of peasant agri-
culture is more drawn out’ than the authors believed,
and this laid the basis of his study of peasant con-
sciousness and the guerrilla war in Zimbabwe from
that longue duree perspective 

Independence
Terry believed that independence would be a turn-
ing point for the historiography of Zimbabwe. His
closing remarks to an international historical con-
ference held at the University of Zimbabwe in 1982
are illustrative. 
He revelled in the fact that the History department

at UZ had rapidly Africanised and hoped that Zim-
babwe’s schools would have new history books. 
He emphasised the urgency of achieving this be-

fore capable historians were absorbed in teaching,
administration and politics. The task, he believed,
should ‘not be left to journalists’ and he empha-
sised the need to document the triumph of the
guerrilla war because ‘it is our responsibility to
those who endured it’.
Unfortunately, this turning point never turned.

Books for schools were published, but nearly all

were suffocated with doses of historical material-
ism from the country’s adopted socialist policy.
Terry himself ended up doing the writing of the
struggle, and in the late 1990s edited two volumes
on the war that had extensive historiographical
surveys in the introductions.

Return to Zimbabwe
Terry returned to Zimbabwe as an active teacher,
amidst political turmoil, student unrest, the beginning
of the land occupations in 2000, the rise of a new po-
litical party that posed the biggest challenge to
ZANU-PF hegemony and the brain-drain of histori-
ans from Zimbabwe. 
He gave a valedictory lecture entitled History

Matters where he continued to celebrate the ‘mind
and imagination’ of Zimbabwean historians, declar-
ing that ‘the Golden Age of Zimbabwean historiog-
raphy is here and now’ and that ‘a Zimbabwean
intellectual culture with its own standards of excel-
lence … is growing up!’ 
Terry had come full circle: he was prevailing with

his friend Ngwabi Bhebe over the Human Rights and
Democracy Seminar series, and he had himself pub-
lished two books and completed the archival research
for another. He was leaving at a point that a new Uni-
versity had been founded with yet another History
department. 
But less than two years after he left the situation

had changed in Zimbabwe in more radical ways than
he had anticipated. 

Negatives
Terry was acutely aware of all these negatives when
he wrote Patriotic History in 2004, and feared more
the triumph of a history invented by ZANU-PF than
the demise of Zimbabwean professional history,
which he believed lay with younger historians, now
in the diaspora or those who remained in graduate
and teaching positions within the country . 
Was his optimism misplaced? Is this school of his-

torians capable of taking up the mantle? Have Zim-
babwe-based historians (like myself) kept the
momentum? 
What are its options, and how can such platforms as

the BZS engage with the future of Zimbabwean histori-
ography in a way that sees the inequalities and circum-
stances in which historians in Zimbabwe must work? 
To provoke further debate I compared Terry’s

memoir, Writing Revolt, with Lewis Gann’s autobi-
ography that appeared in the Journal of Modern
African Studies in 1993. 
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Terry concludes that his criticism of ZANU-PF
and Mugabe’s nationalism is a part of his commit-
ment to fight injustices throughout his career,
whereas Gann is unapologetic about glorifying pax-
Britannica and the benevolence of British rule. He,
together with his colleague Peter Duignan, predicted
dictatorship, corruption and ethnic strife and argued
that, although their works were boycotted by many
Africanists following Terry Ranger and others’ ‘op-
timism’, they have largely been vindicated. 

Inspiration
Terry‘s career should be a source of inspiration for
unpacking the question of the vindication of Afro-
pessimists and the future of history in Zimbabwe.
The sheer diversity of the subjects he covered with
such great detail, the depth of the themes he ex-
plored and the various archives he unearthed and
created will leave historians of Zimbabwe busy for
quite a while.

Terence Ranger and the Rhodes
Professor of Race Relations,
University of Oxford
Professor William Beinart outlined Terence
Ranger’s career from his early days as an under-
graduate in Oxford, to the final decade of his ca-
reer, back in Oxford as Rhodes Professor of Race
Relations and Fellow of St Antony’s College (1987-
97). The full version of this article is to appear in
the Journal of Southern African Studies, and we
hope also to publish it on the BZS website.

Professor Beinart made the observation that, Terence
Ranger ‘found his academic identity and passion
when he went to a lecturing post at the University
College of Rhodesia in 1957.  
Terry’s sojourn there till 1963 left an indelible im-

pression on him personally as well academically and
he became primarily a historian of Zimbabwe.’
He said, ‘In most respects, Terry had defined him-

self as a historian before he returned to Oxford in
1997. His early books and articles on African resist-
ance and African agency were researched and written
when he was in Zimbabwe, Tanzania and the United
States.  
He was an Africanist at heart and held firm to his

early ideas that we should collectively make the
study of African agency central.’

Manchester years
He then moved on to cover Ranger’s time at Man-
chester and his most famous book, The Invention of
Tradition (1983), edited with Eric Hobsbawm, in
which it was argued that traditions and identities
were socially constructed – an idea ‘swept down a
highly receptive channel in academia at the time.’
Professor Ranger’s period as chair of the editorial

board of the Journal of Southern African Studies (be-
tween 1977–1992) largely coincided with his years
at Manchester. ‘He was unstinting in his engagement
and support, in his readiness to read papers, and in
organising conferences through the Journal. In the
mid-1980s, he backed James Currey’s risky, but
highly successful, endeavour to establish an inde-
pendent African Studies publishing house.  Terry en-
abled James to publish his manuscript on Peasant
Consciousness and threw himself into soliciting and
reading manuscripts. These included David Lan’s
Guns and Rain (1985), which ... became one of Cur-
rey’s best-selling books.’ 

Oxford
Much of the talk was taken up with Terence
Ranger’s time in Oxford where, from 1987, he held
the position of Rhodes Chair of Race Relations. He
developed a ‘critical mass of postgraduate students,
post-docs and visitors … He was the best presenter
of academic papers that I have heard – often with-
out a paper – and he had a continuous audience in
Oxford.’
The post provided both the time and finance for

travel to Africa, and gave him the opportunity to
deepen his roots in Zimbabwe. 
Ranger emphasised the importance of learning

from Africans, resisting the subsuming of the subject
into the discipline of Development Studies: ‘all this
aid to Africa and development of Africa could smack
of Rhodes or of Livingstone, unless it is also with
Africans and responsive to African realities.’  At St
Antony’s, he ‘developed something of a manifesto
for African Studies’ –  emphasising the importance
of learning from Africans as much as teaching about
Africa.
He found the resources to set up a programme of

visiting African academics, who generally came for
short periods of a few months. This project won wide
support in Oxford. Colleagues could nominate visi-
tors and the fellowships were awarded competitively.
Visitors included Ngwabi Bhebhe, with whom

Terry developed a strong relationship and coedited a
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book on Soldiers in Zimbabwe’s War of Liberation
(1993). He brought a few post-doctoral researchers
in Race and Ethnic relations to St Antony’s, and was
able to support the costs of a fixed-term lecturer in
African Politics. 
Towards end the of Ranger’s tenure, Peter Alexan-

der (later appointed to a chair at the University of Jo-
hannesburg), who researched on South African
labour history, was appointed as junior research fel-
low. Resources also went into short-term fellowships
and into Development Studies and Politics.
Professor Beinart described how Ranger’s activi-

ties stretched beyond St Antony’s, serving on com-
mittees in the History Faculty and assisting with the
innovative Refugee Studies Programme, becoming
chair of its Advisory Board and helping organise an
international conference in 1989. He also served on
the Minority Rights Group publication committee
and the advisory board of the Centre for Ethnic Stud-
ies at Warwick.  

Students
Ranger’s supervisees, most of them doctorals, were
at the heart of his activities in Oxford. He supervised
35 students in all and was able to build up a cohort
focussing on Zimbabwe in particular. 
Of Professor Ranger’s books, William Beinart

made special reference to Voices from the Rocks
(1999), which focussed on what he saw as the under-
researched region of Matabeleland, which was, by
the 1980s, politically troubled. 
Professor Beinart noted that ‘In certain respects,

this book was a continuation of his concern about
peasant consciousness’  … ‘His book amalgamated
three strands of historiography … resistance and na-
tionalism, the new environmental history, and reli-
gious history.’
Asking why Ranger never wrote an overview his-

tory of Zimbabwe, William Beinart suggested that ‘a
general history was a challenge that clearly did not
really interest him …’ Voices from the Rocks, he be-
lieved, came closest to an overview of Zimbabwean
history, especially when read in conjunction with the
urban history, Bulawayo Burning.

‘Remembering with awe’
He noted that ‘Terry remained an optimist’ despite
‘his unease about Zimbabwe’s political direction …
Terry put his ideas forthrightly and enabled you to
agree or disagree – he was big man, sharing his tent
but quite happy to think about challenges. He shaped
our field. We will remember him, with gratitude, with
fondness, and with some awe.’

4 Political economy in Zimbabwe
and the diasporas 
Panellists: Father Brian MacGarry,
Jesuit Mission in Zimbabwe; Dr
Mbongeni Ngulube, University of Leu-
ven; Dr Desné Masie, Client Manager
for Southern Africa, Africa Matters
Limited
The panel on Political Economy, chaired by Dr Bea-
con Mbiba of Oxford Brookes, focused on ZANU-
PF’s lack of solutions for solving its looming
economic crisis, as seen both from the bottom up and
the outside in.  

Speakers covered contrasting aspects of the econ-
omy – small-scale farming on the one hand, and the
wider, regional economy on the other. 
The paper summarised on the next page, The Zim-

babwean Economy: What prospects for change?was
introduced by Father Brian MacGarry, who is based
in Mbare with the Jesuit Mission.

ZimAsset or development from
Below?
Dr Mbongeni Ngulube, who teaches at KU Leuven
University, Belgium and is also Policy Director for
Leeds-based charity The Global Native, focused on
the community development project Turning Mata-
beleland Green (TMG).

TMG gives farmers access to processing, distribution
and marketing infrastructure for the production of
tomatoes and other crops. 
The smart thing about TMG, Dr Ngulube said, is

that its members present their initiatives as fully con-
sistent with the government’s flagship economic pol-
icy programme, ZimAsset. ‘We want development,
ZimAsset Yes’ proclaims a slogan at TMG training
centre Maleme Ranch, which recently won an impor-
tant campaigning victory in heading off a govern-
ment-backed takeover attempt. 
Maleme Ranch enables students to make money

through farming and repay debts at the same time as
studying. It develops high commitment and strong en-
trepreneurial skills in making best use of the resources
available and accumulating profits from crops surplus to
immediate needs. 
Illustrating the kind of determination that existed

among producers to make a success of their enterprises,
10



he showed examples of successful small-scale produc-
ers, who dedicated extraordinary amounts of time and
resources to their enterprises, but said they all faced lo-
gistical difficulties in getting their products to market 
TMG are now trying to persuade the diaspora to

invest in the project, while enabling the farmers
themselves to buy shares in their businesses in ex-
change for their production.  This is a new form of
‘enterprise capitalism’, Dr Ngulube argued, which
could be added to the existing forms possible within
the dominant neo-liberal context. 

From the floor
In response to a point from the floor, Dr Ngulube em-
phasised that ‘Maleme Ranch does not teach farmers
how to farm – they know this already – but how to
farm to scale, and to move along the value chain
using the ‘conservation agriculture’ method of max-
imum harvest for minimal inputs.   
ZimAsset’s objectives of building the economy

from the inside are good, but funds are lacking. TMG
is acknowledging its rhetoric to its own advantage.’
Dr Beacon Mbiba had perhaps the last word, con-

trasting the TMG ideals of ‘productive capitalism
from below’ to the prevalent model of ‘accumulative
capitalism by dispossession.’

Regional integration in SADC:
the geopolitical economies of
South Africa and Zimbabwe
In contrast to the previous presenters’ view up from
the grassroots, Dr Desné Masie looked at Zim-
babwe’s economy from the perspective of the SADC. 

Dr Masie is Southern Africa client manager at Africa
Matters, providing consultancy services for business
investing and operating in the region.  
In her view, Zimbabwe’s economic and political dif-

ficulties have dragged down its neighbours as well, and
created problems that will be difficult to resolve.  There
was a need to develop a consensus around orderly
planning for the time when Mugabe goes, but in
South Africa in particular, it was difficult to talk
about the situation without being seen as attacking
Zimbabwe, and equally difficult to engage without
being seen as endorsing.  
In effect, ZANU-PF had ceded its economic pol-

icy to others, but the SADC did not have a tool-kit
capable of addressing the problems. The diaspora had
a potential role in mobilising civil society to take up
this challenge. 

From the floor
Discussion following the talk led to the conclusion
that the ANC’s behaviour towards Zimbabwe is
partly explained by shared political culture. Another
factor is the political destabilisation that could result
from Zimbabwe not being ‘on side’. 
Land is a contentious issue throughout the region

and within South Africa itself, where the land reform
project has failed to progress. Redistribution is es-
sential for social cohesion and to avoid violence, but
the issue is highly complex due to pressure on the re-
gion to respect property rights, high levels of anger,
and the sensitivities of many stakeholders with en-
tangled claims. 

The Zimbabwean economy:
what prospects for change?
Brian MacGarry began with some pictures of closely-
packed market stalls, illustrating the exponential
growth of street trading in both high and low density
areas. A complete version of this talk (without the pic-
tures) is scheduled to be posted on the BZS website. 

Father Brian MacGarry prefaced his comments by
saying that almost anything he wrote would al-
most immediately become out of date, but his
general point was that economic change depended
on political change. He went on to say that, while the
Finance ministry was controlled by the MDC during
the unity government, revenue collection improved, it
collapsed again after the 2013 election. This, he main-
tained, showed that ’ZANU-PF do not consider Fi-
nance a strategically important ministry in their plans
to retain power’.

IMF programme
He reported that the IMF had set out a programme
(Staff-Monitored Program (SMP)), with the aim of
strengthening ‘Zimbabwe’s external position as a
prerequisite to arrears clearance, normaliszation of
debt servicing, and restoring access to external fi-
nancing’. But although the Zimbabwean authorities
have said they are committed to ‘implementing
sound macroeconomic and structural policies’, he
questioned whether the regime can deliver this. 
Humanitarian considerations might not concern the

banks, but he suggested that ‘there comes a time when
any worm turns. If whatever government we may have
… cannot satisfy the aspirations of the bulk of the peo-
ple … unrest could provoke a repressive reaction which
the world could not turn a blind eye to.’ 
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He added that ‘There is little chance that any
kind of restructuring or rebranding of the present
regime … can meet those popular aspirations.’ 
The points he examined in the SMP report included:

:

1. Slimming the government budget
He stressed the need to cut the ‘inflated government
salary bill’ in which more than half the civil servants
lacked either qualifications for the job or a job de-
scription, or both, large numbers of newly recruited
police and the high cost of presidential travel.

2. Creating a favourable climate for businesses
to grow 
This means the need for investors to feel their in-
vestments are secure and banking rules transparent.
(He cited, as an example of where this was far from
the case, the ‘ongoing Telecel saga’ involving the
telecommunications industry, which ‘shows that
ZANU support is still dependent on their unpre-
dictable estimates of whether that support serves
their primary aim, of maintaining political control’).

3. Transparency in indigenisation 
Examples he gave where this was lacking were the cot-
ton business and mining for precious metals and dia-
monds. He noted that the collapse of the manufacturing
industry has led to the current average wage of no more
than 10 per cent in real terms of what it was at inde-
pendence. Only a revival of that industry could help it
rise significantly.
‘These are complex operations which cannot de-

velop without the rule of law. Nobody, local or for-
eign, will invest in a country where their efforts
could be wiped out at any time at the whim of any
ambitious politician’, especially as such politicians
are insecure and ‘disregard the conventions that at-
tempt to regulate international trade by agreement
between all parties.’ 

Final points
He ended by saying, ‘We must look outside the cur-
rent ruling clique for solutions. At this moment, they
have the power to keep anybody else out of the de-
bate by force, but the question is “How long can
they hold up the leaking dam?”’ 
Points made the after the talk:

•  there is scope for diaspora involvement in supporting
community development projects through remittances; 
• that ECONET’s recent decision to cut wages by 35
per cent indicates its belief that a drastic economic shift
is looming; and 
• that more skills have been lost by driving away black
farm-workers than white farmers. 

In summary: politics, culture &
identity in Zimbabwe and its 
diasporas
Professor Diana Jeater: St Antony’s College, Oxford,
21 June 2015

This was the 30th anniversary of the first Zimbabwe
Research Day (not, at that time, branded as the ‘BZS
Research Day’). Founded by Terence Ranger in 1985
as an opportunity for UK-based scholars to share re-
cent work on Zimbabwe, the Research Day has gone
through many transformations. This year, the Re-
search Day was dedicated to his memory and in-
cluded a special panel, sponsored by the Journal of
Southern African Studies, assessing his research
legacy.

Optimism, pessimism or stasis?
At the end of the Research Day last year, it felt that
we were on the cusp of a new moment, which had
crept up on us unawares. This year, the situation feels
less dynamic. 
But this is not so much a situation of stagnation,

as a situation in which everything is held in stasis by
competing pressures pushing in opposing directions.
We are, in Brian MacGarry’s words, in the ‘terrain
of contradictory actions’. 
We saw this, for example, in the pressures on

young people on the one hand to adhere to the com-
munitarian principles which see their education as an
investment and resource to benefit family, home and
nation; and on the other hand, the pressure to be in-
dividually successful as bankers or corporate execu-
tives, in keeping with global neoliberal values (Dan
Hodgkinson; Laura Singer). 
We saw it in another form in the discussion on

economic policy, in the conflicts between indigeni-
sation policy on the one hand and the scramble for
external investment on the other.
Notwithstanding this sense of stasis, Mbongeni

Ngulube reminded us that the outcome remains un-
certain. We are still in a moment of ambivalence, in
which society may be opening up or closing down.
Does this lead us towards hopefulness or despon-
dency?
Gerald Mazarire used the trope of optimism out-

weighing pessimism as a way of framing the histor-
ical writing and career of Terence Ranger. The
balance between optimism and pessimism occurred
in many other contexts, too. We heard a strong call
to look for the inspirational educational initiatives
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springing up across Zimbabwe (Singer). We heard
that the churches provide a point of commonality
across the bitterest political divides, with twice-
daily shared prayers uniting fiercely opposed ne-
gotiators during the drafting of the new
constitution (Alex Magaisa). We heard how initia-
tives in Matabeleland are creating real change that
is deeply rooted in how people live day-to-day
(Ngulube). There was a strong sense of pre-figu-
rative struggle, where a better future is being cre-
ated at the grassroots, here and now.
On the other hand, we heard much that gave

grounds for pessimism. We heard about the cor-
ruption and gender violence associated with the
Pentecostal churches; the disincentives to invest-
ment, lack of transparency regarding indigenisa-
tion projects and asset-stripping raids by external
interests that destroy indigenous industry; the lack
of doctoral research in history within Zimbabwe.
But, suggested Ngulube, these may be birth pangs,
not death throes.

Global power relations in the production of
research and policy
The optimism we heard seemed to be rooted in local
initiatives; the pessimism in wider global contexts.
Global power relations contribute significantly to the
anti-communitarian influences that push against
local initiatives and create a sense of stasis.
Underpinning all the discussion at the Research

Day – not least in the considerations by Gerald
Mazarire and William Beinart of the career of Ter-
ence Ranger – was the question of who defines the
analysis of Zimbabwe? Who teaches whom? How
do definitions of ‘problems’ and ‘solutions’ emerge
and become dominant? Whose interests do they rep-
resent? Who has the power to impose them?
It is clear that global power influences all pro-

duction of knowledge, and, as Roselyn Masamha
vividly pointed out, defines the terms in which ef-
fective learning is recognised and assessed in the
rich world’s universities. Those trained in Zimbab-
wean styles of learning tend to feel stupid or inad-
equate when they come to study in the different
learning cultures of Europe or USA, reinforcing a
narrative of African inferiority.
Meanwhile, Mazarire and Beinart noted how

doctoral theses on Zimbabwean history from out-
side Zimbabwe massively outweigh those pro-
duced within the country. At the school level,
Singer raised questions about why, in the 1980s,
her British identity (and white skin, too) meant
that she was deemed to have authority to teach in

Zimbabwean schools, despite having had no training
as a teacher and having only just finished school her-
self. The neo-colonialist assumptions damaged her,
as well as those she attempted to teach. The problem
she identified is perpetuated in Zimbabwe today, in
the dominance of outsiders in ‘development’ work
and business investments.
MacGarry noted how there was no agreement

about what the economic problems facing Zimbabwe
are, but that international agencies, with a very lim-
ited focus, set the agenda. Only ESAP-style policies
are on the table. International creditors are not con-
cerned about social justice or human rights, but only
about debt repayment and whether the government
is strong enough to deliver austerity packages. Chi-
nese investors, meanwhile, contribute to the destruc-
tion of indigenous industries.

Neoliberalism and communitarianism: room to
manoeuvre?
The global dominance of neoliberalism emerged
much more clearly as a backdrop to events in Zim-
babwe than it has done in previous Research Days.
Damaging economic transformations, such as the
collapse of Telecel or the Sino-Zim agreement that
has destroyed CotCo, the local cotton buyer, have ap-
peared, in neoliberal terms, as rational business de-
cisions (MacGarry). 
Neoliberal modes of thinking, characterised by an

emphasis on individual responsibility to be wealthy,
at the expense of the vulnerable and poor who have
‘failed’ or are ‘lazy’, has been reinforced by dis-
courses of individualism and ‘quick fix’ solutions to
social problems. We see this in the ‘miracle money’
discourses of the superstar prophets (Diana Jeater);
in the systems of international student funding to
‘high flyers’ without consideration of the impact on
the wider community (Singer); and in the tendency
of diaspora remittances to build up individual fami-
lies, not communities. 
Hodgkinson highlighted a strong counter to ne-

oliberal thought, in the communitarian principles that
defined the social environment in which many of
today’s young adults grew up. The counter-pressure
that these principles provide goes some way to ex-
plaining both the sense of stasis, and also the absence
of some of the more rapacious forms of global fi-
nance and privatisation seen elsewhere in Africa.
Ngulube, meanwhile, highlighted the room for

manoeuvre in this socio-political environment. Away
from the national gaze, the Turning Matabeleland
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Green project has been able to develop new forms of
capital investment from below, in stark contrast to
the dominant model of ‘capitalism by dispossession’
that has come to dominate in Harare. The national
ZimAsset economic blueprint is open to flexible ap-
plication on the ground.
Nonetheless, across society, success in any en-

deavour requires finding effective access points to
patronage. In higher education, gender expectations
continue to open doors to men more easily than to
women, prompting Kafunda Village to provide a
four-week leadership course for young women. 
As Stephen Moyo demonstrated, religion and pol-

itics are deeply intertwined in a system of corrupt
mutual protection. 
However, as Magaisa illustrated, the churches also

provide a backdoor way for businessmen to gain ac-
cess to powerbrokers. 
We are brought back to our conclusion from last

year’s Research Day, that the churches are the only
game in town; but now we are beginning to see that,
outside town, other things are also happening.

Where next?
In the panel dedicated to the legacy of Terence Ranger,
we heard how Ranger insisted that analysis and histo-
ries of Zimbabwe, and particularly its liberation strug-
gles, were too important to be left to journalists. While
at the University of Zimbabwe in the 1990s, he
demonstrated that history and analysis must be gener-
ated within the universities.
The papers presented at the Research Day suggest

that Terence Ranger would still see grounds for opti-
mism. There is now a ‘Third Chimurenga’ to analyse,
again  too important to be left to journalism alone. Di-
aspora collaborations and the work of younger scholars
are beginning to produce new paradigms based in
grassroots experiences and transformations.
It seems that there is still plenty of work to be

done – understanding the roles of the churches, of the
new generation of young people, and of the grass-
roots transformations taking place under the radar.
Let us look forward to another 30 years of Ranger’s
Research Day.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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News
Chenjerai Hove and Freedom 
Nyamubuya
Most members will know by now of the deaths of
Chenjerai Hove and Freedom Nyamubaya.
Freedom, a former ZANLA freedom fighter, later

a poet, dancer, and rural development worker died
very suddenly in Harare on 5 July.
Chenjerai, who was an internationally renowned

poet and writer, died of liver failure on 12 July,in
Norway, where he was living in  exile.
The next issue of Zimbabwe Review will largely
be devoted to the lives and work of these two great
Zimbabwean artists.

Ronald Watts
BZS member Ronald Watts died on 23 June in South
Wales, where he lived. He had worked in several
African countries, as well as Zimbabwe. Diana Jeater
writes: ‘Members may remember the wonderful
keynote presentation Ronald did at the BZS Awayday
in Bristol in (I think) 2001. He also wrote a fasci-
nating book, Eyes on Africa: a 50 year commentary
... rich with comment on agricultural practices and
colonial idiocy as well as injustice ... an intelligent
and reflective account from a white person living
in Rhodesia and alive to the need for fundamental
change in agriculture as well as politics.’

Chenjerai Hove  at the BZS Research Day, 2013.



Stevenage’s new
signpost

In the last issue of Zim-
babwe Review, we reported
that the Stevenage-Kadoma
link Association (SKLA)
had finally achived a
Kadoma signpost, to add to
other signposts pointing to
other towns with which
Stevenage is linked. The
picture shows the post, with
Louise Holmes & Nicola
Hughes (SKLA), Mayor of
Stevenage Sherma Batson
and Miss Zimbabwe-UK
2014 Jacquii Moyo

Book Café closes its doors at 139
Samora Machel Avenue
The closure of the Book Café was announced in a
press release on 2 June. Previously in the Fife Av-
enue shopping centre, it opened as Grassroots
Books in 1982, and moved to Fife Avenue in 1997,
before moving to Samora Machel Avenue. Its
achievements have included bringing traditional
mbira music into the mainstream, championing
freedom of expression in the Arts, providing a plat-
form for Zimbabwe’s first stand-up comedians and
hosting a regular weekly Open Mic.
Tomas Lutuli Brickhill, who took over at the

helm after the death of Book Café founder Paul
Roger Brickhill says ‘I’ve decided to take a step

back in order to re-strategise and restructure the
business. It was a difficult decision to close the
Samora Machel venue, but if Book Café is to have
any place in the future of Zimbabwe’s Arts and
Culture scene, I believe that our current course of
action is unavoidable. 
‘At this stage it is too soon to speculate where or

when we may reopen, but I am confident that in
“Book Café” we have one of the strongest and most
respected brands in the country.  
‘I have no intention of letting this be the end of

the story for Book Café; but in order for us to start
writing the next chapter, we have to close the last
one. A luta continua.’

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Britain Zimbabwe Society

Annual General Meeting

This is to take place on 24 October at St James Church Hall, Prebend Street, Islington London N1 (On the
corner of Packington Street and Prebend street Packington Street is off Essex Road, N1. The nearest tube is
Angel (Northern Line, City Branch). Start time 2 pm.

The meeting will begin with reports from the executive of the Society, and from bodies with which the Society
is linked.  It will go on to elect a new Executive, so nominations for all positions are open. To make a nomi-
nation, please contact Pat Brickhill at: zimgekko@aol.com Nominations will also be taken at the meeting.

This will be an opportunity to thank outgoing officers and executve members, including our Chair,  Knox Chitoyo

Following the formal part of the meeting, there will be a talks and discussion about Zimbabwe – subject and
speakers to be decided. Members will be informed of more details nearer the meeting. 15



Contact the Britain Zimbabwe Society

Secretary (Minutes/Correspondence): Pat Brickhill, 1A Selbourne Place, Minehead, 
Somerset TA24 5TY  E-mail: zimgekko@aol.com

Membership Secretary: Mutsai Hove, 63 the Mall, Old Town, Swindon SN1 4JA 
E-mail hove.mutsai@tinyworld.co.uk

BZS Executive members 

2014-15 officers and executive:

Chair: Knox Chitiyo
Vice-Chairs: Victor de Waal, Millius Palayiwa
Secretary (Minutes/Correspondence): Pat Brickhill
Secretary (Membership): Mutsai Hove
Information Officer: Jenny Vaughan
Publications Officer: (vacant)
Web Officer: Philip Weiss
Treasurer: Margaret Ling

______________________________________________________________________________________
Britain Zimbabwe Society Membership Form

To join and receive regular newsletters, e-mail discussion forum and conference discounts please print off and
send the form below to the membership secretary with your remittance to:

Mutsai Hove, Membership Secretary, 63 the Mall, Old Town, Swindon SN1 4JA
Please enrol me/us in the BZS Rate A Rate B
Ordinary £18 £21

Joint (two at one address) £21 £23

Unwaged/Student £7.50 £10

Institution £40 £40

Membership runs by calendar year, renewals are due on 1 January each year.
Rate A applies to those who pay by Standing Order (please ask for a form to be sent to you).
Rate B applies to those who pay by cheque (made out to ‘Britain Zimbabwe Society’). We are sorry, 
we cannot take credit/debit card payments.

NAME:  _________________________________  TELEPHONE: ______________________

EMAIL:  ____________________________________________________________________

POSTAL ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Other executive members:
Simon Bright
Pauline Dodgson-Katiyo
Diana Jeater
Rori Masiyane
Bruce Mutsvairo
Ranka Primorac
Representatives of:
Stevenage-Kadoma Link Association
Zimbabwe Association
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