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Chitungwiza and Oxford

Richard Pantlin, BZS member and founder of OZAP
(Oxford Zimbabwe Arts Partnership) reports on a
sculpture competition inspired by a notorious statue.

In 2015 the statue of Cecil Rhodes above the entrance to
Oxford University’s Oriel College was the focus of anti-
racist protests and demands that the statue, a monument
to colonialism, must be taken down — ‘Rhodes Must Fall’.

The college argued that this would lead to (expensive)
legal difficulties, and the statue remains. But the issue
prompted, in 2020, the formation of the Oxford Zim-
babwe Arts Partnership (OZAP), which went on to con-
sider ways of providing a positive proposal to balance the
presence of the Cecil Rhodes Rhodes’s statue.

An exhibition

In partnership with Oriel College, OZAP will host an
artistic and educational exhibition of Zimbabwean art and
culture between September to December this year, starting
at the College before moving to the University Church
of St Mary the Virgin. The organisers hope to provide a
focus for remembering the experience of indigenous Zim-
babweans during Rhodes’s colonialist campaigns, and the
decision was taken to include a sculpture from Chitung-
wiza Arts Centre (CAC), situated near Harare.

Both the sculpture and the exhibition as a whole are

intended to educate about, and debate, the history of Zim-
babwe as an acknowledgement and contextualisation of
Cecil Rhodes’s legacy. It is also designed to promote Zim-
babwean sculpture and support the artists of Chitungwiza.
Why Chitungwiza?
CAC, established in 1997 by local sculptors, now supports
over 250 artists. It has developed into a centre for Zim-
babwean art, especially sculpture. It has been supported
by the Chitungwiza city council, the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Culture, and with funding from the United Na-
tions Development Programme.

A shortlist of six sculptures was drawn up early this
year, and the ultimate winner was announced on 8 March.

Photographs of all six are on the following pages, with
comments from the artists.

OZAP and Oriel’s plan was for a single sculpture to
be the centrepiece of the exhibition. In the event, the
judges decided that the four top winners’ works should be
included because they make a great ensemble.

Continued on next page
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Sculptor Wallace Mkankha with his prizewinning work,
— Blindfold Justice (see next page). Photo © Nehemia
Nyakudanga of Rare Photography
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OZAP: continued from previous page

The winners

The brief for competitors was that their work should be a
figurative or semi-abstract reflection on the impact of
Cecil Rhodes’s colonialist wars on the indigenous people
of Zimbabwe. Judges included: Lord Neil Mendoza,
(Chair) Provost of Oriel College; Elleke Boehmer, Trustee
of the Rhodes Trust; Be Manzini, Zimbabwean UK-based
multi-disciplinary artist; Norbert Shamuyarira, renowned
Shona sculptor and OZAP co-founder.

First place

Title: Blindfolded Justice
Artist: Wallace Mkankha
Medium: Green serpentime

Wallace Mkankha writes: ‘The stone sculpture represents
the cruel legacy of Cecil John Rhodes in Zimbabwe.

‘The face, shrouded in anguish, symbolises the suffer-
ing of the Zimbabwean people ... The two hands covering
the eyes signify the forced blindness to the truth as
Rhodes regime forced its oppressive rule ... the two hands
struggling to remove the blindfold represent the resilience
and determination of the Zimbabwean people ..."

Second place

Title: Peaceful oppression
Artist: Tatadzwa Tandi Tegere
Medium: Black springstone

Tafadzwa Tandi Tegere writes: ‘Colonisers led by Cecil
Rhodes came to Zimbabwe with a hidden agenda, claim-
ing to bring British Christian civilisation ... while mission-
aries preached the gospel, the colonisers’ main mission

2
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was getting minerals ... The Bible on the head of the
coloniser represents how they made the Zimbabwean peo-
ple believe in the peace that the missionaries preached ...
a gentle smile on coloniser’s face shows his enjoyment as
he plants his foot on the black man’s head... shows the
level of oppression inflicted on the people of Zimbabwe
... the reason for the oppression is shown by the map of
Africa underneath. (People) .. were there to face anything
that would come their way, wanting to get back what be-
longs to them.’

Third place
Title: Three labourers, one struggle
Artist: Sydney Manjengwa
Medium: Black springstone
Sydney Manjengwa writes: ‘My work is inspired by the
untold story of black people whose bodies carried the
weight of forced labour under colonial rule ... The three
bent figures represent black workers under the Rhodesian
colonial system — men who toiled in the mines, fields
fields and railways, carrying the wealth of the nation on
their backs while remaining poor...

‘The fish-shaped heads symbolise human bodies
exploited for survival, moving in one direction without
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freedom or rest. Yet in their unity there is strength ... our
heritage is not what what was taken from us, but in how
we survived. The hands hands that built the mines can
also build freedom.

Decolonisation begins when we reclaim our stories,
shaping our own futures with the same stories that once
weighed us down.

Fourth place
Title: Freedom fighter
Artist: Gift Mutsahuni
Medium: mixed media

Gift Mutsahuni writes: Rhodes was determined to gain
control of the land and its resources while black men were
determined to protect the soverenty of their kingdom.
‘Undeterred, Rhodes decided to take matters into his
own hands. He ordered his soldiers to occupy key
positions in Zimbabwe, effectively taking control of
everything. He destroyed our nature and our culture.

&

‘The brown bag is for the whites to collect loot ...
looted gold can be seen at the back of the bag ... the white
hand grasping the bag wears a gold watch. The freedom
fighter armed only with a dagger has broken his chains.’

- Fifth place

| Title: Zimbabwean woman
Artist: Derrack Fombe
Medium: Black springstone

3

- Derrack Fombe writes: ‘A
- young Zimbabwean woman
enslaved by the Rhodes regime
~ ... forced to carry a heavy pot
| on her head and a baby on her
back. Shackled and beaten, her
womb is swollen with an un-
wanted child — a constant re-
" minder of the brutalities
~ inflicted upon her. Her land,
her family, her dignity have
been taken ... left with nothing
but scars and suffering, but the
broken links around her feet
represent ultimate freedom.

Sixth place

Title: Injustice in Rhodes’ Empire
Artist: John Type

Medium: Black springstone

John Type writes: ‘I am talking about the time of the war
between the Varodzi Shona people and the Ndebele in the
late nineteenth century — at the time when Rhodes and
his people invaded from Cape Town, constructing a rail-
way line, abducting young men and women.

‘Here, two black men are carrying a heavy log for the
white man on his horse.The white man is using a sjambok
and uses a dog as a means of oppression.’

As seen in Chitungwiza: Videos from the award cere-
mony can be seen at: https.//www.facebook.com/OZAP-
world.

* All photographs on this page with thanks to OZAP.
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Zimbabwe now — and tomorrow?

We asked several BZS members and contributors to the
Review for their predictions about Zimbabwe for the com-
ing year — the end of the first quarter of this century. The
plan was to gather suggestions from them about possible
future trends and developments in the various fields in
which the writers have a particular interest.
A pilgrimage

Derek Summerfield writes:

Since 2017 I have been on an annual pilgrimage to my
hometown, Bulawayo, as a visiting lecturer in psychiatry
at the NUST (National University of Science and Tech-
nology) medical school, which opened in 2005).

Our clinical seminars are at Ingutsheni, one of a small
clutch of mental asylums opened in Africa in the early
years of British rule, in this case 1908. The medical stu-
dents take the histories of the patients, including psychi-
atric histories, and present them for discussion.

A certain view of contemporary Zimbabwe emerges
from these so-frequently poignant, broken accounts — the
pressures on family life, dislocated and neglected child-
hoods, absent fathers, infusing it all the transcending ef-
fects of poverty. But this is a story for another day.

Chronic shortages
The students are learning a psychiatry which the white era
bequeathed to much of Africa, a kind of colonial relic, and
I seek to bring such as Frantz Fanon into the discussion,
Black Skins, White Masks etc. They seem surprised to
have Western knowledge questioned in this way by an
elderly white Rhodesian, himself a colonial relic, but they
warm to it after a while. Well, a little.

At times | meet up with some of my old students, now
junior doctors. One of them, Joseph, is doing surgery at

&

Above: Derek Summerfield with the students at
NUST medical school in Bulawayo.

United Bulawayo Hospital. He tells me that they are
chronically short of the most basic materials — intravenous
drip sets, swabs, bandages, surgical drains, opiate
painkillers, anaesthetic — so if a patient presents in urgent
need of surgery the relatives are given a list to, hopefully,
source with US dollars at a private pharmacy. Only if they
return with the necessary items, can surgery proceed.

I ask how he feels so early in his medical career to
see patients dying unnecessarily, not in some remote
clinic but in a university teaching hospital.

He shrugs, already an acceptance and perhaps, too, the
fatalism bred in an old unyielding continent. As he talks
he is texting his money dealer — he has just been paid and
a portion of that is in local currency, which he is anxious
to unload before its spending power drains away.

Three or four years ago there were for the first time
two students who were not Zimbabwean.

They were Dinkas from South Sudan. Knowing how
war-affected and famine-prone that part of Africa had

sectarian or sectional purposes.

tee shall from time to time direct.

The Society has five strategic objectives which are to:

Maintain, strengthen, and develop networks, and

Pog= 2=

* Encourage and/or promote group visits to Zimbabwe, and
* Undertake such other activities for the purpose of promoting the aims and purposes of the Society as the Executive Commit-

About BZS

The Society is independent of any government and of any political party and/or other organisation devoted to

Founded in 1981, its aims and purposes are to increase mutual knowledge, understanding and respect between the citizens of
the Republic of Zimbabwe and the citizens of the United Kingdom of Britain and Northern Ireland. It seeks to:

* Encourage, promote and disseminate research on Zimbabwe.
* Provide and/or recommend speakers or writers in the UK on subjects concerning the Republic of Zimbabwe.

*  Welcome visitors from Zimbabwe, arranging interviews and provide contacts and other facilities.
* Make and/or foster provision for the welfare of students from Zimbabwe.

Strategic objectives

Encourage, promote, and disseminate research in Zimbabwe.
Provide an effective forum for analysis and exchange of knowledge and understanding of Zimbabwe.
Maintain the Society’s current membership base and bring in new members.

Strengthen its financial sustainability and also its independence.
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been, I asked one of them about the standard of medical

care in South Sudan hospitals.
‘Oh, much better there than here,’ she replied.

Being optimistic

It seems impossible to be optimistic that the Zimbabwean
state can or will deliver more for its citizens in the next

year or two. Or can reverse the direction of travel.

Functioning health and education services are exem-
plars of what should be entailed by a modern state, yet
though the structures remain they are hollowed out, mere

simulacra of the real thing and thus a betrayal.

It sometimes seems to me that these imported products
of modernity have not weathered well throughout Africa,
at least not in state sectors, as if there was something im-

placable about the continent.

I hope I am not carrying some remnant of colonial
trope — but I would point to the pervasive disappointment
ordinary Zimbabweans express that 44 years of liberation
have so emphatically failed to improve their material

worlds.

&

At aroadblock by traffic police looking for money, one
taxi driver thumped the steering wheel with his hand as
he said: ‘it was better under the Whites, things worked
and salaries were paid.” There is plenty of this.

Is Zimbabwe already ‘failed state’? Or ‘fragile state’?

On the 2024 Fragile States Index Zimbabwe rates only
18th, which shows how bad things can be elsewhere.
Twelve of the 17 states rated worse than Zimbabwe are in
Affica.

At a pharma-sponsored meeting at Holiday Inn [ meet
up by chance with another of my ex-students. He tells me
he has just won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford.

Wow. I look him in the eyes. With one bound he is
making an almost magical leap into another world, and
he knows it.

Derek Summerfield is an honorary clinical senior lecturer,
Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology & Neuroscience,
Kings College, London and visiting lecturer in psychiatry
at the NUST (National University of Science
Bulawayo.and Technology) medical school.

Death and taxes
Philani A Nyoni writes:

I once read a little book that claimed to be a condensed
version of Sun Tzu’s Art Of War. It quoted him as saying,

‘until the moment of death, let no omen be read’.

For the life of me I cannot verify that quotation in any
search, which tickles me with an irony that suits the mo-
ment’s pursuit: you never know what you think you know.

Death and taxes

It has also been said that the only guarantees in life are death
and taxes. In 2025 many people will die, not for lack of try-
ing to live, but because that’s just the way it goes. In 2025
there will be more taxation from Mthuli Ncube’s office.
This shouldn’t be too hard to figure when one remem-
bers that our minister introduced a tax on food right in the
middle of a drought that, according to some reports, wiped
out 80 per cent of the 2024 harvest. Of major concern are
the proposed constitutional changes that will allow the

president to stay in power beyond 2028.

Tampering with the constitution?

While the president has repeatedly stated that he will not
remain beyond 2028, some of his friends have insisted
that the constitution is just a document that can be shred-
ded. I hope they realise what it means for democracy in
Zimbabwe; the very thought of tampering with the con-
stitution should bring one pause to reflect on the national

character.

What do agreements mean to us? How steadfast are we
in our beliefs and commitments? Do we learn from history
at all? Are we sincere in our imaginings of reform — or could

it all be just a ploy for self-aggrandisement?

Of what value is any Zimbabwean agreement,
promise or contract if the supreme law of the land can
be tampered with on a whim? What appears to be a
genie that will grant our every wish (amending the con-
stitution) is actually a demon right out of Arabic
mythology.

It is a seed for a pattern of abuse of legal and polit-
ical systems far greater than anything we have experi-
enced so far. In all their scheming for a piece of the
gored beast, the hyenas fail to understand that being
rich in a poor country by such diabolical means is a
grave sin that can easily wear the name ‘gluttony’.

Checks and balances

Without the checks and balances of laws, the citizenry
remains wary of participating in national issues, since
their will can be so easily subverted. That means more
voter apathy, fewer people investing in the formal sec-
tor including banks — so more mattress banks, increased
outward migration and brain-drain, a depletion of the
fiscus and further hamstringing of service delivery.

That in turn means more despondency, joblessness,
hopelessness and all things that spell POVERTY.

One can only imagine how that will exacerbate the
levels of crime, and the drug epidemic.

Mthuli Ncube, Great Squeezer of Blood From
Stone, will try to find more money to keep the country
afloat through taxation and oh yes, quoth the bard of
Kingston: many more will have to suffer, many more
will have to die, don't ask me why.

Philani A Nyoni is a Zimbabwean creative whose
artistic output spans literature, theatre and film.
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Replacing the gatekeepers in publishing
Irene Staunton writes:

As I write this, I am conscious that [ am, in so many ways,
out of the loop.

With the exception of textbook production, the old-
fashioned attitude to publishing, when an editor or pub-
lisher invested time and money in a book because it met
certain criteria, and then put a value on its worth, seems
to have largely gone.

There are, of course, a few exceptions: one being The
House of Books in Harare (https://housefbookszim.com/).
A serious bookseller, it is now — with the support of Petina
Gappah — beginning to publish literature, as well as art
books.

Replacing the gatekeepers

However, in the main, the ‘gatekeepers’ have been
largely replaced in Zimbabwe by a plethora of self-pub-
lished authors — a democratic uprising — and a few small
firms who help them with the production process.

This parallels a movement in the field of design, where
young designers and illustrators, active on social media, are
full of energy and ideas as witnessed at the wonderful work-
shop they mounted in November 2024 (Comexposed Con-
vention ((@comicconzim) — and they are due to host a comic
book convention in Harare on 12 April (see opposite).

Similarly, performance poets, who have been with us
for many years, since The Book Café’s Open Mic sessions
on a Monday, have expanded the idea of performance with
satiric sketches and comedy that remains unafraid to chal-
lenge the status quo: (https://magambanetwork.com).

Dave Guzha’s Theatre in the Park (https://www
facebook.com/theatreintheparkzw/), and the Theatre
Upstairs at the Reps continue to host interesting plays.

&
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A comic book convention is scheduled for 12 April —
Alliance Francaise, 328 Herbert Chitepo Avenue.

Almasi (https://almasiarts.org/) supported by Danai
Gurira, supports young playwrights to develop their work
with workshops, play readings and performances.

Meeting the challenges

Thus, from whichever field one chooses to look at it,
young Zimbabweans have not allowed the challenge of
formal employment, or the overall lack of support for the
arts, to dampen their spirits.

Irene Staunton and Murray McCartney were the founders
of Weaver Press in Harare. The company closed at the
end of 2023, after 25 years of publishing in Zimbabwe.

Everyday heartbreak

Pat Brickhill, in Zimbabwe and home from the UK, sees
the health service as is a microcosm of the state of the
country as a whole. She writes:

It’s a joy to be home again — but life here is hard.

Gogo Esi told me she is having problems with one eye.
More than 30 years ago, she had a cataract operation at
Chitungwiza hospital where a team of Chinese doctors
had been deployed.

A year later her other eye was operated on at Parireny-
atwa Hospital That eye is now bothering her.

Costs
When she went to the hospital she was told she had to pay
USS5 before she could see anyone. Old people used to be
allowed to have medical treatment free at government
hospitals.

My son’s next door neighbour had a heart attack two
weeks ago. He and his wife, both in their late 80s were
about to fly to the UK when he fell ill. Visiting a local

6

private health centre, he could not gain admittance until a
substantial cash deposit had been made.

Even after that, when he had to visit another private
centre for more treatment, his wife had to drive to the hos-
pital to give her husband an additional $150 cash for the
ambulance he would need to use.

But they are luckier than most, as my son’s neighbour
has a generous pension and is financially secure. Other
people have fallen ill who are not as fortunate.

‘I am tired’
I met Lena Sibanda over 30 years ago when I visited the
Gokwe home of Gogo Esilina Sibanda. At the time she,
like me, was the mother of three — two sons and a daugh-
ter. Now she is the mother of one son, her other two chil-
dren having died. Such is the lot of a mother living in the
rural areas of Zimbabwe.

‘I am tired,” Lena said to me.

I hugged her but I felt absolutely helpless to alleviate
her pain and weariness.

*
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Her remaining son is suffering from severe epilepsy,
experiencing frequent grand mal seizures. Lena is luckier
than some because she has a sister and brother-in law in
the USA who are able to assist her with transport and
medical bills. Her son is currently having various scans
and procedures and being prescribed a whole selection of
drugs that he takes: some once a day in the morning, oth-
ers at night, others after eating, others after a seizure.

As I write this he is having a second scan, then they
are hoping to start the long dusty journey back to rural
Gokwe.

SirRay
Yesterday at Gava’s restaurant musicians and music lovers
gathered to raise money for musician, teacher and com-
poser Ray Mupfumira. In spite of power cuts every couple
of hours throughout the day, the atmosphere remained
electric.

When Ray arrived at the benefit day musicians and
fans alike poured out their love and respect for the incred-
ibly talented SirRay (also known as RayMup.)

Having no electricity at home I spent the afternoon sit-
ting with Ray and his sister.

Ray was diagnosed with a serious but treatable heart
conditions last year while in Namibia where he both stud-
ied and performed.

Fellow musicians organised this, the latest of three
benefit concerts, after hearing that Ray was unable to meet
his spiralling medical expenses. After the death of his fa-
ther and brother he became the breadwinner, but he is un-
able to perform until his health improves.

Before he was ill, his music provided him with enough
income to support his family. His medication costs cur-
rently stand at US$400 per month.

Ray’s story is not rare.

Shortages
The challenges to the Zimbabwe health sector are a grave
shortage of medical professionals: doctors, specialists,

&

Musicians suported SirRay s medical expenses with
benefit concerts. Photo: © Pat Brickhill

nurses and pharmacists. They are recruited by the UK,
Australia, Ireland and other countries, while patients die
in hospitals in Zimbabwe from lack of care.

This, combined with a lack of medicines, insufficient
maintenance and financial constraints in a country
blighted by corruption on an off-the-scale level, all makes
for gloomy reading. This doesn’t take into account the
huge disparities between rural and urban living. Water pol-
lution and poor sanitation, and the growing mental health
challenges faced by people in Zimbabwe are decades of
relentless struggle to survive.

It’s a joy to be home — but it’s heartbreaking to be in
the country as well.
Pat Brickhill is a freelance writer. She is also BZS

Climate change

Wellington Madumira, looks to the future, and ever more
unpredictable weather. He writes:

Zimbabwe is expected to experience an economic recov-
ery in 2025. Real GDP growth is projected to rebound to
six per cent— the drought of 2024 having driven it down.
Key drivers of this recovery must include improve-
ments in agriculture, in sustainable practices, along with
increased mining activities — especially lithium and gold.
Diversifying
To ensure long-term growth and stability, Zimbabwe must
focus on diversifying its economy into these areas, along
with technology industries.
All this could help protect the country from external
shocks — notably those caused by climate change.

Agriculture, a sector vital for employment and export,
is expected to recover significantly after the 2024 drought
—and to contribute 17 per cent to GDP — while employing
70 per cent of the population. But diversifying agricultural
practices is necessary to improve resilience— such as prac-
tising ‘agro-ecology’, which seeks to ‘minimise external
inputs and optimise sustainable interactions between
plants, animals, humans and the broader environment’.
(https://agroecologyfund.org/what-is-agroecology)

Investments in agricultural technology and infrastruc-
ture are vital. These include precision farming, improving
irrigation systems, mobile farm management tools, and
Al-driven weather prediction systems.

All these can help optimise resources, increase yields,
and mitigate the effects of climate change. Policies and

Continued on next page

7
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Climate: continued on from previous page

practices focusing on providing vulnerable groups with
financing, technology, and training will equip them better
to withstand climate shocks.

Sustainable water practices
Zimbabwe should focus on sustainable water practices,
such as rainwater harvesting, rehabilitating water infras-
tructure and developing groundwater storage — ideally
through decentralised community-managed systems.
Additionally, the country needs to invest in climate-
resilient infrastructure to address climate variability. This
includes improving flood management, strengthening
roads and bridges ready for extreme weather, and mod-
ernising the energy grid to support renewable energy.
Zimbabwe has the potential to lead in solar energy by
expanding solar farms and promoting rooftop
installations, which would attract investment in the re-
newable energy sector — provided the grid is prepared to
accommodate it.

Strengthening fiscal discipline

To help attract international funding and ensure the
sustainability of recovery we need to strengthen fiscal dis-
cipline, debt management and climate integration into na-
tional plans in order to align with global climate
commitments.

Strengthening institutions responsible for climate
finance and social protection is essential for effective cli-
mate resilience strategies. There is also need strengthen
regional trade within the Southern African Development

&

Community (SADC) and to collaborate on cross-border
climate solutions to enhance Zimbabwe’s adaptive capac-
ity and economic prospects.

Zimbabwe is home to some of the largest lithium de-
posits globally, notably in the Bikita and Arcadia mines.
Lithium is essential for electric vehicle (EV) batteries,
which are in high demand — which means that mining can
reduce the county’s dependence on agriculture.

This sector can attract foreign investment, bringing im-
provements in infrastructure, technology, and job creation.
Increased lithium production can boost export revenues,
helping to address trade deficits and strengthen the na-
tional currency. If managed sustainably, mining could also
support environmental conservation through responsible
practice

In conclusion
Zimbabwe’s recovery in 2025 requires addressing climate
change, economic instability, and social vulnerability.
Sustainable growth can be enabled by focusing on cli-
mate resilience, agricultural innovation, and infrastructure
development, alongside inclusive social policies.
This requires cohesive policies, international cooper-
ation, and significant investments in both human and
physical capital.

Wellington Madumira is Coordinator of Climate Action
Network Zimbabwe (CANZIM)
https://climatenetwork.org/
https.://www.facebook.com/Climate-Action-Network-Zim-
babwe-CANZIM-2170367093070516

The women’s movement

Sophia Chirongoma looks for potential in the women's
movement in Zimbabwe:
The inherent structural violence and misogynistic tenden-
cies within political circles and the civic society muffles
women’s voices.

They dash the hopes and aspirations of those with the
will power to arise and advocate for the rights of women
and all those who are marginalised.

Police brutality

There were countless incidents of police brutality during
the pre-election and post-election periods. Alongside the
brutal state-sponsored violence meted out to the female
human rights defenders and activists, these serve as a de-
terrent to potential participants in the women’s move-
ments.

In July 2020, eminent author and activist Tsitsi Dan-
garembga, together with fellow protester Julie Barnes,
were both convicted for inciting violence, whilst peace-
fully demonstrating in the streets of Harare, advocating
for institutional reforms and a better life for all. Their trial
dragged for over two years, leading to their conviction.

The high-handed treatment of well-meaning and

non-violent protesters sends a chilling message to anyone
who dares critique the government — and in this way serve
as the voice of the voiceless.

The spate of violence spewed at female politicians and
human rights activists — be it physical, verbal or online
attacks — also pose a major threat to the vibrancy of the
women’s movement in Zimbabwe.

Prominent female politicians such as the Zimbabwe
Electoral Commission Chairperson, Justice Priscilla
Chigumba, leaders of the opposition parties Dr Thokozani
Khupe and Advocate Fadzai Mahere, have endured inces-
sant gender-based and sexist attacks. Such incidents tend
to instil fear among ordinary members of the women’s
movement.

Making strides

The women’s movement in Zimbabwe has made huge
strides since the attainment of political independence in
1980 in terms of policy and legislative changes. But de-
spite that, the movement is currently in a comatose state.

Some of the achievements gained include progressive
adjustments to legislative instruments such as the Sex Dis-
qualification Act of 1980, the Legal Age of Majority Act
of 1981, gender-inclusive inheritance laws, enactment of
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the Domestic Violence Act, and the 2013 constitutional
provisions entrenching women'’s rights.

On paper, all these gains sound very appealing.

Lamentably, such milestones are not consonant with
the currently male-bloated socio-political leadership in
Zimbabwe. The ushering in of the Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa-led ‘new dispensation’ in 2017 brought with it the
unfortunate reduction of women from the high echelons
of political power This inevitably translates to the erosion
of the gains made in enhancing the status of women.

A classic example
Here’s a classic example illustrating how the women’s
movement has been shushed into silence

It’s the prolonged and ugly legal battle between Marry
Mubaiwa, and her former husband, the vice-president
Constantino Chiwenga.

Despite her failing health, Marry Mubaiwa was often
dragged to the courts, even appearing in court strapped on
her hospital bed. Under normal circumstances, such an
abhorrent treatment of a fellow woman would have ig-
nited the women’s rights organisations into action.

&

Alas, none of them uttered a word in her defence. This
seems to suggest that the women’s movement is currently
immersed in fear and trepidation. The women’s move-
ment in Zimbabwe can only thrive if there is respect for
human rights, upholding democracy and celebrating our
diversity as equal citizens.

A clarion call
In my view, the current comatose state of the women’s
movement raises a clarion call for its rejuvenation.

There are various vibrant women’s groups in Zim-
babwe, but the currently volatile socio-political and eco-
nomic situation has compromised the effectiveness of the
women’s movement.

Hopefully, the developments in other African countries
will re-invigorate the women’s movement in Zimbabwe.
such as the recent upsurge of the women’s movement in
Kenya, where anti-femicide protests made headlines
world-wide.

Dr Sophia Chirongoma is an academic activist. She is
currently an independent researcher, residing in Essex,

How are things?
Harare, March 2025: Tomas Brickhill is asking:

‘Zvirisei? How are things?’

Once the answers to these questions were generally:
‘I’m fine’ Or ‘Bho bho’ (or for a time last year ‘Bholato
bholato’ if you were cool and down with the latest street
lingo), but now increasingly the answer is ‘so-so’ or ‘sur-
viving’ or ‘things are tough’.

Generally, such gentle signs of suffering are ignored
though because so few people are currently thriving that
expressions of hardship are the norm and met only with a
grim comradery.

Seeking out news

However the greetings often seek out any latest news or
information about the military as the streets are awash
with rumours of a coming second coup. Gone are the jok-
ing corrections asserting the previous coup in November
2017 to be rather a ‘military assisted transition’ as just
about everyone accepts we are living under a military
dictatorship.

It’s not that there are army checkpoints or even that
the military is particularly visible, but everyone under-
stands that the army will be deployed and the commanders
will have no problems issuing orders to shoot people if
our current dissatisfactions spill out into a protest on the
streets.

Instead we all amuse ourselves by following the latest
factional infighting within ZANU (as with the successful
derailing of Nelson Chamisa’s opposition movement)
there seems little hope of any alternative to ZANU and
therefore their leadership squabbles affect us all.

Talks

There have been talks of secret deals and power negotia-
tions between Mnangagwa and Chiwenga since their al-
liance toppled Mugabe just over seven years ago, but the
excitement really started a few weeks ago when Comrade
Blessed Geza gave an unexpected press conference
wherein he stated his claim to being a legitimate stake-
holder by virtue of his being a war veteran of the libera-
tion struggle and a member of the ZANU central

committee. .
Continued on next page

Writing for the Review

Guidelines for contributors

1. Offers of material or ideas for material
We love getting suggestions and offers of material. The Review
belongs to the members, and the more input we get from or
through members the better. Ideally, that comes with an offer to
write it, or a suggestion of someone who can do it.

But do get in touch before sending us anything — to save
confusion!

2. Obituaries
We suggest that there should be two kinds of obituaries — both,
as you would expect, relevant to Zimbabwe.

a) obituaries for well-known people written by someone familar
with their life. We will happily accept suggestions.

b) for less well-known people: whose colleagues feel should be

acknowledged but who might be ‘unsung’. We can then publish
something like the Guardian’s Other Lives obituaries, written by a
friend or relation.

3. Lastly ...
Anyone who agrees to write for the Review, please let me know
as soon as you can if there’s any problem (meeting the deadline,
etc) so we can look for a way to fill in the space and, if possible,
reschedule you!

Jenny Vaughan, Editor, Zimbabwe Review.

jenny @jennypvaughan.co.uk
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How are things? continued from previous page

He then apologised to the people of Zimbabwe for the
war veterans’ role in promoting Mnangagwa to replace
Mugabe, and declared Mnangagwa to have failed as pres-
ident and demanded he step down or face non-specific
consequences.

For many it was reminiscent of the ZANU youth
league member who appeared making bold statements
around the time of the Mugabe coup — only to reappear
on TV a view days later enthusiastically recanting all his
statements whilst wearing a tacky jumper which then be-
came known as the ‘apolojersey’.

Waiting for a ‘sign’

So we half-expected to see Geza making similar correc-
tions after the inevitable run in with state security services
that his statements would surely have guaranteed. Instead,
a week later he reappeared in a second video reiterating
his initial statements, laughing off threats against his per-
sonal safety and telling ‘the people’ to wait for ‘the sign’.

Still Geza seems untouchable and rumours abound of
him being protected within the grounds of one of Harare’s
army barracks, or being spotted casually drinking in a
local bar. Seemingly unable to strike back directly at the
man openly challenging the president to step down, the
government have instead opted to arrest the journalist who
recorded Geza’s press conference in a somewhat miscal-
culated move that has only made them look worse.

Ten days ago a convoy of armoured vehicles were seen
driving along Borrowdale road in the direction of Harare’s

&

most affluent suburbs (where the government officials
who claim to represent everyday people unironically re-
side en masse), sparking rumours that a second coup was
indeed imminent. It was not.

Everyone thinking the same thing
But every day I meet people who confirm my suspicions
that everybody is thinking the same thing. A friend I gave
a lift to had 50 kgs of shopping in several carrier bags that
filled up my whole back seat because he wanted him and
his girlfriend to have supplies ‘just in case’, and the fol-
lowing day a girl I met buying vegetables said her mother
wanted her to move house because, apparently, several of
Manangagwa’s children live in the area and her mother
thinks the area may become unsafe ‘if something happens’.
Of course, Zimbabweans are educated people in gen-
eral and so we know that a coup may lead to more insta-
bility or violence or even a complete breakdown of law
and order in the country. But then, the previous coup was
pain-free for the vast majority of people, and as we also
have been forced to view internal ZANU change as the
only possible change 45 years after independence, the
chance of a second coup seems increasingly likely and
potentially unavoidable.

Rather like a person who is stuck on a rollercoaster
that is already in motion, the best move, rather than trying
to resist the twists and turns, seems to be to lean in to the
loop-de-loop and hope for the best.

Tomas Lutuli Brickhill is a musician, film-maker and a
writer

Review
Chinongwa
Sarah Harland on Lucy Mushita s debut novel — on being a child-bride

Chinongwa is the fascinating tale of a young girl given
away by her family to secure food.

The story is set in the early 1900s. Chinongwa’s father
and family are desperately poor because her grandfather
opposed the colonisers, and was beheaded.

Their community was forced to move to a new settle-
ment and her grandmother was one of the last displaced
people to leave. By the time she arrived at the new village,
all the fertile land had been taken. Scratching a living
from very poor soil had resulted in the family's poverty;
their only wealth was their daughters.

In search of a husband

Her sister has already been traded for food and Chi-
nongwa dreads the same fate. But how will the family find
a husband for a tiny, thin girl with red eyes and a runny
nose? Her father and her aunt Shorai take her on a humil-
iating journey in search of a husband. Five days later and
after twenty-five families have been approached, no one
has wanted Chinongwa. On the sixth day the father and

10

Shorai agree to go home: the humiliation of constant re-
jection is worse for Shorai than offering the girl to her own
husband as a second wife; After all, she is so scrawny and
unattractive that she won't be much of a threat.)

Then a sudden storm leads the family to seek shelter in
the nearest hut. To their amazement Mai Chitsva (owner
of the hut) suggests taking Chinongwa as a second wife
for her own husband.

Points of view

The story is divided into Book One and Book Two. Book
One deals with events from Chinongwa's point of view,
and sets the background and covers the journey leading up
to the point where a husband is secured.

Book Two begins from the viewpoint of Mai Chitsva
(also known as Amaiguru). She has started to worry about
her husband's reaction to his child bride, particularly as she
understands he has returned to the village without
seeing either her or the child bride.

In Chapter 2 we return to Chinongwa’s viewpoint, and
the action alternates between the two women.
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Misunderstandings

The writer secures our sympathy for each of the individ-
uals as we see the frustrations and insecurities that they
both face.

The misunderstandings between them fester and are
exacerbated by village gossips with the women taking
sides. It is heartbreaking to witness the pain which drives
Amaiguru to behave as she does and there is a horrible in-
evitability when Chinongwa responds to her.

Baba Chitsva realises that he has to choose between
the two women. Amaiguru has been a very competent
wife, and he feels that he cannot chase away the child who
is mother of many of his children. (He has also promised
Chinongwa's mother never to chase her away.)

We hear his viewpoint in Chapter 10 and his own frus-
trations. It's hard not to wish that they had all been able
to communicate better as so much misery could have been
avoided!

Cultural systems and colonisation
Lucy Mushita has succeeded in writing a fascinating and
engrossing story. It leaves one feeling a strong sympathy
for the individual characters and also thinking deeply
about the cultural systems that were in place, village life
and the effects of colonisation.

A recommended read for anyone interested in the
origins of child marriage and life in the rural areas of
present-day Zimbabwe during the early 1900s.

Chinongwa by Lucy Mushita is published by STE
Publishers. ISBN 9781919855813 paperback

&
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LUCY MUSHITA

—

Membership subscriptions

BZS treasurer and membership secretary Margaret Ling
writes.

Dear member,

The BZS Executive met on 25 January for its annual re-
view of the Society’s activities and plans, including a look
at the BZS finances.

Like many small voluntary organisations, we face the
challenge of balancing our books, as costs rise year on
year. We have not changed our membership subscriptions
rates in the last five years, while what we have to pay to
service our members has gone up significantly.

In particular, the yearly cost of printing and posting

Zimbabwe Review is now £14 per member. — two thirds
of the standard single membership rate of £21 per year,
and considerably more than our unwaged/retired rate of
£10 per year. Nearly one third of our members pay at the
£10 rate. This is not a sustainable situation.
The Executive is reluctant to increase our membership
subscription rates, given the cost of living issues facing
all of us. We would prefer to approach the challenge in a
different way.

What we intend to do at our AGM in October is to ask
you, our members, to approve a change in the wording of

our membership form to specify that the membership sub-
scription entitles a BZS member to ‘receive our magazine
Zimbabwe Review in digital format’.

All members who prefer the traditional hard copy can
continue to receive it in its usual paper form by post, by
paying a postage and packing surcharge (as already hap-
pens for members who live outside the UK).

The posting and packing charge for members in the
UK will be set at £10 per year, and for members outside
the UK at £20 (an increase from the present £10 overseas
postage surcharge).

For those members who receive the Review by email
as a PDF attachment, there will of course be no extra
charge. Many of you in fact already receive the magazine
in this way, and it has been a great help in reducing costs.

Assuming that you, the members, approve these
changes, they would take effect from the beginning of
2026.

Thank you for your understanding, and your unfailing
support for the Society.

With very best wishes
‘Margaret
11
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Research Days 2025

Over the past decade, the Zimbabwe history fraternity
has lost a generation of influential historians that
shaped the content of the country’s past and shaped

its contemporary discourses.

In January 2025, it will be ten years since the death
of Terence Ranger and just over a year since the death

of Prof Ngwabi Bhebe.

The Britain Zimbabwe Society intends to mark
these milestones by using its annual Research Day to
focus on Zimbabwe’s past, and the practices and

power relations involved in writing its history.

We note that the BZS was founded by two histori-
ans, Terence Ranger and Richard Grey, in response to
a suggestion from Robert Mugabe that some kind of
friendship link between the two nations was needed.

Its annual Research Day has always prioritised
presenting academic research to a wider audience

from the grassroots communities. .

This year’s Research Day (in fact, two days) has been
partly inspired by responses from Zimbabwean historians
to an online seminar presentation at University of Preto-
ria, by long-standing BZS Executive member Prof Diana
Jeater. (The seminar discussion was covered in the

September 2024 issue of the BZS Review.)

The two-day Research Days will reflect on the current
state of Zimbabwean historiography and its key questions,
to demonstrate how fundamentally there has been a global
re-centring of the study of Zimbabwean history over the

past decade.

Great work and big historians

Zimbabwe’s historiography has been characterised by
great work from big historians. However, a number of the
historians who have contributed towards Zimbabwe’s past
have either passed on, retired or are in the process of

passing the torch.

The work of these giants has not gone uncontested and
has been robustly challenged for its mistakes, silences and
gaps. Their surviving peers are continuing with the work
of making the current and next generation of Zimbabwean
historians. Many of these foundational pathmakers, from
the UK, USA, Zimbabwe and South Africa, have been in-

vited to present to us at the event.

A glimpse into the work of new historians

In looking backwards, reflecting on ‘history, histories and
historians in the making of Zimbabwe’s past’, we also

have to look forwards, to emerging scholarship.

We will be taking stock of how Zimbabwean history
has come of age since, and through, the passing of the
baton from those giants. The BZS meeting provides an
opportunity to engage with the current fraternity of
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Zimbabwean historians (many of whom have presented
at the Research Day in the past, often on the direct invi-
tation of Prof Ranger himself). Their academic identities
are disparate and distinct.

The meeting will provide a slight glimpse into the
enormous work that has been done by this generation of
new historians, who are consciously standing on the
shoulders of giants, writing in a post-colonial setting, and
engaging with topics close to their hearts.

Invitation to take part

BZS members are warmly invited to come and take part
in the first in-person Research Day for many years (al-
though an online option will also be available), and to
learn about the past, present and future of Zimbabwean
history. We are planning that the Friday evening will be
dedicated to remembering Terence Ranger, with contri-
butions from some of the many students, Zimbabwean
and otherwise, who carried out their doctoral research
under his supervision.

Diana Jeater is Professor of African History at the
Universityof Liverpool

Participants

Invited participants, many of whom will be well known
from previous BZS Research Days, are listed below.

It’s possible that not all of these invitees will be able
to make it, all expressed a willingness to attend. There are
many other historians, who may be less well-known to
BZS members, who have also been invited, many of
whom will be joining us from Zimbabwe, either online or
in person.

We have biographical information for some potential
participants. Their names are marked with an asterisk(*).

Jocelyn Alexander
Teresa Barnes

Simukai Chigudu
Mhoze Chikowero
Kudakwashe Chitofiri
George Karekwaivenane
JoAnn McGregor

Alois Mlambo 1*
Enocent Msindo

Joseph Mtisi

Joseph Mujere

James Muzondidya
Wesley Mwatwara
Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni
Dominic Pasura

Ian Phimister

Sarah Rich Dorman
Timothy Scarnecchia
Alison Shutt
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Sandra Swart
Miles Tend

Pius Nyambara*
Kundai Manamere*

History, Histories and Historians
— some of our speakers
*Professor Alois Mlambo has spoken at our Research
Day several times past. Now the Emeritus Professor in the
Department of Historical Studies of the University of Pre-
toria, he taught history at the University of Zimbabwe
from 1980-2004.

He gained an MA in African History at the School of
Oriental and African Studies, University of London and a
PhD in Latin American History from Duke University,
North Carolina, USA.

Professor Mlambo has published widely. His books in-
clude Becoming Zimbabwe: A History of Zimbabwe from
the Pre-Colonial Period to 2008, which he co-edited with
Brian Raftopoulos (Weaver Press, 2008) and History of
Zimbabwe (Cambridge University Press, 2014).

His current research interest is the interface of identi-
ties, migration, xenophobia and violence in southern
Africa in the colonial and post-colonial periods.

*Dr Pius Nyambara is Associate Professor of Economic
History in the Department of History, Heritage and

&

Knowledge Systems at the University of Zimbabwe.

His most recent publication is the edited book Zim-
bos Never Die? Negotiating Survival in A Challenged
Economy, 1990s to 2015 (Leuven & Boston, Brill Pub-
lishers, 2023).

He has taught economic history at the University of
Zimbabwe since 1988, gaining his PhD along the way
at Northwestern University, Illinois.

* Dr Kundai Manamere is a medical historian and cur-
rently a post-doctoral fellow at the International Studies
Group, University of the Free State, Bloemfontein.

Her research interests include the ways in which
Africans perceive mobility and public health interven-
tions. Her first book, scheduled for publication in 2025,
is Malaria on the Move — Rural Communities and Public
Health in Zimbabwe, 1890-2015 (Ohio University
Press), which emphasises mobility as a key determinant
of malaria in Southern Africa. Kundai also has a keen
interest in women’s history, and taught several under-
graduate courses on women’s history before she joined
the University of the Free State.

Other historians, who may be less well-known to BZS

members have also been invited, many of whom will be

joining us from Zimbabwe, either online or in person.
An agenda for the day appears on page 16.

Road, London N4 4NP.

babwe.org.uk/join-bzs-today)

Britain Zimbabwe Society Membership Form

To join and receive your regular copy of the Zimbabwe Review, postings on the members e-mail discus-
sion forum and WhatsApp network membership, please print and send the completed form below with
your subscription cheque made out to to: Margaret Ling, BZS Membership Secretary, 35 Oakfield

Please enrol me/us in the BZS at the following annual rate (tick relevant box).
(You may also join the BZS online, payment by credit/debit card, via our website: www.britain zim-

Rates

Ordinary £21 [ ] Unwaged/student £10
Joint (two at one address) £25 [ ] Institution £50 ||
Membership runs by calendar year, renewals are due on 1 January each year.

7NAME TELEPHONE:

ADDRESS

POSTCODE EMAIL ...ooooviiiiiiiicieee,

13
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Mareike Clarke

Many BZS members will already know of the death of
Marieke Clarke — a long-time member of the Society
and former Review editor and membership secretary

We plan to publish a full obituary in our next edition of
Zimbabwe Review — which has been flooded with tributes

from members. Below is a selection of these:

* A sad loss to the solidarity movement for Zimbabwe.
* I remember fondly her strong passion in Zimbabwean

history.

* She has left a wonderful legacy of material that will

inform the young ones.
* BZS without Marieke will not be the same.
* Marieke did so much for so many.

* Marieke was a worker! She will be missed over many

miles.

* Marieke was not only a good friend to the BZS and a
staunch member but she was a good friend to many

Zimbabweans.
» She will long be missed and remembered.

Memorial meeting
This note is from Oxford Quakers

A Memorial Meeting for Worship to celebrate the life of
our dear Friend, Marieke Faber Clarke, will be held on
Saturday 14 June at 2pm at Oxford Quaker Meeting, 43

St Giles, Oxford OX1 3LW.
We are unable to offer parking.

The Meeting will last for about an hour, and Marieke’s
friends and family are invited to stand and share their
memories of her during this time. Tea will be served in
our garden room after the conclusion of the Meeting for

Worship.

Jill Green (A friend of Marieke and a member of Oxford

Quaker Meeting)

&

In the picture above Marieke is on the right with former
BZS chair, Diana Jeater at a BZS Research Day at St
Antony’s College Oxford.

The book she is holding is 4 Cradle of the Revolu-
tion: Voices from Inyathi school: Zimbabwe 1914-1980,
which she edited with Pathisa Nyathi. It was published
byAmaGugu Publishers, Zimbabwe.

Marieke had a special interest the history of the Nde-
bele people. Her books on the subject are distributed in
the UK by the African Books Collective: https://www
.africanbookscollective.com/authors-editors/marieke-
clarke.

Everjoice Win

Everjoice Win — affectionately known as EJ by many—

has sadly passed away at only 60.
Working for womens’ rights

In the many condolence messages from all over the
world she has been described as a 'global champion for
gender equality’, a 'feminist of great repute', a 'champion

for social justice' and a 'women's rights activist'.

In Zimbabwe Everjoice worked with the Women’s Ac-
tion Group (WAG) and Women in Law and Development

in Africa (WILDAF).

She was editor of WAG's magazine SpeakOut/Tau-
rayi/Khulumani; was a founder member of the National
Constitutional Assembly of Zimbabwe, spokesperson for
the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, and a board member of

Women and Aids Support Network.

At ActionAid International she led the organisation’s
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work on Women’s Rights.

Everjoice was a woman of courage. | don’t believe
anyone involved or supporting any arm of the women's
movement in Zimbabwe would not know her name, not
have heard her speak with passion and commitment, not
have been inspired by her.

A legend

She was a legend, an exceptional human, a lover of
hats, and a constant supporter of the empowerment of
women.

She will always be very sadly missed and deeply
loved.

Heartfelt condolences to all her family and to all who
had the privilege of knowing her.

Nematambudziko

Pat Brickill, Secretary BZS
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News in brief

Trumped!

How are President Trump’s attempts
to close down US foreign aid going to
affect Zimbabwe? The US-based on-
line Global Press, carries an assess-
ment of the effects on individuals
who were relying on USAID. The
same goes for the President’s Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR
— like USAID, a government agency)
— which supported around half a mil-
lion vulnerable children, including
providing HIV/AIDS therapy and
paying school fees. See: https://
globalpressjournal.com/africa/zim-
babwe/us-humanitarian-aid-disap-
pears-hope-fades-zimbabwes-vulnera

ble-children/.

Gender disparities
The Electoral Support Network of
Southern Africa (ESN-SA) compiled
a paper which explores gender and
age disparities in Parliaments within
the SADC region, highlighting the
under-representation of women and
youth in political institutions. Using
Inter Parliamentary Unit (IPU) data,
the study identifies significant gaps
and emphasizes the need for better
implementation of inclusive policies,
while noting global advances in fe-
male political leadership in 2024.
See: https.//www.esn-sa.org/esn-
sa-regional-analysis-on-gender-and-
age-disparities-in-parliaments-februa
ry-2025/

Zimfest Live ...

...1s an annual Zimbabwean music,
food and family festival. Its website
tells us that it is ‘one of the biggest
and most anticipated African festi-
vals on the festival calendar

It’s taking place at at Herts Show-
ground, St Albans, on Saurday 26
July, running from 1-10.30pm.

Go to https://www.zimfestlive.
com/line-up to see what’s on offer,
and how to get a ticket.

The list was not final at the time
we went to press, but we do know
but one important guest will be
Winky D on the main stage.

&

Books at the heart of the community

Book Aid is a UK-based organisation which ‘works for a world where
everyone has access to books”

In a section on its website about Zimbabwe it introduces us to
Michael Moyo is the Director of the Edward Ndlovu Memorial Trust
(ENMT) in Zimbabwe.

He says that ENMT puts books ‘at the heart of their community
programmes’ — and runs a library in Gwanda.

Michael Moyo told Book Aid International why he believes in the
power of reading to change lives. ‘Gwanda is known for high poverty
levels, it’s an area that is affected by climate change and challenges re-
lated directly to this,” he says.

‘My feeling about reading is that it is the only vehicle that can drive
empowerment in communities. If communities are well informed and
they have information through reading, they can then be engaged in the
advocacy issues over which they can have influence. They can hold de-
cision makers and duty bearers to account.

When you are knowledgeable you can then use that knowledge.
You’re empowered in terms of critical thinking. ...

‘I feel I’ve made some positive impact already. | grown the geo-
graphic footprint of the organisation into Beit Bridge and Mzingwane
districts and I’ve increased the number of schools that are receiving
books.’

For more about Book Aid see https://bookaid.org

All families matter!

Action for Southern Africa ACTSA)
has launched a report, All Families
Matter: Uncovering Injustice and
Discriination in the UK Visa and Im-
migration System at the House of
Lords on 22 January. It was hosted
by Lord Jonny Oates.

The report by Women of Zim-
babwe and Action for Southern
Africa (ACTSA), supported by the
University of Liverpool, describes
the unfair refusal of visas for single
mothers who arrived before 11
March 2024 (when the rules changed
to bar care workers from bringing
dependants).

Zimbabwe sent the second high-
est number of care workers to the
UK. Mothers, despite having the
right to bring in their children were
faced with repeated refusals, mean-
ing they were separated from them
for months — sometime years.

Speakers included Women of
Zimbabwe founder Patricia
Chinyokae , who said: ‘This report
lays bare discrimination and

systemic flaws in Home Office
decision-making, harming thou-
sands of single mothers and their
children.’

‘A ‘first’ for Zimbabwe

Kirsty Coventry of Zimbabwe has
been elected President of the Interna-
tional Olympics Committee ( [OC)!
She is the first woman, the first
from Africa and the youngest ( she is
41) to hold the position.

Tourism

‘People assume tourism is limited to
the Victoria Falls ...” journalist
Matthew Parris, who spent much of
his childhood in Zimbabwe has writ-
ten an enthusiastic article about a hol-
iday trip to Zimbabwe.

Taking in the less obvious tourist
spots along with the best known
sights, he makes a positive attempt to
persuade would-be UK tourists not to
be put off by negative publicity over
the years.

See: https://www. thetimes.com/
travel/destinations/africa-travel/

15
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EST. 1981

BRITAIN ZIMBABWE SOCIETY

The Britain Zimbabwe Society Annual Research Days, 2025

History, Histories and Historians: reflecting on legacies and New Directions in
Zimbabwe’s past and the shaping of its Present and Potential Futures

Join BZS RD25 for lively debate on the writing of Zimbabwe’s history over past years, and be
introduced to exciting new scholarship.

This is a two day, hybrid event, in-person at St Antony’s College, University of Oxford, and accessible
online worldwide. You can register to attend for either or both of the two days in person (registration
fee applies), or online (free of charge). Click on the Eventbrite link here and then select the day or
days and format that you prefer.

Register on Eventbrite at
https://'www.eventbrite.com/cc/history-histories-and-historians-bzs-rd25-4023113

DRAFT PROGRAMME
Day One - Friday 20 June
09.00 Check-in desk open at St Antony’s College for in-person arrivals
09.30 -10.00 Welcome and Introduction to the day
10.00 - 13.00 Panel presentations
13.00 — 14.15 Lunch break
14.15-17.15 Panel presentations
19.30 - 21.00 Round table: Celebrating Terence Ranger
Day Two — Saturday 21 June
09.00 Check-in desk open at St Antony’s College for in-person arrivals
09.30 -10.00 Welcome & introduction to the day
10.00 — 13.00 Keynote address, panel presentations
13.00 — 14.15 Lunch break
14.15-17.15 Panel presentations
17.15-18.00 Round table: Emerging contours and trajectories in Zimbabwean history
18.00 — 18.15 Concluding remarks

For further information contact margaret.ling@geo?2.poptel.org.uk

Current BZS Executive Committee 20242025

President Knox Chitiyo Information and
Chair Millius Palayiwa Publications Officer Jenny Vaughan
Vice-Chair Rori Masiane Web Officer Phillip Weiss
Secretary (Minutes and Executive:
Correspondence) Pat Brickhill Rose Hamilton (SKLA Rep), Diana Jeater,
Secretary (Membership) and Pelagia Nyamayaro
Treasurer Margaret Ling
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