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The Society’s 35th Annual General meeting was
held on 22 October, at James’s Church Hall in
Islington, to choose next year’s Executive.

The business of the meeting was to report on last year’s
activities and to elect a new executive.
With a couple of additions (Richard Pantlin and Yvonne
Kassim) this remains the same. This does not mean there
is not space for new members of the Executive – there
certainly is!
• A full list list of the BZS Executive can be seen on
page 16.

Left to right: Dr Miles-Blessing Tendi(speaker);
Knox Chitiyo (President, BZS); Na Ncube,
(speaker); McDonald Lewanika (speaker) 
Photograph © Rori Masiane
The meeting was followed by three speakers
addressing the issue, Popcorn protests? The
prospect for change in Zimbabwe. 
Dr Blessing- Miles Tendi Oxford Department

of International Development at Oxford Univer-
sity was joined by McDonald Lewanika, who is
researching democracy and the state in Zimbabwe
at the London School of Economics (LSE), and
Na Ncube, the director of the UK-based charity
The Global Native, which seeks to unlock funds

BZS 2016 AGM and discussion on the
prospects for change in Zimbabwe
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for a rural farming and development programme
in Zimbabwe: Turning Matabeleland Green.

No ‘transition’?
Dr Tendi’s analysis tended to be downbeat. He
began by challenging the view that Zimbabwe is in
any way ‘in transition’ to democracy: he believes
that the current leadership is more secure than is
often assumed, and the president is in better health
than is widely reported. The government has made it
a priority to keep the armed forces happy as the cur-
rent regime relies on it – he looked at comparisons
with Syria and Egypt.
The prize, he suggests, is the 2018 election, and

the key to change is mobilising the youth. Opposition
must inspire them and opposition parties must work
together.
If the alliance holds, there needs to be one figure

to lead it, but the various contenders all have weak-
nesses. There was also the question of the role of
western governments: Dr Tendi welcomed the prag-
matic approach of David Cameron, who lifted sanc-
tions, contrasted with the ‘missionary zeal’ of Tony
Blair. 
(We hope to publish a detailed version of this talk in
the next issue of the Zimbabwe Review.)

‘Popcorn protests’
McDonald Lewanika’s talk (which is summarised on
the following two pages), centred around his belief
that there is a transition going on (and in that sense,
challenged Dr Tendi), but not in any sudden, straight-
forward way. 
He believes that protests are likely to be

reignited, while ZANU PF is divided and fractur-
ing – giving the opposition more space. However,

its disparate nature was why the protests have been
described as ‘popcorn’. He agreed with Dr Tendi
over the need for co-ordination among the different
strands of the opposition and he blamed political
leaders for being too arrogant to work together. 
He ended by suggesting that Zimbabwe is ‘in tran-

sition,’ but this has to be about more than just regime
change. 
(A fuller version of McDonald Lewanika’s talk is
given on the opposite page and following.) 

‘Blood, sweat and tears’
Na Ncube quoted Churchill: ‘I have nothing to offer
except blood, sweat and tears’ before going on to out-
line her position as one that sees change coming –
for the better. There is transition, but not the kind
most people are looking for – too many eyes are on
changes in political position, which can so often see
more of the same under a different leader.  
Her organisation’s focus is on sustainable liveli-

hoods from farming … and ‘it is the cultivation of
human character. … a change of values … It’s about
an inclusive Zimbabwe where everyone belongs – …
If we cannot build a Zimbabwe where all its different
members belong, then change will not be sustainable.
‘More than values, this is about standards. We as

a nation must be able to compete with the best in the
world and we are well capable of that.  … we need
to look at our efficiencies and production costs, and
this is what we teach. Only when our people are able
to generate decent incomes can we talk about sus-
tainable change.
‘We are in a transition, and it is a good one, but as

Churchill said it will take blood, sweat and tears!’
(Again, we hope to publish a more detailed version
of this talk in our January edition.)

Socialising at the 2016 AGM.
Photograph © Rori  Masiyane
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Between April and August 2016, Zimbabwe went
through a winter of discontent, characterised by
numerous demonstrations – a direct response to
the deteriorating political and socio-economic
conditions spawned by the Mugabe regime’s poor
economic stewardship. 
The administration responded brutally: targeting

protestors and key opposition organisers and  citi-
zens’ movements like #Thisflag, #Tajamuka,
NAVUZ and the Occupy (Africa Unity Square)
Movement. There were arrests, abductions, and in-
timidation, along with counter-narratives and pro-
Mugabe demonstrations, culminating in banning
protests in Harare until 15 October. 
Now the protests have subsided enough for

ZANU-PF to return to in-fighting, and some activists
have taken flight – gone abroad, or underground – or
toned down their actions. This is in part a testament
to ZANU-PF’s repressive apparatus, but is also the
result of the failure of the citizens’ movements and
opposition parties to decide what the national ques-
tion is. Prospects for change in Zimbabwe, if under-
stood as a transition to democracy, will revolve
around how the diverse interests and forces address
the questions of what the biggest challenge in the
country is, and what the collective agenda should be. 
The Norton by-election
The efficacy of the opposition acting together was shown
by the Norton by-election of 22 October 2016, where
former ZANU-PF official Temba Mliswa won against a
ZANU-PF-sponsored candidate, after former Minister
Chris Mtsvangwa was expelled from ZANU-PF. Both
Mliswa and Mutsvangwa were accused of conspiring
against Mugabe, albeit for different factions. The
alchemy that led to Mliswa’s victory, besides his tenacity
as a political operator, included support from other op-
position forces – overtly from the MDC and the War Vet-
erans, and covertly from some civil society
organisations.Norton demonstrated the power of work-
ing together, while exposing the limitations of voter in-
timidation as a strategy, and the challenges that
ZANU-PF will face if it continues to fail to manage elite
contests in the party.
However, ZANU-PF’s weaknesses and lack of cohe-

sion can only be taken advantage of if the front opposed
to the Mugabe regime engages in collaborative and co-
ordinated collective action, as was done in Norton. 

Part of the challenge of attaining meaningful change
stems from the disparate nature of the opposition. In the
past, it has been easy to see opposition as a strategic actor
(one whose agenda is clear and can be telegraphed).
However, the opposition platform in its true form has
manifested no affiliation to any organisation, nor any
party. Meanwhile, ZANU-PF’s failure to resolve its elite
contests has also led, not just to purges, but also to the
introduction of new actors (former regime elites) into the
oppositional space.
ZANU-PF’s failure to manage internal conflicts has

destabilised it. The elite cohesion based on historical and
ideological ties that made ZANU-PF so formidable is
faced with a growing number of people disenchanted
with it, so calls for change should increase. Political the-
ory, and history, suggest that chances of the opposition
unseating a regime and possible transitions to democracy
are aided by this collusion of traditional opposition and
former regime elites.

Harnessing opposition
The emergent new citizens’ movements have energised
constituencies, primarily the youth (tech-savvy millen-
nials), that orthodox opposition has been unable to reach,
and add strength to oppositional forces. These forces, if
coordinated, can confront ZANU-PF in creative ways.
In the short term, this may be through policy conces-
sions, political reforms, or immediate recalibration of
economic management: in the long term, this may be
through regime change and a democratic dispensation.
The above opportunities exist, but are difficult to har-

ness because of the disparate nature of their agendas, and
the varying visions of the Zimbabwe they seek. For the
opposition political parties, and the citizen’s platforms
they sponsored, like #Tajamuka, regime change as es-
poused through ‘the Mugabe must’ go mantra continues
to be the order of the day. For them, (despite their pre-
tensions) there will be no revolution, and elections are
where they will struggle for change. This group is likely
to be emboldened by the Norton by-election – achieved
without the demanded electoral reforms. 
For the citizen’s movements like #Thisflag cam-

paign, the vendors, and unemployed graduates,  the is-
sues are bread-and-butter ones: jobs, and statutory
instruments that impede peoples’ ways of surviving. For
civil servants, it’s getting paid on time, and for those de-
posed from various positions in ZANU-PF, it’s mostly
about regime change in ZANU-PF and nationally. 
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These disparate agendas partly explain why
protests had a seemingly uncoordinated ‘popcorn’
character. It’s likely (given the escalating economic
crisis) that they will re-start, but if they do so without
resolving what brings everyone together, and what
the national question is, they will take the same form,
and make no significant changes. 
ZANU-PF cannot rig the economy, and people are

suffering. But such circumstances alone do not lead to
change, they just present an enabling environment for it.
Even then, given the ruthless clampdown on legitimate
protest, there are limits to actions that ordinary citizens
will take. The likelihood is that small protests will con-
tinue, primarily led by a few brave individuals, who will
make the right noises on Facebook and abroad, but make
little immediate change. The lack of instant success itself
should not be a problem, if those opposed to ZANU-PF
are playing a long game. However, it does not seem as
though there is consensus on this and various entities
(opposition parties, citizens groups, organised civil so-
ciety, war veterans and former regime elites) continue to
operate in a disparate fashion – creating leaders without
followers, and heroes with no community protection.
Collective action
Collective action demands that opposition stakehold-
ers leave their egos at the discussion room door. This
especially relates to traditional oppositional forces,
whose arrogance has made them unable to make
strategic decisions and form alliances. The embrace
of Mliswa shows that (at least for the MDC) this
challenge can be selective, contradictory, and/or du-
plicitous. But it is the right way to go, and chances
of success will increase if similar courtesies are ex-
tended to former ZANU-PF vice president Mujuru
and other opposition forces. 
Unfortunately, those outside political parties seem

also to find collective action difficult, as was shown
by how long it took to acknowledge that the success
of the June National Shutdown was a result of differ-
ent forces converging, rather than the work of indi-
viduals and outfits. Additionally, it seems that many
leaders within these new movements are impervious
to advice, meeting any criticism with suggestions that
the critic starts their own movement, or just gets up
and ‘does something’. This shames the critic into si-
lence and, in any case, just adds to the diffuse fashion
that the protests have manifested.
Acting collectively entails collective conversations,

which can and should be about both agreeing and
disagreeing, and weighing suggestions for action and
strategy. As such, democratic accountability of leaders

as well as democratic discussion should be allowed
everywhere. This is especially the case for those seeking
an alternative to ZANU-PF, if they are to be the change
they want and, more importantly, build the mass needed
to deliver it. Failure will ensure that protest continues to
be fragmented and its new champions will fail to lead
an agenda for change and transformation.

What makes change happen?
The Zimbabwean situation is dire. The challenges facing
the country cut across class, racial, tribal, political, urban,
and rural divides. This presents an opportunity to build
across classes and geographies. The disintegration of tra-
ditional elite cohesion in ZANU-PF and the dire eco-
nomic situation means that, because the regime cannot
buy compliance and cannot reasonably coerce everyone,
chances of political and policy concession exist. Added
to this is the rapid and potent penetration of internet serv-
ices and social media.
It is only by harnessing the disparate groups that

the different strengths of the opposition can be
brought to bear on the situation, facilitating change
at various levels. Those fighting for change need to
convene spaces and platforms to generate consensus
and create opportunities for collaboration. 
Protest actions need to allow the ordinary citizens to

participate. Otherwise, activism, if it continues to be
painted as not for the faint hearted, will continue to at-
tract only those who can (admirably) engage in reckless
acts of bravery. It will fail to build the critical mass req-
uisite for change. 
The wave of strikes, demonstrations, and # ac-

tivism that took place earlier this year, were a good
starting point. But they were that – a point of depar-
ture and a wave. Waves, however big, are ephemeral
and, more importantly, may not lead to fundamental
change if they are not part of a strategic long game
that includes a definitive electoral strategy ahead of
2018, bringing on board the demographic dividend
represented by a growing youth population. 
Change occurs when chance meets organisation,

coordination, preparation and sound leadership, not
when opposition forces are disparate and recalcitrant.
Change will come to Zimbabwe, but only as a result
of concerted efforts that bring together various
strengths, and allow unity of purposes to make up for
particular movement’s or individual’s weaknesses.
This applies to both future protest actions, and any

organising that may take place ahead of the 2018
elections.
McDonald Lewanika is currently researching at the LSE
on democracy and the state in Zimbabwe. (See also
page 1.)



In January this year I wrote in the New York
Times that the West had no choice but to re-en-
gage with the Zimbabwe of Robert Mugabe. 

My reason for this view was that organised opposi-
tion was not in sight, and the only casualties of non-
engagement would be the Zimbabwean people. This
was not an endorsement of Robert Mugabe or
ZANU-PF but a forceful reminder of the realpolitik
the West has exercised elsewhere but not in Zim-
babwe. The argument with Zimbabwe has become
personalised and centred on the old Blairite disdain
for Mugabe – which Mugabe more than reciprocated. 
My point was that foreign policy should not be

conducted on the basis of personalities.
In August this year, I was interviewed by the Daily

News Senior Assistant Editor, Guthrie Munyuki. This
became the centre of a storm – not least because
Jonathan Moyo picked up on it and, purporting to cite
it, added the assertion that I had said the This Flag
protest was a storm in a tea-cup (words I never used). 
This interview appears below, with a gloss of what

I would like it to mean.

Interview with the Daily News

Re-engaging with Mugabe’s Zimbabwe
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Professor Stephen Chan assesses the current political turmoil in Zimbabwe and
looks to the future

Q: We have seen ructions in ZANU-PF over the
unresolved succession issues, how are they likely
to shape the future of ZANU-PF?

A: Yes, these ructions will destroy ZANU-PF as the
party of liberation. The war veterans have lost faith
in Mugabe. Joice Mujuru, a genuine war heroine, has
been purged. Emerson Mnangagwa, a hero of the
struggle, has been under sustained attack. 
Those who will be left will have played no part in

armed struggle. If that is the case, those who succeed
Mugabe will need a successful policy programme,
but all we see is struggle for succession and no policy
programme. 
If  Mnangagwa also falls, then the ZANU-PF of

the 2018 elections will not be the same party of the
1980 independence elections.

Q: At 92, President Robert Mugabe is considered
to lack the stamina and energy he once had in
keeping ZANU-PF intact, does his age underline
the current squabbling in ZANU-PF?

A: There is no major leader anywhere else in the
world who is Mugabe’s age. In China, which also
venerates age, you cannot become a member of the

Politburo or become President if you are over 60. You
must have done that in your 50s and then the Presi-
dent only has two terms, so it is impossible to still be
President in your 70s. 
But I think there is a misunderstanding here about

age: it is not just that someone lacks the stamina and
vigour of youth; it is much more that one takes into age
the habits and mental processes of one’s own youth. 
But a man who was in his 20s 70 years ago will

not be able to understand the aspirations, technolog-
ical environment, and complex future imaginings of
those who are in their 20s today. 
In a way, it doesn’t matter how much ZANU-PF

squabbles, if the president and the entire party lose
touch, at one and the same time, with its living liber-
ation history and with the ability fully to understand
the needs and aspirations of very young people. It
then loses its past and its future and has only its
squabbling present.

Q: Is there any role left for him to play in keep-
ing ZANU-PF together when one considers that
he is now being identified with the G40 faction,
yet previously he would, at least publicly, main-
tain a neutral role.

A: What is the G40? We in the West keep hearing of
the G40, but we recognise not a single brilliant tech-
nocratic name; we recognise no one who has the in-
tellectual capacity to rescue Zimbabwe. Whether
Mugabe will come down firmly on the side of the
G40 or not, my worry is that the G40 will not bring
successful policies to Zimbabwe.

Q: How significant is Mugabe’s fall-out with the
war veterans and how do you see things shaping
(up) in ZANU-PF given the relationship that the
ex- combatants have with the military?

A: To lose the war veterans is a disaster for Mugabe.
They fought. They sacrificed. Who else carries the
mantle of the men and women who suffered in the
field against huge odds? I saw the Rhodesian war
machine. It took huge courage to go up against that.
Losing the veterans will mean, as I said, ZANU-PF
is no longer the party of liberation.

Q: For a long time Emmerson Mnangagwa  was
touted as the likely man to succeed Mugabe but
there are doubts based on how he is being humil-
iated by juniors in the party while Mugabe’s
watches on. What’s your take on that?

Contined on next page
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A: I cannot read crystal balls. Perhaps this is not yet
over. We shall see. But it is extraordinary to see a
vice- president treated this way.

Q: What options are there for Mnangagwa and
how does his relationship with the military and
the war veterans help him in his bid in light of the
current attacks by G40?

A: Mnangagwa retains close links with the military,
past and present. To alienate him may be to alienate
very powerful other people. But a coup would be
very bad for Zimbabwe. 
Whoever is president of Zimbabwe should be for

Zimbabweans to decide, not men in uniform. But I
do think Zimbabwe is entering a tense moment.

Q: The economy has remained in the doldrums,
leading to strikes and protests as well as sugges-
tions that Zimbabwe could have its own Arab
Spring; Is Zimbabwe ready for this?
A: There will be no Arab Spring. Besides, the Arab
Spring brought nothing to the people of north Africa
and only untold suffering to the people of Libya and
Syria. People can wrap as many flags around them-
selves as they like. 
This battle will be fought in the great institutions

of the country. Zanu PF is one such institution. 
The army is another. I hope the judiciary will be

another. And, if the church is to be an active institu-
tion in all this, it will take more than just one pastor.

Q: Can the opposition political parties profit from
this situation?

A: The opposition parties have nothing I recognise
as viable policy platforms either.

Q: Is their grand coalition possible given that they
seem to be hesitant and overly cautious in going
towards this route?

A: There will be no grand coalition.  The opposition
leaders are content to be princelings in their own
courts. They are afraid that one of them might indeed
become king.

Q: Zimbabwe’s face of the opposition for 16 years,
Morgan Tsvangirai, is suffering from cancer of
colon: how does this impact his party’s chances in
future elections?

A: Tsvangirai will no longer be a force in Zimbab-
wean politics. He has made his mark in history. He
was a very brave leader of the opposition, and a far
from perfect prime minister.

Q: Do you see him having a role in the 2018 elections?
A: No powerful or decisive role whatsoever.

What would I like it to mean? 
I mean four key things:

1. The 18 opposition parties that came out in sup-
port of recent street protests were late in the game.
They never led the protests from the start and
were too busy sorting out their own differences to
offer early leadership of a country mired in im-
mense dissatisfaction. 
The fact there are 18 of them means that organ-

ised opposition in Zimbabwe is a sorry mess of
factions. Mujuru and Tsvangirai are significant
persons, but there is no indication as to what their
co-operation might mean.

2. This Flag and other exceptionally brave groups
have no programme. They know what they are
against. What they are for adheres closely around a
lack of physical money, and the critique of corruption
follows from that. 
How money is to be found and how it is to be fairly

circulated is not articulated anywhere.

3. ZANU-PF remains the only densely organised
show in town. But I do not advocate any future built
around the current ZANU-PF. I look to the outcome
of power struggles within ZANU-PF.

4. Whoever wins that power struggle cannot very
long hinge a government around liberation tropes and
nostalgia. In 2018 Jonathan Moyo’s fabled G40 gen-
eration, who will be 40, will have been two years old
at liberation in 1980. 
It is not just the president who is dying in Zim-

babwe. Liberation is dying. Its relevance is finished. 
Whoever comes out on top in the vexed Zimbab-

wean struggle, which will likely become more awful,
will need to deal with a modernity that takes no pris-
oners, that will not be generous, and that will loan
monies on terrifyingly harsh conditions.

Finally ...
There is also a fifth point. If the power struggle leads
to a stalemate within ZANU-PF, and the country is
mired in paralysis, and even the army is no longer
paid in coin of substance, it is those within the army
who could become the true opposition to the regime
as it currently stands. 
My great concern is that it will not be a partic-

ularly attractive opposition, and an even less 
attractive government.

Stephen Chan, OBE, is a professor of international 
relations at the School of Oriental and African
Studies.

Continued from previous page
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A political storm is brewing in Zimbabwe over the
introduction of some US$75 million worth of bond
notes, initially scheduled for the end of October
but which the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ)
has delayed to November – or even December (as
it is unsure of public response). 

This is sparking protests from different political move-
ments in Zimbabwe – such as the Evan Mawarire-led
#thisflag and Prosper Mkwananzi’s #tajamuka – and it
faces legal challenges from former Vice-President and
leader of the newly-formed Zimbabwe People First
(ZPF) Joice Mujuru; prominent Harare businessmen
Fredrick Mutanda; and lawyer Fadzai Mahere. Many see
the notes as unbacked bond paper with currency denom-
inations printed on them. They believe their value will
rapidly collapse. 
This is despite the US$200 million dollar facility

that the RBZ claims to have accessed from the
African Export Import (Afrexim) Bank to back the
new bond notes and hold their value. But, as econo-
mist John Robertson has argued, ‘money is all about
trust’. The people of Zimbabwe do not trust the bond
notes because of  Zimbabwe’s recent hyperinflation past. 
For that reason, their introduction is seen as the

act of a desperate and predatory government seek-
ing to return to worthless Zimbabwe dollars. Many
believe that this will only result in ordinary people
suffering, while providing new avenues of accumu-
lation for the political elite.
Contentious history
The financial history of Zimbabwe, of which studies
are only just emerging, has always been contentious. 
Following the colonisation of the country in 1890,

the British South Africa Company arranged to have
its own currency and State and Public Bank in 1899,
but the imperial government refused to ratify their
bill. It was only in 1932 that a Colonial Currency Act
was accepted to allow fully sterling-backed local cur-
rency to be created and managed by a Currency
Board (created in 1938). Because of the full sterling
cover, Southern Rhodesia’s (colonial Zim-
babwe’s) currency was effectively British. 
However, it was designed to favour mainly white

agrarian and, later, foreign manufacturing capital in
an economic system that relegated Africans to
providers of ultra-cheap labour. 

Even then, the resident colonial government still
demanded financial control. It was ultimately given
assent to create a central bank for the Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland (1953-1963) and, in 1964,
(Southern) Rhodesia created its own Reserve Bank.
This became independent of London was inherited
by the post-independence Zimbabwe government. 
Rhodesia was expelled from Britain’s collapsing

sterling area as a sanctions measure against Ian
Smith’s Unilateral Declaration of Independence
(UDI) on 11 November 1965. This only served to
provide what the colonial government had always
wanted: freedom to steer its economic development
through independent financial means that allowed it
to sustain white political and economic dominance. 
Although the Rhodesian state, through financial and

economic measures administered mainly by its Reserve
Bank and Ministerial Economic Development Commit-
tee, managed to resist British and international sanctions,
its capacity to continue financing its rebellion was even-
tually so stretched that it led to the political compromise
at Lancaster House, and the birth of Zimbabwe in 1980.

Reconfiguring the financial system
The Zimbabwean government inherited a vibrant and
diversified financial system which was designed to sup-
port white agrarian and foreign capital interests, while
excluding Africans. It faced the task of redressing these
inequities and reconfiguring the financial system to
make it inclusive. Because too radical a change risked
upsetting a delicate economy, the new government failed
to restructure the economy beyond token measures, such
as providing Small and Medium Enterprise financial
support through a perennially undercapitalised Small
Enterprise Development Corporation, formed in 1983.
For peasant farmers, insufficient support was

provided through some government programmes
and a Land and Agricultural Bank. For over ten
years, the rhetoric of indigenisation was kept at bay as
the government benefited from its reconciliation with
former colonial capital, while appeasing the popu-
lace through unsustainable health and education
subsidies. Along with reduced support of the productive
sectors, this resulted in serious budget deficits, and an
imbalance in its international trade account.

Un(bond)ing Zimbabwe’s financial confidence: bond notes,
people and politics
Tinashe Nyamunda looks at Zimbabwe’s ‘liquidity crunch’

Continued on next page
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The Economic Structural Adjustment Programme
(ESAP) of the early 1990s, with its emphasis on reduc-
ing the bloated civil service and privatisation of paras-
tatals as the main condition of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and World Bank loans, provided to offset
these deficits, only opened up the economy to cheap for-
eign imports – triggering a rapid deindustrialisation,
unemployment and inflation. 
Declining economic conditions brought protests

from civil society groups of peasants, African busi-
nesses, students and workers organisations, and the
newly-formed (in 1999) Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC). 
Thereafter, the increasingly desperate, corrupt and

power-hungry ZANU PF began making a radical
shift. Under the weight of its costly excursions into
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the
government undermined the monetary system by
printing unbudgeted war veteran gratuities as a way
of buying their support as one of the most influential
and vocal civil society groups challenging ZANU PF
legitimacy. 
The government then embarked on a chaotic, fast-

track land reform programme which upset the very back-
bone of the country’s financial system, descending into
an unprecedented financial and economic crisis. 

Financial crisis
The financial implosion resulting from Zimbabwe’s
deepening political crisis brought the Reserve Bank of
Zimbabwe back into the centre of political discourse by
giving it quasi-fiscal responsibilities to resuscitate the
economy, especially with the appointment of Governor
Gideon Gono in 2003. 
Gono embarked on disastrous policies, includ-

ing placing mainly newly-formed indigenous banks
and financial institutions under curatorship. He is
also responsible for putting the money printing press
into overdrive to settle government debt, resulting in
hyperinflation. Despite his unorthodox efforts to
revalue the Zimbabwe dollar under various guises
such as currency revaluations, introducing bearer and
agro cheques between 2005 and 2008, and the For-
eign Exchange Licenced Warehouse and Retail
Shops (FOLIWARS) system to contain the black
market in the currency trade, the public rejected the
Zimbabwe dollar in early 2009. 
The deepening crisis in Zimbabwe manifested itself

in many ways, including through financial implosion.
The economic effects of Zimbabwe’s political chal-
lenges resulted in the country recording hyperinflation
estimated at over 89.7 sextillion per cent (among the

worst in global history) when it was last recorded on
14 November 2008. Thereafter, the Zimbabwean market
rejected Zim dollars, forcing the government legalise a
multi-currency system dominated by the US$, bringing
an end to the hyperinflation which had resulted in a
shortage of goods in shops, dislocation of business, the
erosion of people’s incomes and the loss of foreign and
domestic investment. 
The adoption of a multi-currency system, which co-

incided with the signing of the global political agreement
between the main contesting political parties (two MDC
formations and ZANU PF) eliminated the inflation prob-
lem, and even increased the public and economic confi-
dence. These developments bond(ed) or reunited the
nation to a degree as the parties worked for the country’s
economic recovery, even as power struggles continued.
A brief recovery saw employment prospects and real

incomes increase, while business slowly improved, but
a new problem emerged: the country could no longer
print its own money and had to rely on foreign currencies
acquired only through trade, and its negative balance of
payment account injected deflationary and liquidity
problems which were only offset by donor funds sup-
porting the health and education sectors.

Liquidity crunch
In 2013, ZANU PF won elections which were cele-
brated by African observers for being relatively free
of political violence – although opposition parties
and western observers cited many irregularities
which, in their view, made the exercise unfair. 
But the results were upheld, heralding the return

of legitimately voted government. Normal adminis-
trative business could resume and donors could with-
draw their funds to allow government to take over its
full responsibilities. But this injected a severe liquid-
ity crunch in an economy that produced well below
what it consumed as imports. 
The multi-currency basket had been funded by the

foreign currency that people held onto during hyperin-
flation (and which they were not legally allowed to
use); by expatriate banks using their nostro accounts to
bring in US dollars; by South African rands flowing as
a medium of trade among cross border traders in Zim-
babwe (until they were also rejected by the public when
their value collapsed in 2015); by donor funding and,
although remittances had declined after 2009, Zimbab-
weans in the diaspora adjusted to the effects of the
global economic recession and still supplied currency
as remittances.
But production for exports remained far below the

required revenue for imports, and even those notes
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imported from the US haemorrhaged out as Zimbabwe
became what former Finance Minister Tendai Biti has
termed a ‘supermarket economy’ of net consumers
dominated by informal traders whose source of goods
is foreign markets such as South Africa, Dubai and
China. Meanwhile, with a return to supposedly legiti-
mate governance, donor funding dried up.
Perhaps the biggest cause of the liquidity crunch

was the lack of confidence in ZANU PF’s election vic-
tory that led to many investors disinvesting in Zim-
babwe, while corrupt government officials worsened
the situation through externalising their ill-gotten
riches to offshore accounts. The threat, later rescinded,
by Minister of Indigenisation and Economic Empow-
erment, Patrick Zhuwawo (President Robert Mugabe’s
nephew), to nationalise/indigenise all the banking in-
stitutions, also dampened confidence.

The bond notes
The effects of late or non-payment of civil service
salaries and other obligations prompted the govern-
ment to introduce bond notes as an interim solution.
This was phased, starting with bond coins of denom-
inations of 1, 5, 10 and 25 cents, released in January,
and a 50 cent coin released in March 2016. 
The public was sceptical, correctly predicting that

it was a way to test the re-introduction of a local cur-
rency. Although these coins have circulated with
much ease alongside higher denomination US dol-
lars, introducing bond notes of equivalent denomi-
nations is likely to result in people hoarding their
hard currency in liquid form. Many fear that govern-
ment will go after people’s foreign currency savings
held by banks. 
Given that even the availability of the Afrexim Bank

facility is being questioned and the suggestion that gov-
ernment is desperate to pay off debt and civil service
salaries, many people believe that the printing press
will again be abused, re-igniting the turmoil of 2008.
Even before the introduction of these notes, there

have been many protests against the idea – inter-
twined with numerous others against the govern-
ment, which has failed to provide the 2.2 million jobs
it promised, and other policies through which ZANU
PF was supposed to prompt economic recovery. 
Instead, the political scene has been dominated by

factional fights and succession politics while the econ-
omy continues to contract under the weight of a wors-
ening liquidity squeeze, forcing the need for bond
notes. If these notes are introduced, it is likely to gal-
vanise opposition to the government. If the opposition
is to mobilise around this, it can be a powerful issue in

the next election, especially if it triggers inflation and
resuscitates the parallel black market for hard currency. 
Moreover, there is fear that the accompanying ex-

change controls which will allow a few access to nos-
tro accounts and foreign currency will again provide
any opportunity for the ZANU PF elite and their
clients to accumulate, engendering even more bitter-
ness from the public. 
Inasmuch as the government has never really

cared about the plight of its people and used various
mechanisms to retain power despite their poor eco-
nomic record, the introduction of bond notes will
produce one of two scenarios: either further protests
under severe government repression, or as a game-
changer in Zimbabwean politics. 
However, if, by 2018, Robert Mugabe is no longer

in the picture, for whatever reason, the effects of
bond notes will reset the game in unpredictable ways.
Even if the US$200 million offshore facility is re-

garded enough to back the bond notes (which many
argue it won’t be), given the propensity by the govern-
ment to settle debt by printing, the weakness in bond
notes lies in the public’s perception of them. More than
any technical mechanisms of managing currency,
money is really about public confidence in it.

‘Not real money’
People I have spoken to all argue that bond notes are
‘not real money’. They cannot be used in interna-
tional trade and in a ‘supermarket’ economy heavily
reliant on imports, and it is difficult to see how they
will be kept at a par with the US dollar. 
Social media has found numerous and inventive

ways to explain this government desperation. Most
argue that the government is trying to print currency
denominations on bond paper, the value of which
will not be worth the paper it is printed on. The run-
ning joke is that if the state can get away with print-
ing bond papers as currency, they might as well draw
pieces of roasted chicken on them and convince the
public that is actually edible. 
The result is that it only likely to cause indi-

gestion in an already upset economy, triggering
another financial crisis for the most vulnerable of
society. The ultimate effect of bond notes in pop-
ular imagination is that they are likely to un(bond)
the nation politically, economically and socially.
Tinashe Nyamunda is a Post-doctoral Fellow, Uni-
versity of the Free State, South Africa. He is editor
with Richard Saunders of Facets of Power. Politics,
Profits and People in the Making of Zimbabwe's
Blood Diamonds (see page 11).



after independence, in the way white farmers justified
their continued ownership of most of Zimbabwe’s prime
farmland.
This is the first comprehensive analysis of the role

of farm welfare initiatives in Zimbabwe’s agrarian
history, and the impact of farm seizures on the lives
of farmworkers. 
304 pp. Weaver Press, Zimbabwe. 2016. ISBN
9781779222916 paperback.

Munyaradzi Mawere
Heritage Practices for Sustainability: Ethnographic
Insights from the BaTonga Community Museum in
Zimbabwe
This book critically examines the effects and socio-
economic contribution of the BaTonga Community
Museum to the local communities and other sectors
of the economy. 
It draws extensively on and problematises preva-

lent debates on the biography of things to surface out
the primacy of agency in heritage and sustainability. 
108 pp. Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon. 2016. ISBN
9789956763078  paperback.

Sam Moyo and Yoichi Mine (editors)
What Colonialism Ignored – ‘African Potentials’ for
Resolving Conflicts in Southern Africa
Drawing on the everyday experience of rural and
urban people in Zimbabwe, South Africa, Namibia
and Zambia, this book brings leading Japanese
scholars of Southern Africa into conversation with
their African colleagues. The result is a comparative
exploration of the richness of bottom-up ‘African po-
tentials' for conflict resolution in Southern Africa.  
388 pp. Langaa RPCIG, Cameroon. 2016. 
ISBN 9789956763399 paperback. 

Sara Rich Dorman 
Understanding Zimbabwe - From Liberation to
Authoritarianism
This book tracks how the relationship between ZANU-
PF and activists was determined by the liberation strug-
gle, explaining how electoral machinery, the judiciary,
and other institutions of state control ensured ZANU-PF
hegemony, even as other forces in Zimbabwean society
demanded accountability and representation. This is a
story of ambiguity and complexity in which the state
and civil society mimic and learn from each other.
We learn how both structural and direct violence are
deployed by the regime, but also how ad hoc and
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David Coltart 
50 Years of Tyranny in Zimbabwe
NOW AVAILABLE IN THE UK 
This autobiographical account of David Coltart’s legal

and political work,
based on his meticulous
diary, notes and records,
was announced in the
Zimbabwe Review ear-
lier this year (February
edition), when it was
published in South
Africa. It is now avail-
able in the UK from all
good bookshops and
online. 
David Coltart has
served as principal de-
fence counsel for many
Zimbabwean politicians

who have fallen foul of Robert Mugabe. He served as
the first legal secretary to the MDC, and, following
his election to parliament, as Minister of Education,
Sport, Arts and 680 pp, Jacana Media, South Africa,
2016, ISBN 9781431423187 paperback

Andrew Hartnack
Ordered Estates. Welfare, Power and Maternalism
on Zimbabwe's (Once White) Highveld
The role played by white women – so-called ‘farmers’
wives’ – on commercial farms in Zimbabwe has been
almost completely ignored.

For all the public role
and overt power as-
cribed to white male
farmers, their wives
played an equally im-
portant role in power
and labour relations on
white commercial
farms. This ‘soft power’
took the form of mater-
nalistic welfare initia-
tives such as clinics,
schools, orphan pro-
grammes and women’s
clubs. 

These played an important role in attracting
farm labourers and governing their behaviour, and

New books from and about Zimbabwe



widespread international solidarity movements. 
Even with the difficult legacies they inherited,

their performance in power has been deeply disap-
pointing. Roger Southall tracks the experiences in
government of ZANU-PF, SWAPO and the ANC, ar-
guing that such movements are characterised by par-
adoxical qualities, both emancipatory and
authoritarian. He concludes that, while they will sur-
vive organisationally, their essence as progressive
forces is dying, and that hopes of a genuine liberation
throughout the region will depend upon political
re-alignments alongside both moral and intellectual
regeneration. 
400 pp. James Currey, Boydell & Brewer, Surrey.
February 2016. ISBN 9781847011343 paperback. 
(See our May edition for a review by Hugh Macmillan.)

Richard Saunders and Tinashe Nyamunda (editors)
Facets of Power. Politics, Profits and People in the
Making of Zimbabwe's Blood Diamonds 

This is the first com-
prehensive account of
the emergence, mean-
ing and profound im-
pact of Chiadzwa's
diamonds. 
Drawing on new field-
work and published
sources, the contribu-
tors present a graphic
and accessibly-written
narrative of corruption
and greed, and resist-
ance by those who have
suffered at the hands of

the mineral's secretive and violent beneficiaries. 
If the lessons of resistance have been mostly dis-

heartening ones, they also point towards more effec-
tive strategies for managing public resources, and
mounting democratic challenges to elites whose
power is sustained by preying on them. 
236 pp. Weaver Press, Zimbabwe. 2016. 
ISBN 9781779222886 paperback. 
Also available as an e-book ISBN 9781779222893
ASIN B01F80Z3A8  

(See pages 4–6 for an article on Zimbabwe’s cur-
rency by Tinashe Nyamunda, Un(bond)ing Zim-
babwe’s financial confidence: bond notes, people
and politics)

unplanned many of their
interventions really are. 
Even as the liberation

war generation reluc-
tantly exits the Zimbab-
wean political stage, its
influence continues to
shape interaction be-
tween citizens and the
state. 
352 pp. Hurst Publish-
ers, London. Septem-

ber 2016. ISBN9781849045834 paperback.
Bongani Sibanda
Grace & Other Stories
This collection of short stories explores the ‘survival
of the fittest’ in the hardship and poverty of a remote
village in Matabeleland. Bongani Sibanda draws his
characters and their situations with a sardonic eye
and caustic humour. He satirises churches which en-
rich their leaders with the tithes of the poor, and
draws our attention to self-proclaimed pastors who
use the ‘gospel of nationalism and patriotism’ to per-
suade their congregants to desist from supporting op-
position politics. Patriarchy, family hierarchies, and
the traditional position of women and children, all
fall under wry but compassionate scrutiny. 
102 pp. Weaver Press, Zimbabwe. 2016. 
ISBN 9781779222947 paperback.

Roger Southall 
Liberation Movements in Power – Party and State in
Southern Africa
The Southern African liberation movements arose to
combat racism, colonialism and settler capitalism and
engaged in armed struggle to establish democracy.
They moved into government embodying the hopes
and aspirations of their mass of supporters and of
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Many African writers write in the Diaspora, and
do so very well: those who continue to write in
their home countries are often doing so with min-
imal budgets and few opportunities to publish or
share their work.
For this reason, I am interested in advocating and
promoting the positive work that is coming from
Africa and, more specifically, Zimbabwe.
Christopher Gwata
Christopher Gwata’s Botso (Shona) stems from his
experience as a youth counsellor. Coiled around the
parable of the prodigal son, Botso describes the life
and experiences of a contemporary young man –
Tichaona. In addition to appealing to the young to
respect parents and guardians, Gwata discusses as-
sociated themes such as child abuse, HIV/AIDS and
traditional practices and values, and highlights the
consequences of bad companionship. 

Pfumisa (Shona) deals with the empowerment of
women and girl children. It teaches that the rights of
women and girls are best understood from a Christian
background and covers themes such as combating HIV
and AIDS and domestic violence – seeing men as the
source of, rather that the solution to this problem.

Mai Muhondo (Shona) appeals to educational in-
stitutions to support nature conservation, and shows
how various stakeholders, such as churches, tradi-
tional leaders and business communities, can play a
part in this. It singles out human resources as being
the most important aspect in community develop-
ment programmes.

Tears of Water (English novel) is about the kind
of education we offer our children. Set in an imagi-
nary country in Africa, Zhowe, it shows schools op-
erating a colonial system of education – a
master-and-servant scenario, and which remains in
place even independence. It is, though, a success
story, describing positive signs of change, such as:
• an increase in creativity and origination as 
opposed to ‘copy and paste’ attitudes by the pupils

• introducing more relevance to village life – 
reducing the academic competition among pupils
that can inhibit students’ inherent talent.

• providing positive debate among teachers, gener
ating research topics.
The novel shows how although existing in slavery

might seem easier than being free, the latter allows
people to take up responsibilities for nation-building.

Tears of Water was voted Outstanding Fiction Book
in the NAMA Awards of 2008. 

Christopher Gwata’s books are widely recom-
mended for use in schools as educational support
materials.
Philani Amadeus Nyoni
Philani Amadeus Nyoni
(PAN) is considered one
of the most gifted of Zim-
babwean poets by author-
ities such as fellow-poet
John Eppel and the Uni-
versity of Zimbabwe’s
Memory Chirere, who
have likened him to the
late Dambudzo Marechera
of House of Hunger. PAN’s poetry knows no bound-
aries, his voice is established and he handles his work
with care and authority. He has clout and is boldly fear-
less, as feisty as he is controlled. He chooses to write
within the bounds of his homeland, surrounded by the
spirits of those who came before him.
His debut, in 2012, Once A Lover Always A Fool,

published when he was only twenty-three, is a pro-
found exploration of love in three chapters of poetry:
The Light Pages and the Dark Pages, and, finally, the
abandonments, in The Lost Verses. 
In Once A Lover, Nyoni exhibits an intensity and

understanding of matters of the heart. Poems such as
A Midnight Dance, To Youth, and Dear Memory
show him to be master wordsmith.

In Hewn From Rock, Nyoni collaborates with
John Eppel to produce a collection of nineteen pieces
each. Nyoni says the project took him four years to
complete because he was working with a master. 
‘You cannot one-up John Eppel in style and form

… What you have to do is do your own thing and do
it well,’ he says.
The project goes beyond the simple comparison

of black and white: Eppel is mellow and experienced,
while Nyoni has the brashness of youth. He leans
more towards free verse but roars subtly with internal
rhymes and the other poetic devices. His punning in
poems is brutal – one wonders whether the subject
of his interest was the First Lady or some other older
woman in lines like, ‘You can make me scream your
name/I’ll say Grace before I eat it …’ 
Nyoni, mischievous as always, would respond, ‘I

am responsible for what I say not what you hear.’

Two Zimbabwean writers
Dorcas Gwata on the work of two writers whose books she is helping to distribute
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Although his personal life largely remains a mys-
tery (he insists he is asexual), he and his work are ut-
terly provocative: in 2013 the state-owned Chronicle
castigated his performance at the Intwasa Arts Festi-
val in his hometown. Among other critics, his work
was deemed ‘not suitable for public rehearsal’ (sic).
Most recently, he walked off stage without a word
after receiving another National Arts Merit Award for
poetry (spoken-word). 
PAN’s third book, Mars his Sword, written when he

was only 26, contains 308 sonnets, and is his take on the
Shakespearean sonnet. The themes are as varied as life
can be: love, sex, coming of age, adultery, politics, and
offers a commentary of affairs in Zimbabwe, Africa and
the world. He fuses an African sound and aesthetic into
the English form and stretches it by deviating from tra-
ditional full rhymes using reverse and half rhymes.

For more information go to: 
http://www.tribalsands.com/dorcas_blog/philan-
thropy/on-africa-poetry-and-life-exclusive-with-phi-
lani-amadeus-nyoni-pan/ Signed copies are available
from Dorcas Gwata: dgwata@googlemail.com

Books by Christopher C. Gwata
Botso (Shona) 172 pp, Christopher C. Gwata and
Rose Chituku, Zimbabwe 2007, ISBN-13: 978-
0797430174, Hardcover, £8.99
Pfumisa 170 pp, Marondera New Era College, Zim-
babwe, 2010, ISBN:0797430717, £8.99
Mai Muhondo 172 pp, Christopher C. Gwata and
Rose Chituku, Zimbabwe, 2007, ISBN
9780797430785, Hardcover, £8.99

Tears of Water, 184 pp, Marondera New Era College,
Zimbabwe, 2010, 0797434453, £8.99
Books by Philani Amadeus Nyoni 
Once A Lover Always A Fool, Zimbabwe, 58 pp,
2013, 978-062053446, paperback, £6.99
Hewn from rock, 48 pp, CreateSpace Independent
Publishing, 2014, ISBN: 978-1499188561, paper-
back, £7.99 
Mars, his Sword  Zimbabwe, xxx pp, 20xx, 000
0000000 

Dorcas Gwata is an award-winning Global Health
Specialist, African Affairs Analyst and a Trustee of
the Charity Zimbabwe Health Training Support
(ZHTS – see the November 2015 issue of This Re-
view), and has a background in Global Mental
Health, Gender Violence and African Cultural Prac-
tices and has an interest in African arts.

African thoughts
by Philani Amadeus Nyoni 
Africa is that vast stretch of land within my soul
Undefiled by the stride of the colonial lion
Hunting down the gazelle of my being.
It’s the common darkness of our skin,
Night; speckled with dots of light
Different languages, cultures, identities
All beaming around the common moon of
Ubuntu, Chivanhu, Humanity.

It’s this ‘darkness’ which they tried to defile
With their light, borne by Moffat and Livingstone,
Sent to rape our identities in missionary position
Then fail to explain what colour the Father is
If the ‘son is white’, thus Africa
Is that part of me that doesn’t belong to
Jesus of Nazareth, whose holey hands
Have sent more tumbling to the pits of hell
Than they have saved!

Often I say these things and my own people
Get cross and want to crucify me,
They call me sacrilegious ’cause I have the balls
To read the Bible upside-down
And say what it’s saying when it’s saying
What they are not saying it’s saying;
Who’s insane?! Why not call me mean, because I mean
What I say and I say what I mean and what I mean is
Jesus is not the menace, no,
It’s those that used his stripes to bind our eyes,
Aye! Like those powdering the bones
Of Nehanda and Kaguvi to poison our minds:
I’m talking about you Gabriel, Lucifer!
And all you other angels turned demons,
All you fools of empty promises,
Yes you ho smile for the camera and frown
As you toast civil servants baking in the sun
For daily bread.

You see the African I am is not a Google definition,
But how do I wean my siblings off the nipples
On the internet and make them face books
And realise that they are more than just a Facebook
profile?
That Africa is not straight caps, baggy jeans and cheap
Fifty cent rhymes, no! It’s the song of Bambatha,
And that beating beast beneath my breast
That bellowed ‘AMANDLA!’
While Desmond was shooting his mouth like a 2-2.
When dubul’ ibhunu was the right thing to say,
Apologies white folks for any ricochet.

Reprinted from http://badilishapoetry.com/philani-
amadeus-nyoni/. 
All work on this website is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5
South Africa License.



Britain Zimbabwe Society Membership 
Promotion role

The BZS Executive Committee is looking for someone to
take on the membership promotion role. This is an unpaid
position, but offers great opportunities to network with an
array of people across the spectrum having links with 
Zimbabwe. The post-holder would need to be a member 
of the BZS and would join the Executive Committee.

The membership promotion role includes:
– Contacting UK academics who research on, &/or have 

postgraduate students researching on, Zimbabwe, to ask 
them to join the Society if they’re not already members;
and to encourage their students to join/get involved in the 
research dissemination work of the Society

– Contacting organisations with past and present links with 
BZS, to encourage their members to join or renew member-
ship. This includes all our partners in organising 
Research Days, as well as all the organisations that we 
have partnered to help them in organising their events. 
The list includes government departments, diaspora 
organisations, faith groups and NGOs.

– Contacting users of the Society’s Facebook page to 
encourage them to join.

– Attending Zimbabwe-related events with possibilities for 
recruitment

– Promoting the Society, its events, its website and the 
benefits of membership across social media platforms

The role does not include administration of membership records
(although it can be included if required).

The role would be a very useful one for anyone wanting to 
expand her/his Zimbabwe network. There is no minimum time
commitment, as the post is entirely voluntary. It is envisaged
that the post holder will want to be involved because s/he
finds the tasks fun and useful. All reasonable expenses will
be covered.

If interested, please contact:
Margaret Ling: margaret.ling@geo2.poptel.org.uk, or
Diana Jeater: diana.jeater@btinternet.com 

The following tribute to Alan Wilkinson was given at
his funeral on behalf of the Zimbabwe Association.

Alan was brought up in Bulawayo, and part of his rain-
bow personality was always a proud Zimbabwean.
In 2001, he was outraged by the situation of 

Zimbabwean refugees fleeing to the UK to escape
state repression, and struggling through the maze of
UK migration regulations.  Together with Sarah Har-
land and others, he founded the Zimbabwe Associa-
tion to provide practical help and emotional support
to Zimbabwean asylum seekers.
Our small charity works with the poorest and most

vulnerable segment of the Zimbabwean diaspora. For
Alan, charity meant solidarity, partnership and sharing.
He radiated confidence, and had an unshakeable belief
in the capacity of people who had experienced fear and
deprivation to change and grow, and to emerge strong
and confident, able to solve their own problems.
From 2009 up to his death, Alan was the much-

loved chair of the board of trustees. He was an orig-
inal and creative thinker at the helm of the ZA, and
it was he who coined its strapline, Lighting the Way –
for Zimbabweans in the UK. 
He was able to light a touchpaper under the

agenda to turn a meeting into a fun experience from
which everyone emerged feeling challenged, but
stronger and more inspired. He had a very special
capacity to create an enthusiastic, motivated team.
At a recent strategy day, Alan came up with a

word to describe what the ZA was trying to achieve.
He said that we were seeking to put ‘zing’ into the lives
of everyone in our community, to revitalise, to have fun. 

Obituary: Alan Wilkinson
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A few days after Alan died, I came across this
quotation from a supporter of the activist group 
Kubatana, describing what inspired him in these
troubled times in Zimbabwe:
‘The determined efforts, and spirited focus by

Zimbabweans from all paths and circles of life
against authoritarianism ...transmits a ‘zing’ of 
confidence, hope and dawn of a new dispensation
from my skull nerves to my balls right to the tip of
my foot. Authoritarianism and the despotic dispen-
sation are under electrocution. 
‘Thank you Alan, for lighting the way for the ZA,

and always giving us a ‘zing’. We miss you hugely.
Go well, and may the light shine upon you as you
travel onwards.’ 
Margaret Ling, Trustee, Zimbabwe Association 
On behalf of the Board and membersPhoto © Pete le May: Alan at ZA Spring Event,

Amnesty International, 2008
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Marechera archive
Professor Flora Veit-Wild has announced that she
has deposited her extensive archive on the life and
work of Dambudzo Marechera at the Humboldt Uni-
versity of Berlin. She says: ‘The Dambudzo Marechera
Archive [is] accessible for researchers both in physical
form at the University Library and digitalised, in a media
repository on the university website, see: https://rs.
cms.hu-berlin.de/marecheraarchive/pages/home
.php?login=true.’

Eventually, more advanced technical training be-
came available. The Technical Centre became an im-
portant part of the whole complex, along with a
larger secondary school offering ‘O’ levels to start
with, and later ‘A levels.

Father Ted Rogers

From Father Ted Rogers
The following is a shortened version of a report
which originally appeared in ‘IN TOUCH’, Jesuit
Newsletter Zimbabwe.
The 35th St Peter’s Kubatana Technology Centre’s
Graduation ceremony in Highfields took place on 7
July. Minister of Higher and Tertiary Education, Sci-
ence and Technology Honourable Professor
Jonathan Moyo conferred around 120 students with
National Certificates and National Foundation Cer-
tificates About 500 people attended.

The Director of St Peter’s Kubatana, Fr Anesu
Manyere SJ, congratulated the students graduating in
machine-shop engineering, wood machining and
manufacturing technology, automotive engineering
and brick- and block-laying. 
Acting Principal, Mrs Flora Jaure commended the

efforts of the staff and the students on their commit-
ment and expressed her joy in the progress of various
projects undertaken. This includes waste management:
a manual waste sorting system, separating the recycla-
ble, non-recyclable and biodegradable material.
St Peter’s Kubatana is now transforming its status

from a technology centre to an Industrial Training
College, bringing the total number to five countrywide.
A long history
There is a long history of technical and skills training
at St Peter’s: when I started the school in 1963 with
the help of a number of volunteers to help the many
black pupils who had no chance of further studies
(there was one government secondary school for
blacks in Salisbury, but 14 for whites). Our commu-
nity school became a junior secondary school and it
was decided to put as much skills training as possible
into the programme, to help the students find em-
ployment or start businesses. 
In 1968, volunteer Chris Crompton, a graduate elec-

trical engineer, set up the programme of science and
technology using homemade equipment, such as milk
bottles.
The school moved to Kambuzuma and, by 1970

– when Chris, by then headmaster, left the school
there were courses in building, technical drawing and
needlework. It transferred to a new site at Glen Nora,
Highfields in 1971 and it became possible to set up
more technical activities as Fr Antony (Jeep) Davis
came to join us. He had a history of technical training
at Musami mission and started with building and car-
pentry and even built new facilities for the school. 

News

Petinah Gappah interview
An interview with Petinah Gappah features on
the website for the Women’s Prize for Fiction’.
Petinah describes writing her novel novel The Book of
Memory, about a woman on Death Row in Zimbabwe,
and her experience of translating Orwell into a native
African language for the first time. 
Of the first, she says, having read that there was one

woman on Death Row in Zimbabwe, ‘I thought how in-
credibly lonely and terrifying that must be ... I wondered
what might have brought that woman to that place.’ She
adds that much of the book reflects her ‘life in the 1980s,
particularly being uprooted ... and transplanted in the
suburbs where I became one of the first group of black
kids to integrate a formerly all-white school in the social
transition from Rhodesia to Zimbabwe.’
She also describes the experience of translating

George Orwell’s Animal Farm into Shona: ‘a story
that is universal in its depiction of a revolution that
eventually soured, a story all too familiar to Zimbab-
weans.’ (See: http://www.womensprizeforfiction.
co.uk/2016/a-qa-with-petina-gappah)

A book and a short story
BZS member Marieke Clarke has co-written with
Pathisa Nyathi: Welshman Hadane Mabhena: a voice
for Matabeleland. The publisher is Amagugu,
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, 2016.

Kathy Mansfield (also a BZS member) has pub-
lished a moving short story about a young Zimbab-
wean’s experience of the land reform programme, The
piano lesson.
It can be read on online in the Toasted Cheese Lit-

erary Journal:http://tclj.toasted-cheese.com/2016/
16-3/the-piano-lesson-by-kathy-mansfield/
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Britain Zimbabwe Society Membership Form
To join and receive regular newsletters, e-mail discussion forum and conference discounts please print off
and send the form below to the membership secretary with your remittance to:

Margaret Ling  25 Endymion Road, London N4 1EE
Please enrol me/us in the BZS 

Rate A Rate B Rate A Rate B

Ordinary £18 £21          Unwaged/Student £7.50 £10

Joint (two at one address) £21 £23 Institution £40 £40

Membership runs by calendar year, renewals are due on 1 January each year.
Rate A applies to those who pay by Standing Order (please ask for a form to be sent to you).
Rate B applies to those who pay by cheque (made out to ‘Britain Zimbabwe Society’), or online on our website:
www.britainzimbabwe.org.uk/membership
NAME: _________________________________   TELEPHONE: ______________________________
POSTAL ADDRESS  __________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ________________________________

BRITAIN ZIMBABWE SOCIETY RESEARCH DAY 2017
Staying Alive in Zimbabwe - Food, Land and Livelihoods
SAVE THE DATE Saturday 17 June 2017, 8.30am – 5.30pm

St. Antony’s College, Nissan Theatre, 62 Woodstock Road, Oxford, OX2 6JF

In partnership with the Oxford African Studies Centre 

Contact Pauline Dodgson-Katiyo pauline.dodgson@btinternet.com or Diana Jeater
diana.jeater@btinternet.com for more information on the programme

Secretary (Minutes/Correspondence): Pat Brickhill, 1A Selbourne Place, Minehead, Somerset TA24 5TY  
email: zimgekko@aol.com
Membership Secretary:Margaret Ling, 25 Endymion Road, London N4 1EE
email: margaret.ling@geo2.poptel.org.uk

BZS Executive members
President: Knox Chitiyo

2016–2017 Officers and Executive
Chair:Pauline Dodgson-Katiyo
Vice-Chairs: Millius Palayiwa, Rori Masiane
Secretary (Minutes/Correspondence):Pat Brickhill
Secretary (Membership): Margaret Ling 
Information and Publications Officer: Jenny Vaughan
Web Officer: Philip Weiss
Treasurer: Margaret Ling

Other Executive members:
Diana Jeater
Bruce Mutsvairo
Richard Pantlin
Ranka Primorac
Victor de Waal 
Representatives of: Stevenage-Kadoma Link 
Association; Zimbabwe Association
Note: There are vacancies on the Executive: please
contact Pat Brickhill if you are interested in joining it.

Contact the Britain Zimbabwe Society


