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dumping areas into a small park and recycling all the
waste we can. There already is an informal recycling in-
dustry, with some people specialising in plastic bottles,
others in tyre rubber and so on. 
‘We invited senior citizens to talk about life when

they were young. Hearing about the founding gener-
ation ... our youth came out asking ‘If they could do
so much, what can we do to improve life now?’
‘They’ve also started visiting old people’s homes

...  regularly, just to listen to the old folks and share
a few oranges. That may lead to other action, but it
will be action based on what the receivers want. Even
now, we see the difference in the old people just be-
cause someone is ready to listen to them.’

Photographs: © Brian Macgarry

Recycling and remembering: Brian 
Macgarry describes work being done by
young people in Mbare
In his Christmas letter to his friends (including BZS
members) Father Brian Macgarry described some
of the activities young people in Mbare have taken
part in – and enclosed pictures. He wrote:
‘Youth groups from several other churches have joined
us in cleaning the area around the most overcrowded
flats in our neighbourhood ... and our dynamic young
parish priest has proposed turning one of the worst
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Cracks appear in Mugabe’s kleptocracy
Wilf Mbanga examines the disclosures about the extent of corruption in today’s
Zimbabwe

headed by High Court judge Godfrey Chidyausiku –
now the Chief Justice – to look into the allegations.
Many top-level names were mentioned (among them,
former vice president Joice Mujuru), but none has
ever been prosecuted3. 
In the 1990s the Harare Airport scandal emerged

when a company connected to Mugabe’s nephew, Leo,
was awarded the contract – despite having come fourth
in the tender process. Martin Meredith’s book Mugabe:
Power, Plunder and the Struggle for Zimbabwe docu-
ments how, during the building of the airport, the com-
pany’s Saudi owner wrote to Mugabe complaining
about the kickbacks he had been expected to pay to
ministers and officials – including Leo4.
Electricity crisis
Lack of maintenance has crippled Zimbabwe’s elec-
tricity supplies for years. The country relies on Cab-
ora Bassa hydro power and the South African grid.
South Africa recently gave two months’ notice that
this would be disconnected if the bill wasn’t paid. 
As The Standard’s coverage showed, the govern-

ment’s reaction defies belief5. Mugabe’s son-in-law’s
brother, Derrick Chikore, imported several massively
expensive diesel generators and installed them at
Dema, near Seke, to feed electricity into the national
grid – against the advice of engineers at ZESA, who
warned that this was unsustainably expensive. Now,
the project has been removed from ZESA’s control
and handed over to the president’s office. 
A catalogue of corruption
Further revelations, such as one from source.co.zw,
add to this catalogue of corruption6.
The country’s only iron and steel works, ZISCO,

once one of the largest employers and an important
generator of foreign exchange, has been lying idle
for years – saddled with a huge debt and stifled by
government interference. 
An Indian company, Essar, expressed interest in

buying it, but so many ministers apparently tried to
climb on the bandwagon – demanding huge bribes –
that the deal fell through. Some ministers alleged oth-
ers had looted equipment and assets to such an extent
that the company’s operations were crippled. 
Social media and street conversations have sur-

rounded former Information Minister Jonathan
Moyo, now Minister of Higher Education, after he
admitted taking about half a million dollars from the

As the jostling for position and influence in a post-
Mugabe Zimbabwe intensifies, fierce factional
fighting has resulted in unprecedented leaking of
information about the web of corruption that has
destroyed the economy.

Hardly a day goes by without a report of some new
scandal. Although Zimbabweans are well aware that
corruption has reached unprecedented levels, never
before have so many of the grisly details been avail-
able in the public domain, as political rivals strive to
discredit one another. Zimbabwe is now effectively
ruled by what can be regarded as a parasitic network
of scavengers both in government and in the private
sector feeding off one another.
As usual, President Robert Mugabe pontificates

about the corruption curse – threatening to ‘deal with
it severely’. He has been doing this since the 1980s,
but passionate vocal outrage has been his sole con-
tribution. Not only have few perpetrators ever pub-
licly been brought to book, many appear to have been
rewarded for their crimes. 

Willowgate and Paweni remembered
Remember Willowgate? That was in 1988. Frederick
Shava, then Minister of Labour, was convicted of per-
jury by the Sandura Commission and should have been
jailed. Last year, Newsday resurrected the incident and
its consequences1. Shava never even arrived at the
prison’s entrance. The minute he was found guilty, Mu-
gabe issued a presidential pardon. Shava is now Zim-
babwe’s ambassador to the United Nations.
Also in the 1980s was the Paweni scandal2. Busi-

nessman Samson Paweni was reported to have con-
nived with the late Minister of Labour Kumbirai
Kangai to loot food aid. The Zimbabwe Independent
reported how maize was diverted and sold, and
Paweni imprisoned – but Kangai remained a cabinet
minister for years.

The War Victims Compensation Fund
Most wicked was the looting of the War Victims
Compensation Fund, set up to compensate guerrillas
injured during the liberation struggle. Able-bodied
political heavyweights appeared to abuse this by
claiming between 20 and 100 per cent disability
while continuing to work for government. 
The NewZimbabwe website has recorded how a

commission of inquiry was set up in the 1990s,
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Zimbabwe Manpower Development Fund
(ZIMDEF). These funds, raised by a tax levy on busi-
nesses, are supposed to go towards vocational train-
ing. Moyo proudly proclaimed himself, via social
media, to be Robin Hood – claiming to have used the
money to buy bicycles for chiefs and headmen in his
constituency and to make donations to Grace Mu-
gabe for her rallies.7
Evidence emerging in 2016 also revealed the ex-

tent of how corruption has destroyed Zimbabwe’s
once-lucrative agriculture. Since the farm invasions
began in 2000, Zanu (PF) has had a policy of one-
man-one-farm, but attempts to find out who owns
what seem always to have been thwarted. Either an
audit commission is dissolved before it can complete
its task, or the results are never published. As, ac-
cording to zimditvnews8, Mugabe is commonly be-
lieved to have 13 farms, if leadership is seen to be by
example, ministers feel confident that nothing will
happen to those who have only three or four farms. 

A cancer
The continuing disclosures reveal the extent of this
‘cancer’. Civil servants now seem to expect to be paid
above their salaries to do their jobs. But even un-
shockable Zimbabweans were astounded when some-
one blew the whistle on four top ZIMRA officials who
paid themselves $15 million in unauthorised salaries
and allowances over the past three years. They even
bought new vehicles in South Africa and smuggled
them into Zimbabwe as second-hand in order to
avoid duties. The four have been suspended – but
will anything happen to them9?
Many ministers, top civil servants and military

service chiefs have for years benefitted from the pres-
idential inputs scheme in support of agriculture. Mil-
lions of dollars worth of tractors, equipment,
fertilisers, seeds and so on have disappeared, without
any consequent economic activity.
Sophisticated organised crime elsewhere in the

world could take lessons from Zimbabwe. Now,
crooked government officials and parastatal heads re-
alise they can get protection from ministers if they cut
them into their ill-gotten gains. In July, it emerged that
the officials had been looting Zimbabwe National
Roads Agency (ZINARA funds). The police arrested
them and locked them up at Avondale Police Station –
but, according to reports in local media such as Zim-
metro, Vice President Phelekezela Mphoko arrived
hours later, and threatened to beat up the officer in
charge if he did not release the suspects immediately10. 
Under Zimbabwean law anyone who tried this would

be locked up for interfering with the course of justice.
But nothing publicly has happened to Mphoko and in-
vestigations appear to have ground to a halt. 

The Anti-Corruption Commission
The new constitution made provision for the estab-
lishment of the Zimbabwe Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion (ZACC). It took ages to get this off the ground
– for obvious reasons – and it seems always  to have
been starved of operational funds. Coincidentally, the
moment the commissioners suspected officials of
theft, the commission was moved from the Ministry
of Justice to the president’s office. Government offi-
cials have denounced the commissioners, accusing
them of pursuing personal vendettas. 
Even though so much is public, the knowledge ap-

pears largely useless. The Mugabe regime has sys-
tematically dismantled the rule of law. Corruption –
starting at the very top – has become flagrant. 
The disclosures do, however, reveal that any hopes

among the corrupt that they could trust one another have
been dashed. There is no honour among thieves. 
If anything optimistic is to be drawn from all this,

it must be hope for eventual self-destruction.

Wilf Mbanga is a South African-based journalist. The
views expressed here are his own, and not necessarily
those of the Britain Zimbabwe Society.
Sources
1. Newsday, 6 October 2016: AMHVoices: Shava should be in
jail, not at United Nations https://www.newsday.co.zw/
2016/10/06/amhvoices-shava-jail-not-united-nations/
2. Zimbabwe Independent, 27 September, 2013: Corruption:
Now time to walk the talk:https://www.theindependent.co.zw/
2013/09/27/corruption-now-time-walk-talk/
3. NewZimbabwe, 27 July 2011: New CIO boss ‘98 percent
disabled’http://www.newzimbabwe.com/news-5639-
New+CIO+boss+98+percent+disabled/news.aspx 
4. Mugabe: Power, Plunder and the Struggle for Zimbabwe,
Martin Meredith, PublicAffairs, 2002, page 99 
5. The Standard, 19 June 2016: Brazen corruption in Mu-
gabe’s backyard https://www.thestandard.co.zw/
2016/06/19/brazen-corruption-mugabes-backyard/
6. The Source, 12 October 2016: Billions in investments killed
by corruption, political risk in 2015 says ZIA
http://source.co.zw/2016/10/billions-in-investments-killed-by-
corruption-political-risk-in-2015-says-zia/
7. The Herald, 10 October 2016: Moyo likens self to Robin Hood
http://www.herald.co.zw/moyo-likens-self-to-robin-hood/
8. Zimditv, 13 September 2016: President Mugabe owns 13
farms http://www.zimditvnews.com/single-
post/2016/09/13/President-Mugabe-owns-13-farms
9. 31 October 2016, $1m fraud storm for Zimra chief: http://ne-
handaradio.com/2016/10/31/us20m-looted-zimra-corruption/
10. 15 July 2016: VP Mphoko under fire for bullying cops to re-
lease crime suspects http://zimmetro.net/index-id-front+page-
zk-20443.html.
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Cephas Msipa, the mild-mannered primary
school teacher who left the classroom to help a
generation of freedom fighters turn white-ruled
Rhodesia into black-led Zimbabwe has died in
Harare, aged 85, after a short battle with pneu-
monia and a long fight with liver disease.
Apart from his impeccable revolutionary credentials,
his other claim to fame is he is the only senior politi-
cian to have criticised Robert Mugabe to his face and
lived a normal life to tell his story.
At his State Funeral, on Saturday 22 October

2016, the frail President said: ‘He was a man of his
own mind, a mind driven by the principles of the
party he was in at the time.’ 
Smiling, he went on, ‘He even dared tell his Pres-

ident what he should do.’
How did Msipa get away with it?

‘Sekuru’
Mugabe viewed Msipa as a relative owing to Msipa’s
relationship with Mugabe’s mother, Bona. The two
men were close friends in the early 1960s during the
early days of the struggle in Southern Rhodesia. Be-
cause of family connections, Mugabe called Msipa
Sekuru (‘uncle’ in Shona). Msipa called the older

Mugabe muzukuru (‘sister’s child’).
Funeral rites over, local newspaper editors praised

Mugabe for acting out of character and tolerating a
man who had advised him to step down from power.
Many were surprised – but not Pius Wakatama, a

respected journalist, freedom fighter and leading
human rights campaigner, who was in London when
his lifelong friend died.
Wakatama told me, ‘Cephas criticised Mugabe to

his face and lived to tell the story. Yes. But did Mu-
gabe listen? No! Msipa didn’t want a state funeral
and never hoped to become a National Hero. He
wanted to be buried at a graveyard in Gweru next to
Charlotte, his wife of 53 years, who died in 2013.
Mugabe over-ruled the family’s wishes – he wants
people to see him now as a man who tolerates criti-
cism, even from a former political opponent, the uni-
versally respected Cephas Msipa.’
Childhood and early career
Msipa was born at Zvishavane (formerly Shabani) on
7 July, 1931, the youngest of ten children (seven
boys, three girls). His parents were poor rural farm-
ers. Cephas studied by candlelight and was given a
place at the now famous Dadaya Mission School,
then run by two New Zealand missionaries represent-
ing the Churches of Christ: Garfield (later Sir
Garfield) and (Lady) Grace Todd.
‘My father always liked Cephas, who went on to

become Chairman of the Board of Governors at Da-
daya Mission,’ said Todd’s daughter, Judith.
In his 2015 memoir, In Pursuit of Freedom and

Justice (Weaver Press, Zimbabwe), Msipa told how
much he respected the Todds.
‘I grew up thinking that all men are equal, regard-

less of colour. I found that things were completely
different in the real world. I discovered that the
colour of my skin determined what I could do and
what I could not do.’
He qualified as a primary school teacher in 1953, and

went on to lead the Rhodesia Teachers’ Association.
The 1950s and 1960s
In 1955, travelling salesmen came to his school at
Que Que (now renamed Kwekwe.) One of them was
a large, charismatic and self-confident young man
named Joshua Nkomo, who was selling the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica. 

Obituary: Cephas Msipa – Zimbabwe’s reluctant hero
1936 – 2016
Trevor Grundy looks back at the life of an African schoolteacher who became one
of the most senior freedom fighters in Zimbabwe

Cephas Msipa: in Harare, soon after Independence
in 1980. Photograph © Trevor Grundy



‘I bought ten of them,’ said Msipa. ‘Little did I
know that three years later, Nkomo would be back
with a new role and clear mission – as politician and
president of the Southern Rhodesia African National
Congress (SRANC). I quickly established myself as
the spokesman of the African people of Que Que.’
In 1959, in a clampdown on black nationalists

throughout the Central African Federation (CAF) of
the two Rhodesias (now Zambia and Zimbabwe) and
Nyasaland (Malawi), the SRANC was banned and its
leaders jailed. The same happened to its follow-up
organisation the National Democratic Party (NDP)
and, in December 1961 the largest and most impor-
tant party was formed by Nkomo – the Zimbabwe
African People’s Union (ZAPU). In 1963, several
prominent supporters broke from Nkomo and formed
its rival, the Zimbabwe African National Union
(ZANU) led by Ndabaningi Sithole.
All hell broke out in the country’s townships.  
The Prime Minister of Rhodesia, Ian Smith,

watched, waited and, in November 1965, pounced,
with his infamous Unilateral Declaration of Inde-
pendence (UDI). Nkomo, Sithole and Mugabe (plus
dozens of others) were imprisoned for over ten years.
Msipa was jailed until 1970. He stayed loyal to
ZAPU and Nkomo throughout, even though Mugabe
personally asked him to join ZANU.
A low point
Out of prison and out of work, with a young family
to support, Msipa entered one of the low points of
his life. He worked at a Salisbury bakery as an ac-
counts clerk. The patronising white owner called this
grown, educated man with a wife and children, ‘boy’.
When the British put their foot on the independ-

ence accelerator in 1979, Cephas Msipa was the key
ZAPU organiser in Salisbury. He was in charge of
Nkomo’s welcome home rally, which attracted a
crowd of around 100,000 – 150,000 people.
But when Mugabe returned, an estimated one mil-

lion people descended on Zimbabwe Grounds at Sal-
isbury’s Highfield Township, and it was clear who
would win the February 1980 election, the first one per-
son/one vote election in Rhodesia’s painful history.
Nkomo was in despair. He asked Msipa, ‘Is this

how the people of Zimbabwe thank me for all the suf-
fering and sacrifices I made to liberate this country?’
Msipa advised him to cheer up. Mugabe ap-

pointed Nkomo as Minister of Home Affairs – one
of four ZAPU members in the first government of
National Unity. Msipa was Deputy Minister of
Youth, Sport and Recreation. 
Reconciliation didn’t last long. 

5

In 1982, Mugabe sacked Nkomo, whom he ac-
cused of supporting ‘dissidents’.  
Later political career
Nkomo fled, first to Botswana and then to London.
He stayed away for three years returning home only
to see his organisation crushed in the interests of na-
tional unity, while Mugabe launched a military cam-
paign against ZAPU in Matabeleland and the
Midlands. Between 1981 and 1987 around 20,000
people were slaughtered by the Zimbabwe Army’s
North Korean-trained Fifth Brigade. 
Yet, surprisingly, Mugabe promoted Msipa, making

him Minister of Water Resources and Development – a
promotion Msipa said he was happy with. Later he held
key positions in the country’s important agricultural mar-
keting organisations, at a time when Zimbabwe was seen
as the bread-basket of Southern Africa.
Nkomo died in July 1999 and, following this,

Mpisa was made Governor of the Midlands province
in 2000. In 2008, he effectively retired from politics,
devoting his life to charities and the governorship of
Dadaya Mission School, so close to his heart until
the day he died.
The ‘land grab’
At his funeral, Mugabe praised Msipa for helping to
take over white-owned farms during the widely-pub-
licised ‘land grab’ of 2000, when over 4,000 white
farmers lost their farms.
Today, Zimbabwe is an importer of food on a mas-

sive scale, partly because of drought, but mainly be-
cause of widespread corruption throughout the ruling
party in which Msipa had found a new life – first as
a member of its Central Committee in 1987 and later
as a member of its Politburo.
In his short, but fascinating memoir, Msipa says

his greatest achievement was to draw Mugabe’s at-
tention to Fifth Brigade atrocities in Matabeleland
and his advice to Mugabe to stand down because he
was too old to rule – citing the example of Tanzania’s
President Nyerere.
Mugabe told his life-long pal and ‘Sekuru’ that he

would never retire and would stay where he was until
the end.
‘That’s his philosophy,’ wrote Cephas Msipa.
‘And our tragedy,’ added Pius Wakatama.

Cephas Msipa: born 1931 in Zvishavane (formerly
Shabani) on 7 July 1931, died in Harare 2016. He is
survived by his eight children, thirty one grandchil-
dren and seven great-grandchildren.
Trevor Grundy is a journalist and author.
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Change is coming to Zimbabwe – and it will be good 

Almost two years ago, the Zimbabwe government
made an attempt to take over Maleme Farm in
Matabeleland. The attempt failed.

What is remarkable is not that it failed, but how. It came
from resistance by a small, apparently powerless com-
munity whose livelihoods depended on the farm. Initial
arrests added fuel to the fire and, in no time, other com-
munity members, local chiefs, political parties, the
church, members of the public and even the diaspora
threw their weight behind the community. The takeover
was reversed: an important battle was won.1

The spark?
Did Maleme ignite something? 
It is hard to tell but, since then, we have seen a se-

ries of ‘popcorn’ protests – spontaneous, almost im-
pulsive, not driven by any political party. And, each
time, a new and growing change in the idea of citi-
zenship emerges, a willingness to engage as citizens,
united, fighting for what is right – as, for example,
when Pastor Mawarire was arrested, and 100 lawyers
turned up to represent him pro bono, while thousands
sang and prayed outside the courtroom. 
These protests may prove hard to sustain – but a

new mood has emerged. Each protest created ripples
of small groups coming together, identifying proudly
as Zimbabweans and adding their voice to the con-
versation. And this is important: a journey to engaged
citizenship is critical to the birth of a new Zimbabwe
– but it is a journey, not an event. 

A long journey
Zimbabwe has long needed to make this journey. From
its birth, the nation has staggered under the weight of in-
justice and partiality. Much has been said about the
chaotic land reform of 2000, for instance, but how many
have read David Lan, in his 1985 book, Guns and Rain:

These things are still (just) in living memory. But
dwelling only on one side of any of the stories that
have made present-day Zimbabwe will always create
a disgruntled faction. 

Truth-telling
We, as a nation, need to look ourselves in the eye and
engage with who we are and acknowledge past mistakes. 
In the conversations going on around the popcorn

protests, I hear occasional truth-telling, and a longing
for honest engagement. So much has been tried – we
have voted, protested, some have left the country – yet
still we long for a nation that has as yet not emerged to
value every citizen as equal and cherished.
Honest conversations are the bedrock on which

we must build a nation. This is the work we are doing
with Turning Matabeleland Green3 – more than a cul-
tivation of crops, our work is a cultivation of the
human character, building on values we can all em-
brace: inclusiveness, integrity, empathy. 

Facing tomorrow
It falls upon us to fight for a future that is good and just,
and welcoming to all who identify as Zimbabwean.
Whatever becomes of the popcorn protests, I do believe
that the honest conversations they ignited are a neces-
sary part on our journey to engaged citizenship. 
Change is coming – from the ground up. 
And it will be good.

Na Ncube is the director of The Global Native, a UK
charity which seeks to unlock funds for social invest-
ment for rural farming and development.
Sources
1. https://saveshalom.wordpress.com
2. Guns and Rain: Guerrillas and Spirit Mediums in Zimbabwe,
David Lan, University of California Press, 1985
3. http://www.turningmatabelelandgreen.com/contact.html

Na Ncube summarises her talk to the 2016 AGM – on ‘“Popcorn protests?” the
prospects for change in Zimbabwe’

Why did the Rhodesian settlers take so much more
land than they were able to cultivate? (Roughly three
per cent of the land in white hands … was put to pro-
ductive use). … the intention of successive govern-
ments was to prevent the black population from
developing its agricultural production to the level
where it would be able to support itself … The strategy
– refined by the state … was to maintain commercial
agriculture, industry and mines under exclusive white
control, while the black population was reduced to a
source of extremely cheap labour. [Expelling] blacks

from their lands was designed not merely to make
these … available to white farmers, but also to deny
them to blacks. That the reserves were too small, that
their overcrowding became intolerable and their soils
increasingly barren were not failures of the system, but
… successful achievements of its aim – the transfor-
mation of a population of independent agricultural pro-
ducers into labourers dependent on white dominated
markets. In 1900, 70 per cent of black earnings came
from the sale of agricultural produce. By the early
1920s this [was] around 20 per cent.2



7

The value of international learning partnerships
Jason Pellett from Stevenage’s Nobel International School, describes a visit to
Kadoma with a group of other Stevenage teachers

Continued on next page

Ten-year-old Dhavi of Lady Tait Primary School,
Kadoma greets the visiting group from Stevenage.
Photograph © Jason Pellett

The intense Zimbabwean sun baked the dust of
Kadoma’s town square: African drumming
echoed through the streets. And there we were, in
the middle of it all: six white teachers sweltering
in the 40°C African sun. 

‘Stevenage Day’
‘Welcome to Stevenage Day!’ the MC boomed over
the microphone. 
The scene was about as far removed from Steve-

nage as I could imagine. Yet our visit proved that
physical distance (more than 8,000 km) is no barrier
to ‘learning partnerships’. 
This visit was the result of a relationship between

two communities that began almost 30 years ago, in
1989, when the Stevenage-Kadoma Link Association
(SKLA) began, dedicated to the development of a mu-
tual awareness of the cultural, social, political and eco-
nomic conditions in both towns, in a spirit of friendship. 
Over the years the two towns have sent and re-

ceived delegations and resources, from fire-fighting
equipment to library books, performing arts groups
to football teams, church groups to councillors. 
Not only have the two towns benefitted from the

link but so, too, have many schools. The Nobel
School plays a significant part in this: in 1994, the
then Head Teacher, Leslie Rose, visited Kadoma, fol-
lowing which Stevenage-generated funds paid school
fees for disadvantaged children of Kadoma, many of
whom are orphaned by HIV/AIDS. Then, in 2002
Nobel School led the way in partnering with Rimuka
1 High School.
We spent 13 days in Rimuka, staying with teachers

in our partner schools. I was humbled by the hospitality
and generosity shown by people whose living condi-
tions – without, for example, running water – bear little
resemblance to those that we take for granted.
Kadoma, once a rich mining and agricultural area,

illustrated clearly to us, as outsiders how the 2008 fi-
nancial crash impacted on the people of Zimbabwe,
especially its children. 
This is accentuated in Kadoma where the child

population is recorded at 43.1 per cent (2012). This
is where the SKLA can play a really important role.
Exchanging experiences
‘… my name is master Dhavi and I am here today
to present my speech entitled “partnerships”,’

confidently declared young 10-year-old Dhavi of
Lady Tait Primary School, Kadoma (partnered
with St Nicholas C of E School, Stevenage). 
‘Partnerships … help us to discover what we have

in common with other people. … Teachers from
Stevenage and Kadoma are teaming up to form
greater education. Children from our schools are im-
proving in their education. They can exchange expe-
riences through partnerships. Enhanced cultural
exchanges reduce the gap between us …’
The school fees scheme is a very tangible way in

which this partnership can bring about hope. But,
sadly, financial crises both in Zimbabwe and in the
west have meant that the help being offered has
plummeted: in 2009 the SKLA funded 22 benefici-
aries. In 2016 that number is only five. 
I hope that Stevenage and Nobel School specifi-

cally help increase the funds raised for school fees
for the Kadoma children, but the purpose of our visit
went beyond financial assistance. 
We set out to develop ‘people to people’ links;

sustainable, ongoing relationships through interact-
ing, engaging and immersing ourselves within the
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Continued from previous page

Above: Computing at Rimuka 1: the school plans an
ICT block in future. Right; Students demonstrate a
‘thirst for learning’.  Photographs © Jason Pellett

culture and character of Kadoma in general and
Rimuka 1 High School in particular. 
Similarities and differences
Both Nobel School and Rimuka 1 High School have
approximately 1300 students and offer many of the
same subjects. However, due to the lack of resources
and infrastructure, Rimuka 1 operates a two-session
system; session 1 from 7am until 12pm, session 2,
from 12pm until 5pm. Lessons are 35 minutes long
with eight lessons in each session. 
The Head Teacher, Mr Makamure, explained

that the school’s first priority is to develop an ICT
block, with more computers. Currently, the only
computer suite also doubles as the school library
and consists of about 12 desktop computers – so
only a few students are able to study ‘Computing’
in curriculum time.

four students crowded around a single book.
However, none of this diminished the students’

enthusiasm or thirst for learning. Respect for their
teachers and for their education was outstanding. Stu-
dents were polite, and wore their uniform with pride.
Teaching in these conditions put me outside my

comfort zone. A double lesson on global atmospheric
heat  for Form 5 (Year 12) was a professional chal-
lenge – with nothing but a blackboard, a piece of
chalk and a tattered copy of a single textbook. Where
were my PowerPoint and projector? How could I ex-
plain things without YouTube clips? What about pho-
tocopied worksheets? How could students research
without the Internet? Teaching without such re-
sources if often a matter of ‘chalk and talk’. 
However, I was determined to plan and deliver

lessons that engaged the students in their learning in
different ways, giving them a flavour of the style of
teaching that Nobel students experience, albeit with-
out technology. I planned my lesson that enabled stu-
dents to think critically and be active learners. The
students ended up moving around the classroom,
modelling global atmospheric cells as I used the con-
crete floor as my giant blackboard – something I
couldn’t have done at Nobel.

Pen-pals
My Nobel colleague, Elizabeth Swaile and I also did
some team teaching of Forms 1 and 2 (Year 8 and 9
respectively). Before we left for Kadoma, our stu-
dents in our classes 7MHWE and 7MSHS each wrote
a letter introducing themselves and telling students
of Rimuka about their lives in Stevenage. 
We took these letters, along with photos and de-

scriptions that the students had created, and used
them as teaching resources. The Rimuka students
were, as ever, incredibly keen and interested, and
were also all desperate to write back to our Year 7s
and become pen-pals. 
One day, we had the great privilege of addressing

Even though I had expected to see a lack of re-
sources in Rimuka 1, it was still striking to watch my
Form 5 (Year 12) class take their chairs from my les-
son to their next. The science laboratories were run-
down and lacked basic equipment. The sports field
consisted of one badly damaged football goal. Text-
books are mostly donated by aid agencies, and there
is a critical shortage. It was common to see three or
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Healthy and hopeful
Jackie Cahi describes an initiative in rural Zimbabwe that combines healthy eating
with an exploration of a cultural heritage.

Continued on next page

Agnes Zvinhu’s homestead and the traditional Shona
kitchen. Photograph © Jackie Cahi

the entire school during their whole school assembly,
which was held outside, between session.
In addition to prayers and the National Anthem, and

messages from staff members, we were treated to a per-
formance from the school’s traditional dance and music
group – which ended up with me being ushered onto
the dusty ‘dancefloor’ for an impromptu dance-off!
(Embarassingly, video footage is available and seemed
to go viral across Rimuka on WhatsApp). 

Looking to the future
So what of the future of the link?
The links between our towns and schools are only

as strong as the people who are directly involved and
the relationships that are formed. Ours has gone from
strength to strength, with the involvement of so many
different community groups. 
I feel privilged to have been involved in this. The

challenge for Nobel School is to develop this link so
that our staff and students can learn about the identity
and cultural diversity of our Zimbabwean partners
through our own curriculum. 
Furthermore, as Zimbabwe moves towards a new

curriculum framework in 2017 (even Africa cannot
escape continual educational reform!) there are op-
portunities also for staff at both Nobel and Rimuka
to engage in professional dialogues. As for the stu-
dents, through simple methods such as pen-pals, but
also given the rise of digital technologies, the pos-
sibilities of opening up lines of communication are
exciting.
I look forward to developing further the ‘learning

partnerships’ that we set out to achieve. 
Finally, one fitting way we can celebrate our link

is to host our own ‘Kadoma Day’, which would hope
to mirror the enthusiasm and value that the students
of Kadoma place on our partnership. The only down-
side I can see is that it will most likely be set in the
overcast, drizzly conditions of Stevenage!

Jason Pellet was one of six teachers on this visit
under the aegis of SKLA and Kadoma-Stevenage
Link Association. They represented four sets of part-
ner schools, two secondary, one primary, and one
special needs school. 

It takes a determined visitor to reach Svinurai Arts
Association’s Cultural Centre in Mutoko but the
rewards are well worth the travel.

Set amongst lovely soft hills scarred by mining for the
beautiful black granite (destined for Japan), Mutoko
is a couple of hours north east of Harare. Square
blocks of granite – some the size of tuck-shops – lie
stranded on the edge of the highway – testimony to the
dangers of long-distance haulage. 
At Mutoko town you turn off onto a good dirt road,

then after some kilometres, onto a poor dirt road,
which gradually deteriorates into a goat track. Keep
going through a sandy riverbed until you arrive at
Agnes Zvinhu’s homestead and the welcome of Svin-
urai’s traditional Shona kitchen. 

Food and culture
Svinurai Arts Association is a group of neighbours,
living and farming in and around Kandemiri Village.
Initially an HIV/AIDS support group, they were ex-
ploring ways of growing, preparing and eating low-
cost nutritious food to keep healthy and hopeful. 
As they experimented with recipes and with tra-

ditional grains, they quickly realised that natural

food and farming not only helps our health but also
helps revive what has been lost in terms of culture,
identity and belief.
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Continued from previous page

Recipes
Mabumbe 
These are incredibly labour intensive.
First the pumpkin seeds are dried, then roasted a lit-

tle over a hot fire. Then they are pounded into a fine
meal (using a big wooden mortar and pestle) and
sieved into flour. This flour is mixed into hot water and
kneaded to get rid of excess oil (which can be kept for
cooking). Finally, the dough is shaped into round cakes
cooked in boiling water and finished with onion and
tomato cooked into a flavoursome soup. 
I have not managed to try these in my home kitchen

yet and certainly plan to use an electric grinder to get
the flour in the first place! Packed with nutrition – iron,
protein and B vitamins as well as vitamin E – this is
clearly a super food.
Cow pea fritters
I also loved the cow pea fritters. The peas are soaked
and cooked till soft, then mashed and mixed with eggs,
onion and salt before being deep fried. Very moreish!
Cowpeas of the kind used in Mutoko are like large
lentils and grow on a creeping vine. 

Peanut butter recipes
Easier to reproduce are a couple of dishes with peanut
butter. Brown rice gives a more authentic flavour –
avoid par-boiled rice if you have to use white. 

Rice with peanut butter
The following quantities will serve about 6.   
2 cups brown rice
1/2 cup peanut butter
Salt and water
Soak the rice for 20 to 30 minutes. Add the rice to four
cups of boiling water and cook at moderate heat until
rice is soft.
Add the peanut butter when there is still some water

remaining. Stir thoroughly and add salt to taste.

Serve with tea or eat as it is with green vegetables or
meat stew. 
Note: When cooking in large quantities over an open
fire, an empty mug was inserted into the rice to help
spread the heat more evenly!
Nhopi
This is usually made at the end of summer with fresh
pumpkin. Butternut squash is a good substitute. The
amount of peanut butter depends on quantity of pump-
kin but a rule of thumb is a ratio of one part peanut
butter to four parts of pumpkin.
Wash and peel the pumpkin or squash.
Cook the pumpkin in water until soft. Add the peanut

butter while there is still a little water in the pot. Add salt
to taste – mash and mix. This is good as an accompani-
ment to meat, or with a salad and green vegetables. 

Agnes stirring rice. Photograph © Jackie Cahi

Svinurai built their traditional Shona kitchen in 2015,
originally as a cultural centre, which now showcases a
wide range of produce: diverse grains, cultivated and
wild greens, forest fruits and organic garden vegetables.
The community works together. While members

have their own fields, the community works together
on one shared field where they grow nutritious crops
like groundnuts, maize, cow peas, pumpkins, rapoko
(finger millet), and sorghum. They process these into
flours, muffins and butters. Green vegetables from
their gardens and from the wild are dried – as are
mushrooms and other produce in season. They are
now experimenting with baobab products and are
making some delicious delicacies – syrup, pastes and
preserves from wild fruits. 
These foods have, in many communities, been

abandoned, as people turned to less wholesome,
more refined foods. Svinurai members advocate the
importance of good nutrition by minimal interfer-
ence, which means nutritional diversity, no use of ar-
tificial fertiliser and natural processing.  
Community members keep, share and propagate

seeds and plants amongst themselves. They advocate
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Understanding Zimbabwe: from liberation to authoritarianism
Julia Gallagher reviews Sara Rich Dorman’s account of recent Zimbabwean history 

This is a fascinating
read for anyone inter-
ested in Zimbabwe. It
gives both a detailed,
and meticulously re-
searched account of the
country’s politics since
independence in 1980.

Dorman draws on a re-
markable knowledge of
the country, from both
her own research there,
which began in 1991,

and an extensive reading of the work of others. 
The book is broad in ambition, and particularly

strong in the way it details not just the high politics
of government, but the ways in which civil society
organisations have struggled in turn to engage, sup-
port and, most problematically, contest state tenden-
cies to set the political agenda. 
In Understanding Zimbabwe, Dorman has put to-

gether what for many will be an unrivalled account
in terms of detail, scope and thoughtfulness of the
country’s post-independence fortunes.

The ‘unity’ narrative 
The book’s chapters are loosely gathered around time-
periods and themes, which trace the way politics has
moved through what Dorman has called the periods of
liberation, inclusion, durability, polarisation, exclusion
and ‘winner takes all’. 
It is the tracing of this progress that provides the

book’s strongest narrative. Through it, Dorman sug-
gests a political path shaped around a dominating pre-
occupation with unity. 
Unity was the call, from the anti-colonial struggle and

the early years of healing and development, right through
to the more fraught politics of economic decline and in-
creasing political repression. 
Dorman shows how the unity narrative removed the

desirability and increasingly the ability of alternative po-
sitions to emerge, and enabled the regime to gain an un-
rivalled control over the state. 
The way in which opposition parties were co-opted

is a familiar one, but Dorman shows too how civil soci-
ety struggled with its wish to support the hegemonic de-
mand for a unified push for development, and its
increasing desire to protest against government misman-
agement and control. 

Continued on next page

pounding grain by hand, to keep more of the goodness
intact (and the body fit!). Their approach is holistic,
taking into account the land, the environment, and so-
cial and human capital. They believe their work is to
remind people of what they already know and  pass this
knowledge on to the next generation. 

The cultural kitchen
I have visited their cultural kitchen a couple of times.
My first trip was accompanying a team from Noma,
a top restaurant in Copenhagen, famous for eating
wild and local foods, and where bookings now need
to be made three months ahead.
Svinurai had laid out a full tasting menu for the

visitors – who scooped and sampled, questioned and
photographed, went foraging for termites and wild
honey and left with a pile of gifts: grains, wild fruits,
syrups and nut butters to taste and turn into more de-
licious dishes. 
Last year I attended their inaugural cultural day

where they produced an amazing spread for over 100
people. Chief Mutoko was one of the guests of honour,
along with the local MP and some district officials.
They arrived by car, but most people walked or came

on bicycles, a journey of at least a couple of hours. 
Cooking was on open fires and dishes included

several different types of sadza – sorghum, millet and
maize, plus cow peas, local brown rice with peanut
butter and numerous relishes: goat stew, road runner
chickens, tripe, okra, nhopi (pumpkin cooked with
peanut butter), mushrooms, boiled pumpkin, beans,
sweet potatoes, fried caterpillars, and different leaves
– some with peanut butter, some cooked with tomato
and onion.  
Highlights were cowpea fritters, and mabumbe –

a dense patty made from ground pumpkin seeds, and
one of my favourites. (See the recipes on the facing
page.)

A time of plenty
Svinurai advocate a return to a ‘time of plenty’ – hu-
rudza – with seeds and stocks in reserve and excess
produce preserved. They want to give the next gen-
eration an example of decent and loving homes
where respect is paid to each other, to the community
and to the land. 

Jackie Cahi is a Zimbabwean film-maker.
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Andrew Hart-
nack’s book is
based on his re-
search carried out
over the last
decade on High-
veld farms, and
with farm worker
welfare NGOs.

His stories offer
much to our under-
standing of post-land
reform Zimbabwe,
and provide a nu-
anced history of farm
workers’ rights and
changing fortunes.

A deepening analysis
The ‘ordered estates’ of the colonial era have been much
described. Blair Rutherford’s report from Karoi/Hu-
rungwe:‘The forgotten fifth: Farm workers in Zim-
babwe’ (Southern African Report Archive: vol 9, no 4),
described the constrained ‘domestic government’ in the
paternalistic world of white farms. Post-independence,
the state insisted on labour laws and other regulations,
and NGOs took up the plight of farmworkers, creating
new, more technical-bureaucratic, ‘practices of rule’.
This book deepens this analysis, with a focus on

‘farmers’ wives’ and their role in welfare organisations
(hence, ‘maternalism’). It shows that there was no single
approach to labour in white farming areas; all farms were
different, depending on characters and contexts.
The post-independence developmental attempts to

modernise, civilise and improve resulted in a range of

She paints the painful period where unity broke down
as the economic and political situation fragmented into
the acute period of polarised politics in the 2000s. 
Ultimately, it was ZANU(PF)’s determination to

re-establish its hegemony, along with the popular
anxiety caused by fragmentation, that led to its re-
assertion in the 2013 elections.
Politics through relationships
One of the key strengths of Understanding Zim-
babwe is the way Dorman understands politics as
created through relationships. This is a subtle account
which tries to explain not only what drove
ZANU(PF) towards spoils politics, but what led civil
society activists and ordinary Zimbabweans to let them
achieve it. 
It is not an easy story. Zimbabweans themselves often

say that violence and opposition is somehow ‘not in their
nature’ when they try to explain how the ruling party has
remained dominant for so long. 
Although Dorman is interested in how culture

helps shapes the ‘thinkability’ of particular forms of
political authority, she also wants to show how Zim-
babwe’s particular historical trajectory got the coun-
try to a position in which citizens could, in large
numbers, choose to vote for a ruling party which had
behaved so badly towards them. 
For her, it was the particular characteristics of a

regime formed on the back of a violent struggle, but

achieved ultimately through compromise, that set the
foundations for what she sees as an ultimately dis-
abling desire for unity. 

Concentrating on domestic issues
Unlike many books about Zimbabwean politics, this
one is largely uninterested in international politics.
Dorman concentrates on the country’s domestic rela-
tionships. Her wide range of civil society informants
reflect a rich political culture not found in many other
parts of the continent. What is telling is how well she
is able to use theory on politics from Africa more
broadly – most notably the work of Frederick Cooper
and Chris Allen – to understand what has happened in
Zimbabwe, from struggles over the monopoly of pa-
tronage networks to the current state of spoils politics.
In doing so, she has provided a particularly rich

account of how domestic relationships shape politics
that will serve as a benchmark for understanding
other parts of the continent.

Dr Julia Gallagher is a Senior Lecturer in Politics
and International Relations at Royal Holloway, Uni-
versity of London. Her book, Zimbabwe’s Interna-
tional Relations: fantasy, reality and the making of
the state, is published later this year.

Understanding Zimbabwe: From Liberation to Author-
itarianism, Hurst, London, 352pp 9781849045834 
paperback

Continued from previous page

From ‘ordered estates’ to ‘crooked times’: farmworker welfare
in Zimbabwe
Ian Scoones reviews a recently published book on former farmworkers 
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initiatives on the farms, from schooling programmes to
orphanages, often involving ‘wives’. But these were
sticking-plaster rather than fundamental reform.
Following land reform in 2000, such NGOs have

focussed on displacement, but not on the new lives and
livelihoods of their former ‘beneficiaries’. However, it
is in the examination of the post-land reform period
that this book cuts new ground. Building on, but also
critiquing, the work of Walter Chambati, Sam Moyo
and others, the book paints a detailed ethnographic pic-
ture of how farmworkers carve out new opportunities
in a highly challenging environment. 
This is the world where there are no standard jobs,

and where entrepreneurial informality emerges, with
new forms of distribution, dependence and personhood.
Whether in the Harare peri-urban settlement described
in Chapter 5, or the biographies of former farm work-
ers profiled in Chapter 7, mixing new farm work with
urban living, the new precarities of life in the post-land
reform age are well described. New ‘modes of belong-
ing’ must be generated, very different from the ordered
safety, if extreme exploitation, of what went before.

What happened next? 
What was missing from the book, I felt, was more
detailed information about where workers ended.
Getting a national picture may be impossible, but it
would have been good to know what happened to those
on the farms studied, and get a sense of how outcomes
for farmworkers were differentiated and why.
There are hints at wider patterns. Those white farms

that have persisted have often maintained a network of

loyal farm workers, some providing protection and sup-
port. There is an interesting case of this in Chapter 7. 
At various points, the book suggests (I think very

accurately) that turnover on A2 farms was particularly
damaging to farmworkers, as production collapsed and
some A2 farmers did not maintain their operations. But
it also suggests that ‘successful’ A2 farms nearby took
on workers, and so there is often a regional labour econ-
omy that is important to understand on the new farms.
But it does not go into any detail on what happened

post-land reform to groups of farmworkers in farm
labour compounds, and especially on the A1 farms (the
largest areas), as we have been trying to do in Mvurwi.
It therefore misses out on the dynamic of farmworkers
becoming farmers – in the new ‘crooked times’ of the
last 16 years.
Despite shortcomings, this is a valuable contribu-

tion and, coming from a white Zimbabwean, espe-
cially powerful. When you next hear misinformed
statements about Zimbabwe’s former farmworkers,
please turn to this book for an informed, nuanced ac-
count that sets an important agenda for future research
and policy debate.

Professor Ian Scoones is Fellow (Institute of Devel-
opment Studies) at the University of Sussex. He first
published this review on his Zimbabweland blog on
21 November 2016.

Ordered Estates: Welfare, Power and Maternalism on
Zimbabwe’s (Once White) Highveld; 304 pp. Weaver
Press, Zimbabwe, and UKZN Press. 2016. ISBN
9781779222916 paperback.

organising their events. The list includes government 
departments, diaspora organisations, faith groups and 
NGOs.

–– Contacting users of the Society’s Facebook page to 
encourage them to join.

–– Attending Zimbabwe-related events with possibilities 
for recruitment

– –Promoting the Society, its events, its website and the 
beneits of membership across social media platforms

The role does not include administration of membership
records (although it can be included if required).
The role would be a very useful one for anyone wanting
to expand her/his Zimbabwe network. There is no mini-
mum time commitment, as the post is entirely volun-
tary. It is envisaged that the post holder will want to be
involved  because s/he finds the tasks fun and useful.
All reasonable expenses will be covered.

If interested, please contact:
Margaret Ling: margaret.ling@geo2.poptel.org.uk, or
Diana Jeater: diana.jeater@btinternet.com 

Britain Zimbabwe Society Membership 
Promotion role

The BZS Executive Committee is looking for some-
one to take on the membership promotion role. This is
an unpaid position, but offers great opportunities to
network with an array of people across the spectrum
having links with Zimbabwe. The post-holder would
need to be a member of the BZS and would join the
Executive Committee.

The membership promotion role includes:
–– Contacting UK academics who research on, and /or
have postgraduate students researching on, Zim-
babwe, to ask them to join the Society if they’re not al-
ready members; and to encourage their students to
join/get involved in the research dissemination work of
the Society
–– Contacting organisations with past and present links 
with BZS, to encourage their members to join or 
renew membership. This includes all our partners in 
organising Research Days, as well as all the 
organistions that we have partnered, to help them in 
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The Budiriro Trust
Dinah Holderness describes the work of a charity chaired until 2015 by the late
Edgar Moyo – a founder member of the BZS and former vice-president
The Budiriro Trust is a charity which has been giv-
ing scholarships to talented young people in Zim-
babwe since 1967. It was founded by Grace Benton,
after her daughter, Ruth, a volunteer teacher in
Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia), expressed her distress
at the lack of educational provision there.

BZS member and former vice-chair Edgar Moyo,
who died in 2015, was our Chair from 2003-2015. A
fount of wisdom, his chairmanship spanned a diffi-
cult time, when the Trust had to respond to hyper-in-
flation in Zimbabwe, and then the impact of
‘dollarisation’ on student numbers.
What we do
The Trust offers young people scholarships to do Ad-
vanced Level (A levels) at six nominated low-fee non-
government schools in Zimbabwe – three in the
northern region and three in the southern region. Schol-
arships are vital because, despite heroic financial sacri-
fice, many parents cannot pay for secondary schooling,
so gifted children have had to drop out of school .
The Trust is run by a board of trustees in Britain, and

two co-ordinators in Zimbabwe. It is non-profit, and vol-
unteer-run, though the co-ordinators are modestly
funded. It has no religious, political or other affiliation
and is funded by donations, gifts and occasional grants.
It is proud of its very low administrative costs. At present
we fund 41 scholars.

How we do it?
Each year, head teachers submit applications for
scholarships, selecting nominees on the basis of merit
and need. The co-ordinators send applications to the
UK and the Trustees select the candidates. 
The two co-ordinators build relationships with the

schools and students, so that trustees and donors can
be confident in the Trust being
effective on the ground.

Fundraising
In Dec 2016 the trustees arranged a
fund-raising dinner, with music pro-
vided by mbira player Chartwell Du-
tiro. Trustee Jane Brown launched
the idea of encouraging people to do-
nate £3.33 a month, or more, regu-
larly. These regular commitments
help in planning the number of
scholarships affordable. We plan an-
other event in 2017, to celebrate our
50th anniversary.

Three Nyatsime College/ Budiriro scholarship stu-
dents  Praise  plans to be a cardiologist; Dillon
wants to be an electronics engineer and Miriam,
who hopes to be  a gynaecologist. Photograph ©
Grizelda Holderness.

The Budidiro Trust
The schools
Waddilove High School, Marondera
St Paul’s Musami School, Chisipite
Nyatsime College, Chisipite
St James School, Chitungwiza
Inyathi School, Nyamandlovu
Thekwani School, Plumtree, Bulawayo
Who we are
Chairman: Zimbabwe-born and educated Sikhumbuzo
Ngwenya has been chairman since 2015. .
Secretary: Jeanie Moyo, the widow of our previous chair-
man, Edgar Moyo, has been secretary for many years. 
Treasurer: Emily Chadburn is grand-daughter of the
Trust’s founder, Grace Benton. 
Vice-chairman: Max Ehrenwerth 
Regional co-ordinators:
Northern region: Mr Martin Matanda
Southern Region: Mr Joshua Mpofu (retiring soon –
to be replaced by Mr Ron Lumbiwa)
Find out more
Our website: www.budirirotrust.org lists  in full the board
of trustees. See also: www.facebook.com/BudiriroTrust
To join the Trust’s mailing list, write to:
budiriro.trust@tiscali.co.uk
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News

Meeting some scholars
In 2016, I visited Zimbabwe and went with Northern
Region co-ordinator, Martin Matanda, to Nyatsime
College. It was great to meet three scholars, Praise,
Miriam and Dillon, all doing sciences. They each
gave moving accounts of serious illness of a parent
which would have stopped their education. 
Praise told us: ‘My mother was the breadwinner, and

when she passed away it was a big thing to deal with;
but I’m so glad that God opened an opportunity through
Budiriro Trust. ... My dream is to be a cardiologist. My
mother passed away because of a heart problem, so if I
could save somebody’s life … I think I will have made
a difference in the world.’
We also met Victoria, who was completing her

fourth year of a law degree at University of Zim-
babwe. She was grateful to the Trust for having
funded her A Levels. A video of her speaking is on
our website.
All students showed great determination, dedica-

tion, enthusiasm, humour, and a desire to give back
to their community.

Dinah Holderness is a trustee of the Budidiro Trust.

Prizewinning journalism
The 2016 Haller Prize for Development Journal-
ism has been won by Tatenga Chitagu. It was given
for an article about how the use of social media has
improved communication between residents of
Masvingo and their mayor – with the happy result
that repairs to basic infrastructure such as blocked
drains have been carried out, and the problem of un-
collected garbage resolved. See: http://africanargu-
ments.org/2017/01/06/service-delivery-accountabi
lity-just-a-click-away-in-zimbabwean-city-haller-
prize-1st-place/

Archive of Peter John Sutherland Mackay 
(1926 – 2013)
Peter Mackay was a key figure in the independence
movements in Southern Rhodesia. Victoria Tierney,
Director of Campaigns at the University of Stirling, re-
ports that his archive – ‘a comprehensive record of his
life, his involvement in the independence movements,
and his charitable work’ – has now been transported
from Zimbabwe to the University of Stirling. It has
already attracted interest from international academ-
ics and researchers. The archive includes Peter
Mackay’s book, We Have Tomorrow: Stirrings in Africa
1959 – 1967, (384 pp. Michael Russell Publishing Ltd,

Norwich, 2008. ISBN 978-0859553155 hardbackback).
Professor Terence Ranger described Peter Mackay as

‘an unsung hero’, ‘an extraordinary character’, who ‘put
the rest of us to shame by being so useful to the nation-
alist movement, not merely rhetorically but practically.’

Women and Photography in Africa
A one-day symposium, Photographs Beyond
Ruins: Women and Photography in Africa is sched-
uled to take place on 14 July 2017. It will be held
at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, School of
Advanced Study, University of London .
The symposium marks the opening of Usakos –

Photographs Beyond Ruins: The Old Location Al-
bums, 1920s-1960s, an exhibition at the Brunei
Gallery, SOAS, University of London, which centres
on three private collections of historic photographs
preserved and curated by four women residents of
the former ‘Old Location’ in Usakos, an urban rail-
way hub in central Namibia. 
Papers are invited on a range of issues relating to

photography and women in Africa, including their
work as photographers as well as their subjects, and
curators of collections. 
The deadline for submission is 17 March. See:

http://hutchinscenter.fas.harvard.edu/events-lec-
tures/events/july-14-2017-1200am/photographs-be-
yond-ruins-women-and-photography-africa

REMINDER!
Don’t forget the annual BZS Research
Day – 17 June 2017 in Oxford
This year’s theme is especially pertinent at a
time of drought and economic decline – it’s on
Staying Alive in Zimbabwe – Food, Land and
Livelihoods.
As usual, it will be at St Antony’s College Oxford,
and will be held in partnership with the Oxford
African Studies Centre.
Our keynote speaker will be Dr Patience Mu-

topo, Senior Lecturer at the Centre for Develop-
ment Studies at Chinhoyi University of
Technology, and a post-doctoral researcher, work-
ing on processes of agrarian transformation and
land reform in Zimbabwe with the Cologne
African Studies Centre and the University of Wa-
geningen in the Netherlands. 
Other speakers include historian and author

Pathisa Nyathi.
See page 16 for details on how to book a place.
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Britain Zimbabwe Society Membership Form
To join and receive regular newsletters, e-mail discussion forum and conference discounts please print off
and send the form below to the membership secretary with your remittance to:

Margaret Ling  25 Endymion Road, London N4 1EE
Please enrol me/us in the BZS 

Rate A Rate B Rate A Rate B

Ordinary £18 £21          Unwaged/Student £7.50 £10

Joint (two at one address) £21 £23 Institution £40 £40

Membership runs by calendar year, renewals are due on 1 January each year.
Rate A applies to those who pay by Standing Order (please ask for a form to be sent to you).
Rate B applies to those who pay by cheque (made out to ‘Britain Zimbabwe Society’), or online on our website:
www.britainzimbabwe.org.uk/membership
NAME: _________________________________   TELEPHONE: ______________________________

POSTAL ADDRESS  __________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL: ________________________________

BRITAIN ZIMBABWE SOCIETY RESEARCH DAY 2017
Staying Alive in Zimbabwe - Food, Land and Livelihoods
SAVE THE DATE Saturday 17 June 2017, 8.30am – 5.30pm

St. Antony’s College, Nissan Theatre, 62 Woodstock Road, Oxford, OX2 6JF

In partnership with the Oxford African Studies Centre

Keynote speaker: Dr Patience Mutopo, Chinhoyi Institute of Technology, on ‘Land, Rural Livelihoods and
Food Security: Understanding the Sustainability Question in Zimbabwe’

Contact Pauline Dodgson-Katiyo pauline.dodgson@btinternet.com or Diana Jeater
diana.jeater@btinternet.com for more information on the programme

Secretary (Minutes/Correspondence): Pat Brickhill, 1A Selbourne Place, Minehead, Somerset TA24 5TY  
email: zimgekko@aol.com
Membership Secretary/Treasurer:Margaret Ling, 25 Endymion Road, London N4 1EE
email: margaret.ling@geo2.poptel.org.uk

BZS Executive members
President: Knox Chitiyo

2016–2017 Officers and Executive
Chair:Pauline Dodgson-Katiyo
Vice-Chairs: Millius Palayiwa, Rori Masiane
Secretary (Minutes/Correspondence):Pat Brickhill
Secretary (Membership): Margaret Ling 
Information and Publications Officer: Jenny Vaughan
Web Officer: Philip Weiss
Treasurer: Margaret Ling

Other Executive members:
Diana Jeater
Yvonne Kassim
Bruce Mutsvairo
Richard Pantlin
Ranka Primorac
Victor de Waal 
Representatives of: Stevenage-Kadoma Link 
Association; Zimbabwe Association
Note: There are vacancies on the Executive: please
contact Pat Brickhill if you are interested in joining it.

Contact the Britain Zimbabwe Society


