
1 
 

 

 

BRITAIN ZIMBABWE SOCIETY (BZS) 

 

Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Britain 

Zimbabwe Society 

 

For the year 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

 

Table of Contents 

Page 

Introduction …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....... 3 

Officers ……………………………………………………………….………………………………………….……………………………....... 4 

Aims and Purposes of the Society .……………………….…………………………………………..…………………………....... 5 

Chair’s Report .……………………….…………………………………………..………………………………….……………………....... 6 

Minutes & Correspondence Secretary’s Report .……………………….……………………………………………………….. 7 

Membership Secretary’s Report .……………………….…………………………………………………..………………………….. 8 

Financial Statements .……………………….…………………………………………………..………………….……………………….. 9 

Information & Publications Officer’s Report ……………………….…………………………………………………………….. 12 

Internet & Social Media Report  …………………………………………..……………….………………………………………….. 13 

Website Review 2025 ………..……………….…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 14 

Report on the 2025 Research Days ………..…………………………………………..…………………………………………….. 15 

Celebrating Terence Ranger ………..…………………………………………..……………………………………………………….. 16 

Report from the Stevenage Kadoma Link Association ……………..……………………………………………………….. 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

 

 

 

Annual Report of the Britain Zimbabwe Society 

The Executive members of the Britain Zimbabwe Society present their report and financial statement 

for the year 2025. 

President 

Dr Knox Chitiyo 

Charitable Status 

The Britain Zimbabwe Society is not a registered charity, and as such is not required to submit a 

financial report to the Charity Commission.  In any event, its gross income is so small that even if it 

were a charity, it would not be required to submit a report. 

Registered Charity Number   NONE, N/A 

Name of Society 

The Britain Zimbabwe Society (BZS) 

Working Name of Society 

Britain Zimbabwe Society, normally abbreviated to BZS. 

Address of Society 

There is no office and therefore no official address. The address of the Treasurer is held by our bankers, 

NatWest, for statements and other communications. 

Contact the Membership Secretary/Treasurer at margaret.ling@geo2.poptel.org.uk 

Contact the Secretary (Minutes & Correspondence) at zimgekko@aol.com 

Website:  https: //www.britainzimbabwe.org.uk 

Independent Examiner 

It is a small society with small funds and does not require an Independent Examiner for accounting 

purposes. 

Bankers 

National Westminster Bank 

Registered Office: 250 Bishopsgate, London EC2M 4AA 
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Officers 

Chair        Millius Palayiwa 

Vice Chair       Rori Masiane 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary   Margaret Ling 

Secretary (Minutes & Correspondence)   Patricia Brickhill 

Information & Publications Officer     Jenny Vaughan 

Web Officer       Phillip Weiss 

Internet & Social Media     Pelagia Nyamayaro  

Rori Masiane 
 

Other Members of the Executive Committee   Diana Jeater 

        Rose Hamilton* 

 

 

*representing the Stevenage Kadoma Link Association 

 

In accordance with the Constitution members of the Executive Committee are elected annually at the 

AGM 
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Aims and Purposes of the Society 

The Society is independent of any government and of any political party and/or other organisation 

devoted to sectarian or sectional purposes. 

It was founded in 1981, the aims and purposes are to increase mutual knowledge, understanding and 

respect between the citizens of the Republic of Zimbabwe and the citizens of the United Kingdom of 

Britain and Ireland. It seeks to: 

 Encourage, promote and disseminate research on Zimbabwe. 

 Provide and/or recommend speakers or writers in the UK on subjects concerning the Republic 

of Zimbabwe. 

 Welcome visitors from Zimbabwe, arranging interviews and provide contacts and other 

facilities. 

 Make and/or foster provision for the welfare of students from Zimbabwe. 

 Encourage and/or promote group visits to Zimbabwe, and 

 Undertake such other activities for the purpose of promoting the aims and purposes of the 

Society as the Executive Committee shall from time to time direct. 

 The Society does that through its five Strategic Objectives which are to: 

1. Encourage, promote, and disseminate research in Zimbabwe. 

2. Provide an effective forum for analysis and exchange of knowledge and understanding of 

Zimbabwe. 

3. Maintain the Society’s current membership base and bring in new members. 

4. Maintain, strengthen, and develop networks, and  

5. Strengthen its financial sustainability and independence. 
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Chair’s Report 

We began the year 2025 as in past years, with our Executive Strategy Day on 25th January. 

The Executive Committee as per standard, met four times during the year, on 25th January 5th May, 23rd 

July and 18th October.   All the meetings were on Zoom. As in the previous year, Oriel College had 

offered the Society a meeting room free of charge, but in the end the offer was not taken and a Zoom 

meeting took place instead. 

The agendas of the Executive Committee are standard, we continued with the now standard item of 

‘News from or about Zimbabwe’ that we introduced in 2023. We also spent some time discussing 

collaborative working with other organisations that have an interest in Zimbabwe as per our Strategic 

Objective 4 above. The Executive Committee discussed the ‘future of BZS’ and decided that a 

consultation of the membership by way of a survey be undertaken. The future of the Society is being 

discussed due to the falling number of members, its inability to attract younger members, and the 

realisation that often, organisations, do live past their useful purpose.  It also is the fact that the times 

are very different from when the Society was formed in 1981.  At Zimbabwe’s independence, there was 

so much excitement, positivity and hope for the new nation, that it was considered proper and 

desirable for such a society to be put in place. 

It is also realised that most Zimbabweans in the UK and other parts of the world (the diaspora) have 

never lived under ‘white rule’ as opposed to those in the UK at the formation of the Society, who were 

mostly political exiles. 

The main event hosted by the Society in 2025 was the annual Research Day (20th and 21st June) which 

this year was held over two days at St Anthony’s College, Oxford. We thank Professor William Beinart 

for securing the venue for the event. The event brought together many distinguished Zimbabwean 

historians to address how the history of Zimbabwe ‘has been done and /or continues to be done.’  It 

was such an historic and important event that it occupied 16 of the 20 pages of the September 2025 

Zimbabwe Review [see full report of RD25 below]. 

The Society was blessed by the dedication and professionalism of the organising and planning team 

that so successfully put the programme together and managed the event so excellently. 

May I take this opportunity to thank all the members of the Executive Committee for their work and 

time, and above, all the members of the Society for their support, without which the Society would not 

exist.  Special thanks go to Dr Diana Jeater, Margaret Ling and the team for the creative and hard work 

that was put into conceptualising and organising the Research Days.   Also, to Margaret Ling in her role 

as events registrar for her tireless work on the registrations, Eventbrite and as the principal Zoom host 

on the event days; and to Rori Masiane for the technical support and the excellent photos on the two 

days. 

Thank you all. We look forward for an exciting and productive 2026. 

Millius Palayiwa 
Chair 
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Minutes & Correspondence Secretary’s Report 

My main task is to ensure that minutes are taken at each executive meeting, to circulate the minutes 

and to ensure any action is noted. Our Chair has made this task much easier by helping to prepare the 

agenda, and ensuring meetings, and the BZS as a whole, operate in an efficient and professional way. 

At Research Day 2025 a wonderful selection of books on Zimbabwe from the library of the late Marieke 

Clarke was on display and sold by me. Our Chair Millius Palayiwa was kind enough to select, collect and 

deliver the books to St Antony’s. Sales raised around £200 for the BZS. 

It is my intention to step down from my position as minutes secretary at the end of 2026. 

Thank you to the BZS Executive for their support and hard work. 

 

Pat Brickhill 

Minutes & Correspondence Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2025 Research Days conclude at St Antony’s College, Oxford        

(Picture credit: Rori Masiane) 
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Membership Secretary’s Report  

Number of members: the Society had 187 members at 30 September 2025 (184 a year ago, down from 

209 in 2019). 

 

Comprising 143 single members (98 at full rate, 45 at unwaged/retired rate), 13 joint (counted as 26 

individuals), 4 organisations, 14 complimentary. 

 

New members: 15 new members since last year’s AGM, comprising 10 single members at full rate, 3 

unwaged and 1 joint membership. This is an encouraging increase compared with previous years. The 

great majority of our new members joined BZS following RD25, our Research Days, held in person for 

the first time since 2019.  

 

Removed from data base: We have lost two long-standing and high profile BZS members in the past 

year. Former BZS Executive member Marieke Clarke, who also served terms as Membership Secretary 

and editor of the Zimbabwe Review, died in February 2025. Ruth Weiss, journalist, author and life-long 

opponent of colonialism, apartheid and anti-semitism, died in September 2025 aged 101. Five 

members requested cancellation of their subscriptions; a further four were removed from the 

membership data base due to non-payment/non-response to communication and/or lack of address or 

other contact details.    

 

While membership remains lower than in the pre-Covid years, the good news is that we have had an 

encouraging increase in younger members, while a significant number of cancellations and non-

payments have been due to age and infirmity.  The majority of new members are Zimbabweans, based 

either in the UK or elsewhere in the diaspora. 

 

Subscription revenue: total for the year £3,047, a 7% increase over the previous year’s total of £2,860. 

This was partly due to the new memberships arising out of the Research Days, combined with efficiencies 

in collection.  

 

Non-payment: the great majority of members are fully up to date with their subscriptions. A small 

number of subscriptions remain unpaid for the financial year just ended (4% of total members), 

reminders are in progress.  

 

Membership rates: 8% of current members are still paying at the old subscription rates. 

 

Mailing list: 132 members receive the Zimbabwe Review by post in hard copy printed format, and 48 

receive by email. The proportion receiving by email is expected to increase significantly over the coming 

year, assuming the Executive’s proposals to introduce a postage surcharge for those members wishing 

to receive the Review in hard copy format are approved at the AGM. 

 

Margaret Ling 

Membership Secretary 
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Financial Statements for the year to 30 September 2025 

     

     

BZS BALANCE SHEET      

     

 30-Sep-25   30-Sep-
24 

 £   £ 

Current assets     

     

Bank accounts     

Current 7,717.93   7,234.36 

Deposit 5,825.85   5,749.65 

     

Debtors     

Online subs pending transfer 0.00   0.00 

     

Total Assets 13,543.78   12,984.01 

     

Liabilities     

     

Current creditors     

Zimbabwe Review 0.00   0.00 

Internet & website 0.00   0.00 

Other costs 0.00   0.00 

     

 0.00   0.00 

     

Long term creditors     

Nicholas Wincott Bequest (1) 5,238.70   5,238.70 

     

Total liabilities 5,238.70   5,238.70 

     

     

Net funds 8,305.08   7,745.31 

     

     

Note:     

(1) Used as a revolving loan fund for RD25     
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BRITAIN ZIMBABWE SOCIETY       

Income & Expenditure statement,  1 Oct 24 - 30 Sep 25    

       

  THIS 
YEAR 

  LAST 
YEAR  

 

  1 Oct 24 - 
30 Sep 25 

  1 Oct 23 - 
30 Sep 24 

 

  £ £  £ £ 

       

INCOME       

Membership subscriptions  3,047.00   2,860.00  

Overseas postage  124.09   90.67  

Book sales (1)  170.00   0.00  

Research Day sponsorship  3,098.31   0.00  

Research Day registrations  2,615.00   0.00  

Research Day donations (2)  12.63   58.00  

Donations from other events (2)  29.28   105.00  

Other donations (3)  381.50   278.50  

         
Total income from all sources   9,477.81   3,392.17 

       

OUTGOINGS       

       

Zimbabwe Review print & mail   2,395.10   2,238.30  

Zimbabwe Review contributor fees   775.26   348.62  

Internet & website   435.33   435.33  

Sub-total communications    3,605.69    3,022.25 

       

Annual General Meeting   0.00   0.00  

Research Day - speakers travel  1,811.32   0.00  

Research Day - catering  3,015.54   0.00  

Research Day - other costs  345.43   21.38  

BZS Book Festival   0.00   99.50  

Other events  69.00   0.00  

Secretariat expenses  91.04   21.15  

Donations made  0.00   0.00  

World Remit transfer charges  26.40   11.96  

Paypal charges  4.94   6.91  

Stripe charges  24.88   8.38  

Sub-total other expenses    5,388.55    169.28 

       

Total outgoings   8,994.24   3,191.53 

       

Total income/outgoings   483.57   200.64 

       

Current A/C balance b/f   7,234.36   7,033.72 
Movement in period   483.57   200.64 

Current A/C balance c/f   7,717.93   7,234.36 

       

Note:       

(1) Book sales at RD25       

(2) Donations made through Eventbrite       

(3) Donations paid with membership       
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RD25 INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT (1)   

RD25, History, Histories and Historians, 20-21 June 2025   

   

 £ £ 

INCOME - TICKET SALES   

   

Ticket sales   

Via Eventbrite   

Ticket sales - Day One in-person 1,300.00  

Ticket sales - Day Two in-person 1,050.00  

Donations online 12.63  

Sub-total - Eventbrite income   2,362.63 

Direct sales   

Day One  120.00  

Day Two 145.00  

Sub-total - tickets sold direct  265.00 

Other income   

Bookstall sales   170.00 

Oxford African Studies Centre grant - catering  800.00 

JSAS grant  - catering  2,298.31 

   

Total income - all sources  5,895.94 

   

EXPENDITURE   

   

Speakers travel   

Professor Alois Mlambo 718.85  

Dr Kundai Manamere  821.22  

Dr Pius Nyambara (ticket not used, part refunded) 271.25  

Sub-total - travel  1,811.32 

Catering - meals & refreshments   

St Antony's College Trading 3,015.54  

Sub-total - catering  3,015.54 

Other expenses   

Eventbrite illustration - photo fee  22.80  

Design fee - sponsor logos 50.13  

Photographer's fees 60.00  

Printing & stationery - RD25 programmes, misc 212.50  

   

Sub-total -  other expenses  345.43 

   

Total costs paid by BZS  5,172.29 

   

Surplus  723.65 

   

Note:   

(1) Income & expenditure through BZS account only.  The total RD25 budget  was around  

£21k,  of which £16.8k was funded by the Journal of Southern African Studies (£13k),   

Oxford African Studies Centre (£0.8k) and the University of Glasgow (£3k)  
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Information & Publications Officer’s Report 

The first issue of the Zimbabwe Review since our last AGM was published in December 2024. It opened 

with a feature on the work of artist Charles Bhebe and his thoughts on his paintings. Also included in 

the issue was a tribute by Philani Nyoni to the late historian, Pathisa Nyathi, together with a report on 

the devastating fire at Mbare Musika, from Father Brian MacGarry, who lives in the immediate area. 

Our April 2025 issue also opened with art: specifically, a sculpture competition at Chitungwiza Arts 

Centre, the winner’s work being put on display at St Antony’s College, Oxford, in time for our Research 

Days. The issue also marked the death of long-time Society member and former Review editor, Marieke 

Clarke. 

In June 2025, published just before the Research Days, the Review included a full obituary for Marieke 

Clarke. The issue opened with dramatic photographs (from Father Brian MacGarry) of the Mbare 

Musika fire and assessed its aftermath. The issue also gave a programme for the upcoming Research 

Days. 

The Research Days 

The September issue concentrated on the Research Days, and I’d like to take the opportunity to 

highlight the issue of reporting on the Research Day(s). This year we did not publish any of the papers 

but included detailed summaries and reflections on the event: the papers will be published in a special 

issue of the Journal of Southern African Studies. I am not sure this really worked: the reports are hard 

to follow, especially for anyone not there for the event. Maybe we could make more use of the website 

when it comes to the Research Day? Trying to pack it into print seems to me not to work at all well: 

could we think about including clips from speeches? Or would choosing and editing be too great a 

task?  

And finally … goodbye … 

I should start by saying I‘ve never really seen myself as an ‘editor’ with control over the contents of the 

Review.  Specifically, I have been a production editor – getting the copy to work and make sense, 

running to the right length and so on. As for content, without help from Pat and Margaret and others, I 

would never have been able to put any issues together – I simply don’t have the knowledge and 

contacts. I have relied on them and other BZS members to find me contributors and material. It’s been 

fascinating and challenging.  

But it has grown into being a part-time job – and that part is more than half. I have started to feel that 

if I am ever to do any writing of my own, or be involved in anything very much, I need to give it time, 

and that’s very important to me.  I’m also involved in a campaign in my union – or plan to be, if the 

leadership gives those of us involved the go-ahead and that promises to take up more time than I feel I 

have at the moment. Most importantly, I have run out of metaphorical steam: I have got to the stage 

where I rather dread the next issue of the Review coming along. Which, I think, means I’d better stop.  

So here I am, giving in my notice which, for a long time, I thought I would never do. I plan to make the 

next (December) issue my last – which gives the Executive six months to find someone to take my 

place. And I would like to bow out with thanks to all my colleagues for the help and support you’ve 

given me over the years.  

Jenny Vaughan 

Editor, Zimbabwe Review 

 



13 
 

 

Internet & Social Media Report 

 Activity on the social media platforms (Instagram & Facebook) in the last year has remained relatively 

limited, owing to fewer events hosted by BZS compared to the previous year. As with last year, the 

majority of activity has been on Instagram as opposed to Facebook.  Engagement from the generated 

content has remained negligible from followers, however as mentioned in previous report, low 

engagements online does not equate to no impact as people on social media may tend to view content 

but not react with likes or comments.  

A highlight to demonstrate the above point in the resulting increase in membership and in-person 

engagement from the BZS Research Day 2025. This is indicative of the engagement preferences of our 

current core audiences and individuals that are more likely to join BZS as members from in-person 

events and would therefore recommend this is further explored at the next strategy meeting, because 

the success of RD25 and the resulting increased membership suggests there are lessons to be learned 

and scope to exploit what had clearly worked well from that specific collaborative effort which we owe 

many thanks to Dr Diana Jeater and all organising members/participants for.  

Adding to the above analysis,  the recent RD25 event seems to indicate that our traditional events like 

the flagship research day when held in-person are more likely to generate further membership; 

supplementary events throughout the year like the Voices Symposium - which generated high online 

engagement and further calls for similar events-  or the book festival can be the needed balance to 

maintain members engagement so that members feel they are getting value for money beyond the RD 

and the newsletter.   

A more reliable indicator that the social media is likely meeting aims with target audiences would be to 

review other areas of the society such as the numbers of people attending the events we are 

promoting and any feedback they may have shared with other executive members.  

We continue to encourage members to share content they may wish to have posted on the platforms 

as this still remains a joint effort on all fronts where content generation aligned with the strategic goals 

of BZS is concerned. Where members have any content they would wish to have put up on Instagram 

or Facebook, they are highly encouraged to contact the social media team either via WhatsApp or 

directly on the respective social media platforms messaging function. 

 Follower numbers 

On Instagram the number of followers have not significantly improved from the previous as we only 

have 183 followers which is an increase of 2 from last year. 

 On Facebook we have 193 followers which is an increase of 6 with the previous total from last year 

being 187 followers. This is not a significant increase from previous year's numbers but all additions are 

welcome. As the Facebook and Instagram pages are linked, any content that is posted on Instagram will 

automatically populate onto FB where the option to do so has been selected.   

The Instagram handle for those who are not yet following us is:  bzs_instasocial 

 Our Facebook handle is: Britain Zimbabwe Society 

  

Pelagia Nyamayaro 
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Website Review 2025 www.britainzimbabwe.org.uk 

We should thank new members this year who have supported the BZS by joining through the paywall 

on the web site. This proves that all the programming work that went into developing the online pay 

platform was helpful. As the banking world moves out of the cheque book age into online payments 

one can be confident that the BZS is moving with the times.  I must apologise though for not at present 

including a PayPal option but still thinking about this and its cost.   

Currently I am resident in Mutare, Zimbabwe. We have had quite a few survival problems as well as 

those irritating power cuts, some as long as seventeen hours though Mutare is better placed than 

other areas. The latter has meant that Margaret Ling has had to take over the Zoom management for 

major meetings. I am pleased to report that our move recently to a house in which we have invested in 

solar power has been a game changer. We can avoid dreaded power cuts! It also demonstrates how 

technology is revolutionising parts of Zimbabwe. TelOne our internet provider, has also upgraded to 

fibre cable in the area so I am now thoroughly connected to the outside world! I thank Margaret for 

her continued efforts to maintain the Zoom link for meetings during my unfortunate absence from the 

Research Days whilst on vacation with the extended family! 

At least the website continues to archive material so that even for absentees one can follow what 

went on during the Research Days. In 2025 we must thank Jenny Vaughan for the Zimbabwe Review 

and Diana Jeater as convenor and central to providing the Research Day content in the Review. In the 

absence of original digital copies of presentations, the absence of detail is to be regretted. Researchers 

please note! 

The more people who promote the active content and access to the website the more interested 

potential new members will sign up. The Society does not really have a budget for mass advertising but 

if you grab a copy of the logo and make an active link through your own web activities - even on 

personal Facebook, Instagram etc this can help raise awareness.  Quite a lot of us have been struck off 

Facebook for no clear reason and are reluctant to rejoin. Please do submit original material, links, 

reviews or other material to help create content for the website. 

Philip Weiss 

Web Officer 
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Report on the 2025 Research Days (RD25) 

The BZS held its 2025 Research Days in St Antony’s College, Oxford, on Friday 20 and Saturday 21 June 

on the theme of History, Histories and Historians: Reflecting on Legacies and New Directions in 

Zimbabwe’s Past and the Shaping of its Present and Potential Futures. 

RD25 was the first time that the Research Day has been held in person since 2019, and also the first 

hybrid event to offer a livestream option for participants and attendees unable to travel to Oxford.   It 

took place 10 years since the passing of historian and former BZS President Professor Terence Ranger, 

and was intended both to celebrate his life and contribution to Zimbabwean history, and to examine 

developments in Zimbabwean historiography since his death. 

The Research Days were made possible through a partnership with the Journal of Southern African 

Studies, and with the support of the African Studies Centre, University of Oxford, Oriel College, Oxford, 

Glasgow University, and the University of the Free State, South Africa.  JSAS will be publishing a 

selection of the RD25 papers in a special issue of the Journal.   The BZS acknowledges the support of all 

our sponsors with much gratitude. 

The programme took the form of a series of thematic panels, with short presentations to sketch out 

key trends and developments and to raise questions for discussion; two round tables on the origins and 

aims of the Zimbabwe Historical Association and the future direction and prospects for Zimbabwean 

history and historians; and the presentation of a keynote address by Emeritus Professor Alois Mlambo, 

University of Pretoria. 

On the evening of Friday 20 June, a third round table was held to celebrate the life and work of 

Professor Terence Ranger, with personal contributions from former students, colleagues and friends.  

The BZS Young Researcher Prize (YRP) for 2025 was presented during RD25 to Dr Kundai Manamere of 

the University of the Free State and the University of Zimbabwe. 

The development of the RD25 programme, logistical and organisational arrangements, publicity and 

promotion, and budget management, were handled by a working group comprising two members of 

the BZS Executive, Diana Jeater (Professor of African History, University of Liverpool) and Margaret 

Ling, together with Professor William Beinart, St Antony’s College, Professor Tinashe Nyamunda, 

University of Glasgow, Dr Ushwehdu Kufakurinani, University of Sussex and Professor Gerald Mazarire, 

University of Birmingham.  The working group reported regularly to the BZS Executive from its set up at 

the end of 2024, through to the close of the RD25 accounts in September 2025.  

Over 100 people attended on each of the two Research Days, the majority of them in-person at St 

Antony’s College, Oxford, with smaller number logging in online at any time.  Almost 200 people in all 

registered to take part in one or other format over the two days.   A further group of almost 300 

listened in to the discussions on Twitter spaces hosted by the Lovers of Conversations Book Reading 

Club.  

Bringing together what the organisers believe was the largest-ever gathering of Zimbabwean historians 

outside of Zimbabwe, was a major undertaking for the BZS, and the generous input of time and effort 

from the members of the working group was critical to its success. Over 50 invited speakers and 

facilitators, the vast majority of them Zimbabwean academics and researchers, travelled from 

Zimbabwe, South Africa, the USA, UK, Europe and elsewhere.  
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RD25 saw many joyful reunions of old friends and colleagues from scattered parts of the Zimbabwean 

diaspora and Zimbabwe itself, alongside the close attention and seriousness given to the various 

thematic panels and round tables.  Feedback from participants was generous and positive. 

“… thank you so much to you and all the other organisers for a fantastic two days of conversation, talks 

and inspiration at St. Antony's. The BZS is a wonderful forum for everyone. Thank you for all your hard 

work; it is a huge undertaking!” 

 “… such a marvellous and varied selection of contributions to the forum on Zimbabwe and history. 

Most of us sitting in on it saw just the tip of the iceberg behind which was so much organisation. …  A 

rich tapestry indeed.” 

“They were a brilliant two days. An amazing gathering of the top Zim historians, and an opportunity to 

catch up. “ 

“Huge thanks to the organizing committee for an exceptionally fabulous BZS event! I know it was a 

huge amount of work to bring so many people together.” 

“We’re truly encouraged by the enthusiasm this generated within our community. Looking ahead, we 

hope to remain part of these important conversations and support efforts to bring them closer to 

everyday citizens—not just historians and academics.”  

The contribution of RD25 to the advancement of Zimbabwean historiography was described and 

assessed by Diana Jeater in her evaluation of the Research Days in the September issue of Zimbabwe 

Review. 

Better-than-expected sales of in-person attendance tickets, together with small donations from virtual 

attendees, and, of course, the support of our sponsors, enabled the BZS to balance its books and to 

end the event with a surplus to be ploughed back into future events. 

In closing RD25, BZS President Knox Chitiyo described the event as a ‘pivotal moment’ for the Britain 

Zimbabwe Society. Time will tell, but the Research Days certainly brought new people into contact with 

the BZS and a surge of interest in the Society’s activities and what it has to offer. There have since been 

a welcome number of new membership applications, enquiries and requests for information. 

Margaret Ling 

RD25 organising team 

 

 

Celebrating Terence Ranger – Round Table at RD25 

The evening of Day One of the Research Days was given over to a round table, chaired by Diana Jeater, 

to celebrate the life of Professor Terence Ranger (Terry), former president of the BZS and a towering 

presence in Zimbabwean historiography.  

Dr Ben Knighton of the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies recalled Terry’s early days in the 1950s & 60s, 

in what was then Rhodesia. Professor David Maxwell, now at the University of Cambridge, first met 

Terry in 1983 in Manchester, where he was then Professor of Modern History and David was starting a 

BA degree in history.   Terry started him off on a lifetime of study of Zimbabwe and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo.   
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Terry was very politically engaged with Zimbabwe throughout his academic career, through his 

involvement with the Britain Zimbabwe Society, his asylum work, and with the churches. This added a 

passion to his work, and an urgency and a commitment that perhaps a mediaevalist or an early 

modernist might not have had.  His reviews of the Zimbabwean press were quite remarkable. Day in, 

day out, he quickly digested and synthesised The Herald and The Mail, and the periodicals. He drew out 

themes in economic and social history, peasant history, religion and the media, and built a remarkable 

archive.  

BZS president Knox Chitiyo talked about his childhood in Zimbabwe in the late 1960s and early 1970s. 

He first heard about Terence Ranger when he came across Revolt in Southern Rhodesia amongst his 

father’s collection of African nationalist and liberation works, along with the writings of Kenneth 

Kaunda, Oliver Tambo, Edson Sithole and others. Knox went on to read History and English at the 

University of Zimbabwe (UZ) in the early 1980s. It was a fascinating time to be at the University of 

Zimbabwe and although Terence Ranger was not there physically, his work was omnipresent. 

In the 1990s, when Terry came to UZ as a visiting professor, Knox briefly shared an office with him and 

they got on well. Terry was interested in the war studies course that Knox and others were setting up. It 

was the first of its kind in the region, and brought civilians and the security sector together.   Terry 

continued to be very supportive when Knox came to the UK in the mid-1980s, and he invited Knox to 

join the BZS Executive.   

Professor William Beinart, St Antony’s College, Oxford, got to know Terry when he examined William’s 

doctoral thesis in 1979 at SOAS.Three years later, William was appointed to the board of the Journal of 

Southern African Studies (JSAS), at that time chaired by Terry.  

Terry Ranger has been described as the ‘combine harvester’ of academia. He had the capacity to 

absorb and put things in order. He absorbed environmental history quickly, and moved on to work on 

Ndebele-focused history and the Matopos Hills. 

At the end of Terry’s life, the Cecil Rhodes statue at Oriel College, and curriculum diversity at Oxford, 

were starting to emerge as huge issues. Between 2015 – the year of Terry’s death - and 2021, they 

were the most significant student concern and they affected many staff members as well.  William 

Beinart, who at that time was still the Rhodes Professor of Race Relations, served on the Rhodes 

Commission at Oriel College.  He went back to Revolt in Southern Rhodesia to find sources for the 

reassessment of the 1896-7 rebellion and its suppression. Terry’s work was seminal because he 

focused on the colonial violence unleashed during the rebellion, of less interest or even downplayed by 

other scholars.  

Contributors from the in-person and online audiences at the Round Table included Terry’s publisher, 

James Currey, who spoke of his generosity in helping out with the assessment of all the history 

manuscripts, when James was setting up as an independent publishing company.  Many other 

acknowledgements, tributes, personal reminiscences and stories were shared and enjoyed. 
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Report from Stevenage Kadoma Link Association  

Our year from our last year’s AGM in September started really well with the visit of Jane Chigumira and 

Francis Lembani from Kadoma. These precious visits energise us and help remind Stevenage residents 

of this valued aspect of our modern heritage. Over the year we take any opportunity to be represented 

at community events, the largest being Stevenage Day, a huge town Fair, where our plant stall is now 

famous, thanks to some devoted growers. 

 Stevenage is fortunate to have many families of Zimbabwean heritage living and working here, in some 

of the most valuable occupations for the health and welfare of us all. This is not the only reason that 

we hold an annual event in April to celebrate Zimbabwe, but it adds to the atmosphere of the day. The 

support we have from the local Council, Mayor and MP continues to be strong, though their capacity 

and permitted activity precludes some of the ambitious sharing between the civic authorities of the 

two towns that was possible in past decades. 

The major focus for our finances is support to primary and secondary pupils with school fees, which 

incidentally helps to cement the involvement of schools with the Kadoma Stevenage Link Association 

(KSLA) in Kadoma. The combination of reduced donations and increased fees is making this much less 

sustainable in the medium term. As a result we are looking at working with KSLA on a pilot project. The 

aim is to help parents and guardians create income generating mini enterprises. 

Our major challenges for the future are to promote the twin town link in the consciousness of local 

groups, and to increase the active participation in events so that we can increase how much visible 

activity we can arrange. The vibrancy of our partners in KSLA spurs us on to meet what they achieve.  

We are very grateful for the existence and the support we have from the BZS, and especially happy that 

Margaret Ling’s inspired choice of Guardians of Knowledge for the forthcoming online event on 

Libraries in Zimbabwe is something that we and Kadoma can collaborate in.  

 

Rose Hamilton 

SKLA Representative 


